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ADVERTISEMENT 



A 



TO 



THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 



Having heard it whispered, in November, last, 
that Junius had fought the battles of a late illus- 
trious nobleinan, with a remarkable spirit of gal- 
lantry and perseverance, I turned my attention 
to lijlr. Woodfall's Edition of his Letters, that I 
might satisfy myself of a fact to which I had 
never adverted. I had formerly read the produc- 
tions of this elegant writer as many others have 
done, dazzled by the beauty of his style, and 
the display of his public spirit ; I knew only that 
he had written to the King j and that he had 
corresponded with sir William Draper and Mr. 
Home J but of his politics, or his views, I knew 
nothing. 

The fact was confirmed by investigation. I 
was surprised to find the cause of the nobleman 
defended, directly or indirectly, in near sixty 
Letters. The writer became intemperate at the 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

'first mention of it, and, spite of his oratory, de- 
clamation, patriotism, public spirit, and all his 
talents^ I saw a certain predominant interest per^ 
vading the whole course of his Letters. 

With this conviction, I examined all thepam- 
phlets written since the publication of Mr. Wood- 
fall's book, to support the claims of various can- 
didatea for this literary distinction ; but their 
claims to me seemed all visionary alike, for I 
found in none of them the least connexion with 
that predominant interest, of which I had be- 
come sensible. 

Disappointed here, I raised my thoughts to 
the object o{ that interest, for the vigour and 
pertinacity with which it is maintained, liad sa- 
tisfied me, that Junius must have been a person 
not far removed firom it. Hence the origin of 
these Letters, and the result which is before you. 
As I have no interest to serve, nor any passion 
to gratify, beyond the curiosity attached to the 
mystery of Junius, so I am sensible that my ar- 
guments cannot affect you, except they be in- 
controvertible. In this confidence I dedicate 
them to you, to whom, during half a century, 
the voice of thousands has dedicated Junius. 

Ereptum Stygiis flnclibus iEacum 
Virtus et favor et lingua potentium 
— — Divitibus consecrat insuiis. 
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Notice respecting ilie Republication of the Duke of Portland's 

Case. 

In presenting these Letters to the Puhlic, it has been 
thought advisable to famish every possible information re- 
specting the grant to sir James Lowther^ from which originated 
the writings of Junius; and although several Extracts, and one 
whole Letter, of Mr. Grey Cooper's, selected from it, are al- 
ready inserted in this volume, yet the Case of the Duke of 
Pmtland, as published by Almon, in 1768, is so very rare, and of 
such essential importance, that it has been deemed necessary to 
reprint it entirely for the complete satisfaction of the Reader. 
The Extracts and the Letter were incorporated in the text be- 
fore the necessity of giving the whole case was urged ; other- 
wise the Reader would have been referred to it for fhe passages 
in question, instead of their being twice printed. 
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LETTERS, 



LETTER I. 



MY J-ORD, 21 Dec. 1815. 

I THANK you for WoodfalPs edition of 
Junius^s Letters, which I have read with great 
interest, though not without some mortification, 
for I have experienced in common with yoursetf 
and the public, the regret attendant on disap- 
pointed curiosity. The new light which we de- 
rive from the exposition in the Preliminary Essay/ 
serves only to shew that our long cherished fen- 
cies and suspicions have been all misplaced, the 
subjects of them are successively turned off the 
stage, and no prospect whatever dawns on us .at 
present of discovering the real author. 

After the able exposition alluded to, wh^reiii 
I had conceived the claims of Edmund Bujrke 
to have been silenced, I am not a little surprised 
to see them revived in the elaborate es^ay of 
Mr. Roche, but I fear that the pertinacity of 
this writer has arisen from an early partiality to 
that great orator,, rather than from any convic- 
tion by reason or experience. He says, (pages 
4 and 5) that having read the Letters of; Junius 
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thirteen yeats ago, and but joung at tW time, 
he was so ^forcibly atruck/with their undoubted 
merits, that they soon became his daily com- 
panion ; so much so indeed, that there was 
scarcely a part of them which he could not re- 
peat with facility ; '* with all my partiaUttf for 
them however" (he continues) " at that time, 
and anxious as I must have been to learn some- 
ifong df the writer, several years elapsed before 
1 Areiitured to Jhrm any opinion concerning tlie 
jperson who was the real author. One opinion 
indeed I had pretty early formed, namely, that 
of all the persons to whom the lettei's had been 
attributed, Mr. Burke was the Only man, (were 
We to jfidge by the merits of th6 worlks acknow- 
ledged by each) whom 1 did not d€em inadb- 
%ttaie to the performance." 

Tliis is rather a strong opinion to commence 
with in i&vour of the person whom he subse- 
quently, 1^ not consequently, not only sus^ect^, 
Wt W discovered to be th6 author. 

^is gentleman admits, that he never hear4 
!&urk6 mentioned as^e author of Junius, withoi^t 
remiorkif^ that some one or other in compai^ 
said it was Impossible, as their styles were so 
di£^rent } but this remaric attaches only to minor 
critics, and Mr. Roche dismisses it with a de- 
grie6i indignation, because he can i^rove that 
he could write lik^ Dr. Luc4s. 
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I}Utt frw to owa th^t I seeji deeidad moo»- 
gndty in tkeir styleshf-bot at the sanie time I do 
not feel au4hofiz«i indenyingndiat itwas:po». 
4riUe &ff Buiice ta have wnttea in the manner of 
Jcmias^ though I do not think it very prdbabl^ 
eqiedaliy through a k«ig series joi politic»d let^ 
tecs j^-^and that he diouM have argaed one way 
i& his ewn character, and vice verm in dii^uise^, 
seems to implya cpntradiqtion in politics, hei> 
aides an mireasonaUe, unnecessary, not to f§y 
4espicable doulde deaiiag, that no j^espect of 
benefit, or conceaim^Git, nor ^ny fear of discos- 
very could ever have instigate in such a mat 
as Mr. Burke. 

But the author of t^ Essay, an suppMt of 
his daims, appeals to men pf education aod.ra^ 
flection, and to them only, to be^r witness t6 
the internal evi^^nce of his case. The declanu 
tixm of Batke to sir Wm. Dre^p^, in answer t0 
tbat gent}eman's i^uiiy, his ^^pimtaneras decbu 
imtion to Dr. Johnson, and Mr. S. Wood&IPa p<^ 
rftive denial of jSurke's being Jonius, having 14 
the same time no weight with himself whatevier^ 
This i» his case. 

At the dismissai -of lord Roddngham, ia 
1766, Burke, though placed above want, was 
etifl poor eoon^ to write against the ministry 
Aat succeeded, &om disappmntmeat, us wtl| 
as in hopes ^ ammdk^ his §Xtx0K $ conse* 
B 8 
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quently he ^^ belabourecPf the duke of Oraflbir^ 
«iid' lord Bute^ because the desertion of the 
Srst^aod the secret influence of the latter pio«* 
ducod the dismissal of lord ' Rocktnghaok's 'ad* 
ntifuAratioo; — Hhic iUcB lacn/nue.-^Hence the 
origin of Juniufr's Letters, and this the 8<^e 
re93oii for which Btirke under tbd*^^ impostute 
of the old Roman name/' vilified to the last 
degree those two noblemen, and more particu* 
hfly, exposed the first, not only as a renegade 
in party, but as the widcedest man and ihimster, 
and ; the. most flagitious^ abominable, and des^ 
pieable creature that ever lived! -/ 

That Burke and Junius differed on American 
taxftjtion, om the dtsratlon of Parliametitsj that 
jone' loipked on the profession of the law as the 
noblest study, and the noblest science, while thib 
x)th^r regarded it with contempt^— that Junius 
professed and ever manifested an esteem and 
friendship for Mr. Woodfall^ although Bdrk'e 
prosecuted him with the most virulent and im* 
j^acable : acnmotay :-^di this^ (though he ad- 
dresses himself; to jinen of education) we. are 
told by implica^on, is as dust in the balance; 
Wid we have orlly to t^ke care that it be not 
gji^red to blind our eyes. ' r 

r . Howeyftti I ^ill not; examine any farther the 
piejteii9io^:0f> :thi9 ctipdldate, nor hint at a 
Q»n«)fof Jjp#; i^ftn^uiMj;, ^wwtradictory tfn^ 'ua. 
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accountable character that his advocate would 
give him, subject to the additional whim of ena- 
bliQg his son (a boy at Westminster School) to 
prophesy to Dr. Vincent the conception and 
birth of his successive lucubrations. 

I do not think that many persons of educa^ - 
tion and reflection will feel the conviction de^ 
manded. 

Burke was suspected by some of his contem^ 
poifaries^ as Mr. Roche isuspected him, because 
they might know no other worthy of incurring 
the. suspicion, and w^e not at the pains to ana- 
lyse his principles, or thoroughly investigate hict 
iQotives. Mr. Roche, indeed, has analysed Hf 
charactet'isticsj but with what success you wiU 
judge for yourself. I , resign the advocate.^ and 
his cHent to your I^rdship^ premising that. I 
am open to argument, and that if his r^i^oning 
convinces you, you will be at the pains to make 
a convert of youir humble servant 



LETTER II. 

28 Dec; 1815. 
I FIND your Lordship to be no less 
an infidel than myself in the case of Mr* Siurke, 
and wish I could flatter myself with, any sym« 
fiathy for the opinion you seem incUned to adopt 
in favour of Mr. Glover. 
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I ha^e ho more faith th this kst gentleman, 
though his advocate asserts (as a cofrobd'rative 
fcct I suppose) that he wore a bag, with his Wigf 
slccurately di-essfed, and cat'ried a srtiall cocked-* 
hat under his artti Bfefbrfe the year 1776, txA in 
this c6sttlme Walked constaiitfy in, fine wekAer 
from his hcMiSte in Jatties* Street, Westmfhstet*, 
into the city. — ^This is the tall gentleman, *^ stat 
fMtgni fiominis umbra/* thus substantiated, thr6w- 
ihg thfe letter ittto Mr. WbodftlFs Office in Ivy 
Lttiife.— But^ Alas! Mt. GBoVer Was not tafl, ktid 
we hre t6 get dver this difficulty on act^nnt bt 
ftjn hhvitiig been midnight Wh«h the letter Wslg 
thirowti ift, 6r to solVtt it in any better way if 
wfe cain%— I 6dfi liot. 

But *6riduily, I h&Ve yet to learn whether 
Any sufficient irAbttVe ^t ikeUe letters existed 
Wfth Mr. Glover, whb had made a figure, •^ a 
(gon^ituoUs figure in ^t tjity,** (X do not allude 
to the cocked-teit. Wig tod b^g) to early as lih6 
year 17S9 ; where, by his influence and activity 
he had set aside sir Gtorge Champion's election 
for the mayoralty. I have looked in vain for 
th6 injiir^^ which thirty years after, and when 
ll« wft^ g»^<3y ^VMc^ ill Kfe, eoulA stimulate 
fa^M 6omineftce and continue so dbrhxga^ 
iw^^tii^ftte m attack on the dtdt^s of Oiraftdti . 
mA Jfedfbrd, l6rtfs Btit^ latid Mati^dd, ^letA^ 
indeed, almost all the adttitti6ti!atiott sepJOrat^ly 
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uad cfi^ectiv«Iy> in letters idiidb breathe a i^rjyt 
ef the deepest Animosity, and most tmcatom 
detestation: sentiments that can hardly *be ao- 
^eonnted for on any principle of politioal differ- 
ence or aversion, and seem radier to owe thtfir 
origin to some private source, to some less puh^ 
lie and more peculiar cause of hatred, to some 
personal, unexpiated, • atid perhaps inexpiable 
offence. 

I have not forgotten, that as an extenuation of 
h^ vehemence, Junius has once declared, that 
<< there is a Ijiply mistaken zeal in politics as well a^ 
in religion ;'' but still I doubt th^t politics alone, 
or |iatriotisipi combined with them, should jhave 
elicited such vengeance and invective, unaided 
by any more urgenf motive, when I recollect 
how slightingly he speaks of patriots, and that 
he condescends even to put his printer, Mr. 
, Wood&U, on hk guard against such persons* 

As for the advocate of sir Philip Francis, ^ 
tatherxif Dr. Francis and his son, I do not sus- 
|>6ct you wiU be much interested by his .ende^ 
. voum to find in^them ihe^if^Qn of Junius. There 
are many who would differ with Mr. Eoch^^ of 
whom we have spoken already, on their accoimty 
^ and ^djmit their ciyabilily>jaintiy or indiyidif i^y, 
tpiiave wnjk\Ga the letters; but their advocate 
}ias nq^e <Kr bpt fkm arguipepts, ^ bis n^te- 
4a}8»4s he pl€iadS| lure scantjy^ Whec^qr?^ if yap 
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Mrill, you may do him thefavour of believing as he 
iindshes you to do, that the Letters of Junius were 
written by Dr. Francis and his son Sir Philip. 

The claims of Mistress Serres for her reverend 
uncle, Dr. Wilmot, are too absurd for any inquiry 
at all. 



LETTER III. 

MY LORD> 4 January, 1816. 

Amongst all the tribe of candidates for 
this literary distinction, of which there are no 
^small number, it seems evident, I think, that tlie 
public assent or belief has never been endan- 
gered, except for a very short time, in favour of 
any one ; both have been almost universally 
withheld, and no conviction has ever followed 
'the arguments, suspicions," or insinuations of any 
writer. The public have made no advance in 
discovery, and, in fact, know no more of Junius 
at this moment than they did forty years ago: 
*the utmost pitch of knowledge to which they 
/have! arrived on the subject, being like that pro- 
'feteed by Socrates, the assurance and confirma- 
^tibn of lieir own ignorance. 
• On a candid consideration of this circum- 
stance,! am much inclined to conjecture that 
Junius asserted the truths when he declared that 
np man was privy to his secret ; it may easily be 
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codqeived that he should strive to retain it in his 
own breast : his reasons were ample, but as these 
reasons would riot have affected any other person 
than the author^ I much doubt bis venturing the 
eictension of the secret ; and though it may seem 
hard to say, that any one person to whom it had 
been, confided would not have proved himself a . 
faithful depositary, yet I think imperious pru- 
dence with regard to self-preservatipn must have 
sufficiently urged the extreme danger attending 
such an important communication to one not ne^ 
tes$itated to.conceal it; and no .one, perhaps, but 
the author, could well be in this predicament. 

Wheiice, then,-is.the reason that this myste- 
rloiis Junius has 'eluded all research, and per- 
plexing us with his intangible shado^, has set at 
nought all our .attempts to get possession of the 
^substance? Believe me, the past like the present 
generation has beeja. ever in an error, in looking 
to. the principles and patriotism of this writetfor 
the:^scdveiy of .his name and quality. 

In perusing a Jbss modem edition of his wcdrks 
<tfaan that before usv I have sometimes ruminated 
<Qver.one of its vignettes which, as iembleaaaticicif 
the patriot in power, repir^sents a plank across a 
btom^in the manner, pf a see-saw^ one end of the 
plank being occupied by private/ and the other 
by public interest, under the semblance of {wo 
hags, ^^ patriae and " meum.*^ The latter being 
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the more poodetoaB, as yoa might conceive, hd$ 
weighed with the patriot down to the very 
ground, but **patrk^* kittthe air. 

I woold ask the man who sAiotsid argue and 
draw bis inference on this point of patriotism, 
what is a patriot ? Is he, as Fielding propounds, 
a person in want of a place ? Does he serve, or 
wish to serve his country gratuitously, or for the 
sake of serving himself? Does he voiuntadiy sa- 
crifice his own interest ? Does he commit the 
^^meum'^ to the scale in wiiich he has laid tbe 
itttecesf: of his country, that it mayoutw^gfatittt 
of her enenciies ; or does he add the interest of 
his country tc^ the scale in which he has already 
placed bis own, to lighten the balanee of his 4Nm 
enemies? 

i I believe most pastriots a|ie pleased with being 
faiA*fyr ike services they render <3ieir oontitry, 
and always hope to thrive by them ; and I sns* 
pect we should arrive at some rarer grounds for 
conjecture veapecixog this ignis JkkmSy if we ivwre 
to £ad out the man whose ^essential interest it 
mA to vilify lord Bute, the duke of G;raftim, 
and his administraticNa, in addition to the para^ 
m&mLtdfXty of servti^ his oountry. 

Home Tooke said^ a few years tevck, tbait iie 
knew him, ami that he was tiben stiil alive. 
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tElTER IV. 

9 Jan. 1^16. 

1 ABAOttY assent to your observation 
tesp^eting the rank amd station of Junius. His 
knowledge and facility, his extiensive and rapid 
it^rmadon, prove him to have been a man 
deeply interested in tbe politick and contrivances 
of l3ie gdvemment, and accustomed to discover 
the machinations of the ministry even in their 
conception. He certi^nly must have been per- 
petualty about the Court j and, no doubt, of 
such consideration, as to be privy, in his own 
right, to all ita proceedings. 

His conduct to Mr. WoodM, on every occa- 
lion, indi&lttfed tliat Ms fertttue was ample, and 
t^at his mind "^as drntifsAeA by those sentiments 
#fiich belong not only to wealth but to rank. 
tie was too iieedy ad'vfenturer, who wrote to the 
l^assioiis and caprice of the multitude, and en- 
teftained them with sutgects magnified to be 
monsters, that lie might himiielf pici the poc)kelis 
"♦frhireli ^e adiiSed them to shut j he was no hire- 
Bng 1*ittfejr, prostituted to base lucre, no humble 
Irnedber of a partJ^V ^o mean drudge, no tool ^ ' 
in lis Opin^G^nB he is noble. XVlienever lie ap- 
pears in a probable character, he is great and 
generous, above ^ery idea of deriving a merce- 
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naQr emolument from his writings, impatient and 
indignant at opposition, and fi^ry and implacable 
ia his resentments. I have long felt assured this 
is no common man ; and when you desire me to 
fiearch for Junius amidst the discontented of his 
day, I look instinctivdy to the discontented of 
the noblest rank. 

" Think of a genius not born in every cou^« 
try, or every time j a man gifted by nature with 
a penetrating and aquiline eye, with a judg;miBnt 
prepared with the most extensive erudition, ,wi^ 
an Herculean robusttiess of mind, and nerves not 
to be broken by labour ; a man who could spend 
twenty years in one pursuit *.*' Such a man was; 
Junius. 

I cannot seek him among discontented politi- 
cians,^ for he was apparently bound to no set of 
men J and though he thought \fith Mr. Gren? 
ville, he la less distinguished by any political at- 
tachments or sympathies, than. by his abomiiM^- 
tion of one particular administration j on the 
score of politics ahne \m^ has hitherto eluded 
our, curiosity, and perhaps ever would. 

As an injured person, supposing a sense pf 
wrx)ng and injustice indispensable in the provo- 
cation of such letters, to whom should we par- 
ticularly direct our attention ? TTie two piinc^ 

* Biurke on Montesquieu. 
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pal sufferers far their conduct and opinions, 
Wilkes and Home Tooke, have already been 
suspected and acquitted. I know but of one 
person in the sphere of life where my imagina- 
tion wishes to establish Juniu's, whose persecu- 
tion would be thought a siUBcient stimtdtis for 
bis writizigs, a^d whose situation might haye en^ 
gendered the feelings that would have urged him 
to Avenge it alone and in disguise. When the 
persoA to whom. I allude shall prove to be the 
sttbistance of this shadow, the individual writer, 
the auToraTo^, the Very man, I think the world 
will ponder in amazement on the deep-laid 
scheme, for such it must theii appear to be, by 
which he efibcted his aim, and rained the object 
he had in viiew. However, I will delay my argu^ 
ments for .the pr^ent, until I shall have tho- 
rou^ly eumined a book I have lately obtained^ 
eip3mBU»ry of this persecution. 
/The first idea that' flashes on the mind, en^* 
gaged in developing a secret and mysterious his- 
tory, may be toa dra^r to the fancy to be trusted 
with entire confidence j but t have not trusted 
it lightly. I will make you acquainted with it 
in my next : meanwhile I shall attend to your 
desires, and endeavour to learn something of the 
private; hii^Ory. of otae or two of those patriots to 
wkpipyQU^U^deiinyoiirl^i.: :^ ^^ ^ 
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LETTER V. 

liJbuMKfy, iS\e\ 

I SLKV"^ obeyed jam mshes without 4e» 
sivisg .mj infiMrmation that can serve jour ecu 
Tkmiy^ bko^ m no^i^ect of the person whom I 
mj^ntioiied m any letter of the 9di insUat, as 
hkeiy to ans^ver tsiome points of the case vfiddlk 
ire have made ant as indispensable to Jiuiias» 
Hiin I have pursued through the mist of politico 
and patototifim^ and ttifl descif to be the sam^ 
M&Dse wrongs eliieitednot a cpark^ but a blaze ef 
ftie, asid u^ged hii6 with an almost >chi«airottS 
gallantry, to imcottnter sin^j a host of ^ne^ 
«ries. Bi«t M he had thmkened during hia IVtj 
lie bas 'Carried ;his seccet fnA him down to tfaa 
^pwve, and we must lodk into fbe knd of iq^ts 
to hail his presence, or he contented to inivqlca 
Im memory, which here indeed shali never die. 

Cbartip inornatum vkbQj 

Totve tuofi patiar laboi^s 

Impime, IjSOa, sarpere lividas 

Do not imagime, my Lord, that I presume t0 
think of giving &me to ^oaiiiB, t» him, who 
like the sculpture of Praxiteles, already stands 
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ti l^rMillDnetit ttnd model to aH future dges. I do 
not etktettsan so idle a conceit, tut I will ma> 
itfmte the utatue which he, like PygmaEoi), hsfs 
tendered wortJiy of fife, and even of imakwN 
tality. 

To hail hcs presence from the land of spiritar, 
to breathe life into the statue, and to find a snfer 
)statice for the shadow of the mighty name, I 
«hall employ an invocation of his own, and caH 
from among the dead, the wul t)f the third and 
late aiustrious Dtdce of I\)rtland. 

WtLUAM HENKY tDAVENDKH BENTlNC^t 
_^< jttattdlS>rth--^for thou wert the man T - 

It is ntft "With any want of feding, nor wMi 
any ^^ feeling, iJiat I have descended into tfte 
Bitefice of the tomb; I would visit, wilhout violat- 
ing, that sacred depository of the dead, and bring 
t>i^y itrto day the Aame that still hovers round the 
lE^es of departed worth and gcnios. There is 
isom^tbiiig solemn and almost awfiil in 'firas 
"W^mg u mighty spirit from his repose. While 
the sorceress trembled at the visaon whicb ttbe 
liaft sowmoned from the depths of iStte earth, 
^Saul bowed down and humbled hims^lbeibre 
tte presence of Samueli ascending out oJFHafles. 

Methinks I behold ybu still looking willi airt6- 
'Hislhlneilt at the vision I have placed before you, 
and demandrng already with anxrou^impatience 
1^ evidencb afid proofswhrch nrast'have lednifetb 
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this conclusions and without which I can neve^* 
hope to substantiate so serious and unexpected 
4 charge. They are before us — ^peruse all the 
Letters of Junius, and particularly the MisceU 
laneous Collection. I have drawn my inference 
from their evidence, and .will now lay before you 
my reasons fpr this opinion, trusting to your 
caiidour that I have no motive whatever for so 
doing, beyond a natural love of truth, and the 
Ratification of a harmless curiosity, though at 
any rate it has never been considered otherwise 
^n honourable, to have incurred the reputation 
of writing Junius's Letters. If I should prove 
my assertions, I shall have taken nothing from 
the reputation of their subject; if I cannot prove 
them, the memory of a great man is still aS I 
ibund it I would not however ai^ticipate your 
assent, which is not necessary to my cause : I 
am contented that you should only entertain no 
prejudice against it, because that might prevent 
your paying it as much attention as I hope you 
will find it merits. 

The leading business of Junius's Letters, was 
the restoration of the duke of Portland's estate, 
p«rt of which had been taken from him in the 
year 1767» and granted to sir James Lowther, 
who had married the daughter of lord Bute* 
To this circumstaDC<p your Lordship is no 
stranger, it rests with me to shew that it was 
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the direct if not the only cause of Junius*s writ- 
ing. I must beg you however d:o bear in mind, 
that if this were the object of Junius, he could . 
hardly have chosen a more 'probable means for itS: 
attainment; than the disgrace and dissolution of 
that administration, which, under the banners of 
lord Bute, and in regular hostility to the Whig 
interest, had already removed the dukes of New- 
castle and Devonshire from the Cabinet, and now^ 
sought to deprive the. duke of Portland of his 
property ^nd influence in Cu'mberland. Junius 
is. always a staunch Whig, and throughout his 
numerbas writings still looks forward to the re- 
turn of his party to power. I shall premise that 
it was as natural to the duke of Portland to se- 
cure this last point, as to attempt the preserva- 
tion or restoration of his estates; for to great 
minds ^power is no less precious than wealth. * 
. The opinion I profess in commencing 4hi» 
investigation is, that Junius independently and 
primarily sought the security of the duke of 
Portland's estate, and in support of this opinion 
I i^all follow the courfia&of his letters, according 
^a their dates, and point out the prominent fea- 
tures of that disposition: which pervades them 

all. _ •. ''i . ^ ..;; ' /, -:.i . ■. ■ .\ . , '. '..>■... 

The first public lettfer of this celebrated person 
WS« Wceived.by Mr. Woodfall on the 28th of 
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April, 1767. At that time he had not aisumeJ 
t^e name by which he has since become » 
highly distinguished. The letter is signed Fo- 
plicola, and contains a severe invective a^ins^ 
lord Chatham, who being then a coa(]^utor of 
the duke of Grafton, was of so much importance 
tp his Grace, that the latter in reply to a letter 
of Mr. Wilkes's soliciting the royal clemency, 
answered only, that ^ application muilt be made 
to lord Chatham, and that be did nothing with^ 
out lord Chatham.' In the same letter Junins^ 
or more properly speaking, FopUcola, reproaeheft 
lord Chatham with sacrificing his brother-in^lai^r, 
lord Temple, and promoting his rancorous 
enemy the duke of Grafton ; with making the 
&vourite lord Bute the only partner of his pow- 
er, after having spent years in declaiming against 
his pernicious influence. He considers him as 
a dictator in time of peace abusing the power 
entrusted to him for remedying the disasters of 
an unsuccessful war, and having ever in view 
the destruction of his country's constitution; to 
effect which, and be consistent with his main 
design, he says ^he must exei:t himself to 
weaken and impwerish eoery rank and order of 
the community J "which by the nature of their pro^ 
periy^ and Ae degree of their wealthy might have 
apecuUar interest m the support if the ^stabUsked 
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g&Derfment^ as "well as p&ooer to oppose any ftea* 
cheroms attempt against it. The landed estate 
nmst be oppressed^* 

According to the statement in Shebbeare's 
fBiiaphlet, the ancestor of his grace of Portland, 
tbe^ fiivourite of William the Third, received 
ih»n tbat Sottereigri, fi*e parts in six of the whole 
couhty of Denbigh in Wales, 135,820 acres of 
the forfeited estates in Ireland, besides large do- 
ffisttfons c^ fend in England, which are not spe* 
cifieii. — The English grants, however, were th6 
liopor of Penritfe, mchvding the Forest of Ingk^ 
f9D0dy and Me CasUe and Manor of Carlisle in Cum- 
herbatd^ which at this time (17&7J had been in 
the possession of the Portland family for 65 
yeavsr, and were now reclaimed, as never having 
biieii included in the royal grant, on the plea 
tiiat nuUum tempus oemrit regij and that the 
6iwrn ^an revive a claim for lands thus hdid 
witbopta^fe^ lMe^ in spite of any length of 
possessioii. The real object of this revived 
dkiio, and the grant of l3ie lands to sir James 
Lowther, was the purpose of carrying a depend- 
ing election for the county of Cumberland in his 
favour, against £he interest of the duke of Port- 
^fatnd, who brought in the members for Carlisle as 
i^^ as those lor the c^uftty. Mr. SSiebbeare as- 
fN^fCif, that not only that part of the fbrest granted 
W»i^'JI^0i6S Howtbev had never beei^ graQ«e4 

C2 
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to the other &inilj, but that it bad been illegal^ 
\y assumed, and that the manor of Carlisle hadi 
never been a grant from the Crown (to the earl: 
of Portland) was evident, because it was a pur- 
chase for life of the last surviving lessee, to whom* 
it had been granted by Catharine quegn dowager 
of Charles 11. and consequently (he adds) after 
the deat^ of that lessee the Portlands had 
held it iHegally from the Crown. 

This information is from the pen of a man 
who had been severely punished in the reign of 
George II. for abusing the King, or,as besays^ 
for writing a sixth letter to the people of En- 
gland, and who was now converted to extreme 
loyalty in favour of George III. receiving a pen- 
sion from the reigning administration,, to whom 
this explanation really belongs ; for it was theif 
plea of right to grant the forest and castle to 
sir James Lowther, who agreed to recover thein 
at his own expense ;; and it was in anticipatioa 
of the publicity and acknowledgment of all 
jthese arrangements, that Junius's first public 
letter had appeared. 



LETTER Vt 

15 January, HlJ&. 

Otf the 9th of;July, l7B7,8ir James Low* 
ther presented his first memorial to the treasury^ 
praying a grant of the forest of InglewoOdand 
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sbccage of the castle of Carlisle. The .memo- 
rialist says he is informed, that the posses- 
sion of the premises has been for many years 
withheld from the Crown j and that na benefit 
arises to the Crown therefrom ; therefore he prays 
a lease for three lives on such terras as to their 
l<H*dships shall seem meet. 

The board of treasury referred this memorial 
to the surveyor of ^ the crown lands for his opi- 
nion thefeon, who reports on the 7th of August, . 
1767, that the forest of Inglewood and ^occage 
of Carlisle were not conveyed by king William's 
grant to the earl of Portland, but were still 
vested in the Crown, and he therefore recom- 
mends a lease to be granted to sir James Low- 
ther, for three lives, on certain reserved rents, 
viz. 50/. jperawnwm for the soccage of Carlisle, and 
135. 4rf. for the forest, besides a third part in both 
of such lands as shall be recovered from the Duke. 
I Meanwhile, as if in anticipation of this me- 
morial and report, the author of Junius, under 
the signature of Anti Sganus, Jun. had' attacked 
Icifd Bute on the 24th June in the same year, 
accusing, him of creating and fomenting confu- 
sion, sacrificing the honour of a King, and de« 
stro3dng the hapjpiness of o^ nation, from a natural 
itch for doing -mischief. Hechgrges him with cow- 
ardice, avarice and anAitionj and. spurns himifdfs 
having- had ithe good, fortune, to corrupt lord 
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Chatham, on whom he then vents a litUe sj^een^ 
«<Wha, indeed, could have suspected that it 
should ever conrist with the spirit and under^ 
standing of that person, to accept a share of 
power under a pernicious court minion, whdm 
he himself had affected to detest or despise, as 
much as he knew he was detested and despised 
by the whple nation. I will not censure him for 
the avarice of a pension, nor the melancholy am* 
hifion of a title. These were objects which he 
perhaps looked up to, though the rest of the 
world thought them far beneath his acceptance* 

But to become the stalking-horse of a stallion^ 
to shake hands with a Scotchman at the hazard 
9f catching all his infamy, to fight under bis 
auspices against the constitution, and to receive 
the word from him. prerogative and a thistle^ by 
the once respected name of Pitt, it is even be- 
low contempt." 

He afterwards recommends lord Townshend 
to paint him as a lunatic brandishing a crutch^ 
or brawling through a grate, or writing with 
desperate charcoal a letter to North America^ 
On this occasion he uses the signature of Cor- 
reggio, and as he would therein caricature se« 
veral persons in power, I will briefly recapitulate 
hts bitter sarcasms, to shew what inveteracy the 
author of Junius felt against those who were de« 
j^riving the duke of Portland of his estate. He 
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had iki additional tesmn without doubt, beside 
the one I assign, as the cause of reviling the mi- 
mstrj ; — ambition for power himself. But this 
will appear a secondaiy consideration for a long 
lime to coiAe, and though I shall attend to it 
hei^after, I regard Junius at present as the 
advocate of this apparently injured nobleman. 

Lord Camden, then Lord Chancellor (already 
denominatied an apostate lawyer), is to be repre- 
aented " with the laws of England under his feet, 
and before his distorted vision a dagger, which 
he calls the law of nature, and follows, as it 
liiarsfaals him the way to the murder of the consti- 
tution." He afterwards calls him Judge Jefferies. 
Charles Townshend the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and his brother Lord Townshend, (the ama- 
teur painter) Lord-Lieut, of Ireland, were descri- 
bed in his fourth letter, dated Aug. 25th, as enfam 
perdus^ and are now " with little variety, subjects 
for the same portrait; a boaster without spirit, 
*nd a pretender to wit, without a grain of sense ; 
a i^in-gloriolis idler without one single good 
quality, eitheif of head or heart. Mr. Conway, 
secretary of state for the northern department, 
is recommisAded to the painter as Caution with- 
<*it foresight, a tnottey thing, half civil, half 
i^ilitary. He sitB by the side of the duke of 
Grafton, And tote the efid of a period, beginning 
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with " I did not say I would pledge myself j*'— 
the rest he eats; - i. ^ 

The duke of Graftoais .*? a furious charioteer, 
driving down a precipice, while .Britannia, a 
bloody carcase, lies mangled under his wheels/' 
r Lord Northington, president of the council, 
blasting a la Tilbury j a ^reasonable number of 
•decrees piled up with the word reversed in capi- 
tal letters on each side of them. Lord Shelbume 
secretary of state for the southern department, 
as Malagrida ; a little more devil about his eye- 
brows is 7^equired for his person*:— a blinking bull- 
•dog is to be placed alongside ; as the ejcablem of 
his mind. Thomas Townshend, afterwards lord 
^Sydney, as half a paymaster with a globe of 
•paper on his eye, and a label out of his mputhi 
indicating, '^ No, sir, I. am of t'other side.*' The 
earl of Bute behind a curtain, and.the:^arquis 
of Granby, commander in chief, and lord Bar- 
rington, secretary at.war^ pulling the two ends 
of a rope, and strangling • three-fourths of the 
army by means of a slip-knot in the middle. 
Sir Gilbert Illliot, at that time Irish Secretary, 
as a Scotchman teaching the Irish, people to 
pronounce the English languisige. ' In this letter 
he ridicules and caricsttures the Scotch clerks and 
Scotch, secretaries who "may be. i^hed out to 
the life, with on? hand grasping st pen, the other 
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rivetted in their respective » ■ /^ Junius never 
omits an occasion of reflecting upon this, nation. 

/Die succeeding letters, without signatures, 
keep up the same spirit of caricature upon the 
ministry, especially in the grand council for the 
afiairs of Ireland. 

In letter the ninth, (Dec. 5,) on the King's 
speech at the. opening of the parliament, he 
says, " it is notorious, the ministry subsist only 
by creating divisions among others, that their 
plan is to separate party from party, friend from 
• friend, brother ;from brother ;. that their motto 
is. Divide et imperaJ^--^ln the te|ith ; he , pro- 
fesses an esteem for Mr. G. "Grenyilte, and says, 
"it is a truth, too melancholy and too certain for 
Great Britain, that there does exist a particular 
set of men, base and treacherous enough to have 
enlisted under the banners of a lunatic, to whom 
they sacrificed their honour, their conscience, 
and their country, in order to carry a point of 
party, and to gratify a personal rancour.** Here 
he alludes to Mr. Wilkes. I shall resume the 
flubject in my next letter, wherein I hope to 
point out the measures still pursued by the mi- 
nisters, with respect to the duke of Portland's 
case, as either preceding, accompanying^ of im- 
mediately following, the corresponding attacks 
of Junius, whose knowledge and information, as 
»n individual, we have allowed to be rapid be- 
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yond example, and may, therefore, imagine 
tfufficient to account for the attacks having been 
hitherto in advance. But, if you doubt his in* 
formation as an individual, being sufficient, and 
admit that the object of the letters was to sub^ 
stantiate the Duke's case, how will you account 
for the rapidity of his information, without ad- 
mitting that the information must have beeii 
gained either from the Dttke himself, or from 
some of his immediate dependants or lawyers ? 
Even as an individual, whence could he have 
derived his knowledge so much in advance of 
the public, but from the sources I have men- 
tioned, and why should he, as an individual, 
bring this particular question so pertinaciously 
before the people of England ? 



LETTER VIT. 

17 Jan. 181 e. 

I WILL put you in possession of somfe 
more fects of the duke of Portland's case before 
I call your attention to the letters which followed 
them in the work before us. On the 2d of Sep- 
tember, 1Y6Y, the duke of Portland received 
authentic information (notwithstanding all the 
silence and reserve of office) of sir James Low- 
therms memorial, and the surveyor-generaPs re- 
port, for so it is called. He immediately applied 
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for a suspension of all proceedings in the matteri 
till he had an opportunity of laying his title be** 
fore the board. The treasury, in the interim, 
had adjourned till the 9th of October ; and dur<- 
ing this vacation, all lawyers being absent from 
London, the Duke could make but little progress 
in preparing his title. In the beginning of Oc-> 
tober, vis. on the 8th, caveats were entered in 
the offices of the chancellor of the exchequer, 
and the auditor of the land revenue for the 
county of Cumberland, to prevent any lease or 
grant passing by surprise to sir James Lowther } 
and the Duke presented a memorial to the boaid 
of treasury, praying to be heard by counsel, in 
defence of his own title. He received an answer 
through Mr* Grey Cooper, thei^r secretary, that 
no step should be taken towards the decision of 
the matter in question, till his Grace's title ha4 
been stated, referred to, and reported on, by the 
proper officer, and fully and materially considered 
by the board of treasury. This answer was dated 
October lOth, 1767 ; and the secretary mentions 
in it, that upon the reading of his memorial, the 
fluke of Grafton and the other lords directed! 
him to make that communication. 

The next step of the duke of Portland was to 
have recourse to the surveyor's office, to inspect 
the surveyor's court-rolls and muniments, on 
which the surveyor had founded his report. Ap? 
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plication was made to Mr. Zachary Chambers^ 
the deputy-surveyor, for that purpose ; the then 
surveyor-general being an elderly gentleman, 
who had lost his sight by age, and was incapable 
of business : Mr. Chambers refused to comply. 
The duke of Portland met the duke of Grafton 
on the 2Sth of November, at court, and had a 
conference with him on the subject ; and, a few 
days afterwards presented another memorial, 
dated Dec. 2, praying an ordet for the-inspec- 
tion of the surveys, &c. that related to the ques- 
tion. The secretary informed the Duke's agents 
on the next day, that their lordships had granted 
the request, as to the inspection of the surveyor's 
bflSce, not upon a foundation of right, but as a 
inatler of candour and civility ; and that the 
order would be drawn up by Mr. Watkins the 
clerk. The agent applying to Mr. Watkins was 
piit off by him till the Aiiddle of the next week j 
he afterwards called twice, and paid the fee for 
the order, which the clerk said had been sent to 
the surveyor-general, and refused a copy, alle- 
ging that the order sent to the surveyor-general 
was sufficient. ' Application was then made at 
the deputy-surveyor's, to know if they had re- 
ceived it. They denied that any such order had 
been sent, although they had returned an answer 
to the treasury two diays before, remonstrating 
agmnst any otder ifdr inspection l^ those who 
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litigate the rights of the Crown. . Then farther, 
application was made at the treasury, to hunt out 
this supposed order, which Mr. Grey .Cooper, 
their secretary, had told them the lords had given 
instructions for, out of their great candour and 
civiUty ; and , in this manner the Duke's agents- 
were tossed about from pillar to post, from the; 
2d of December till Christmas. ;Meanwhile the. 
grants were executed. to sir James Lowther, all, 
but the exchequer ses^l, even before the duke. of 
Portland or. his agents were. ever. apprised that^ 
the inspection of the surveyor-general's office 

was denied.. . , ^ 

. On the 12th of December, in pursuance. ^f 
their lordships' commands, the directions of the 
bo^rd were sent to -tlje surveyor, desiring him ta 
peirmit. the inspection of hisLoffice. On the i5th 
the surveyor /repprts, that the records .in iiis 
Q^ice^re not public, but kept for the Kiiig^a uset 
only } .then, he. remonstrate against any.permis*, 
sion to inspect by the agejats of any persons wha 
avowedly intend to coAte^t the rights: of the 
Crown, In. the conclusion, he, the surveyor, re- 
commends the, shortest way to try liie rights <rf 
the Crowoi^ by granting ^the desired, leases to sir 
James Lowther. ._j 

. On the 22d of December, Mr. Grey Cooper 
wrote. to, the dul^ of Portland, that the boards 
upon;reGeiyipg the surveyor's .seccp^. QiejQiorial# 
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rdSimigtlie mspeetioti of bis office to his^t^tiftceV 
dgvatj and recommending the TreafiUFy to pvo- 
qeed the shoFteat way to woii:, had giren the 
leises ta sir Jameflt Lowther without more ade. 

The duke of Foitiand sends bis agenkt ta 
lord Nortii, then chaoic^efior of the exchcfquer^ 
(since the death of Charles Townsend, whom he 
siiciceeded on the 4th of September,) begging 
bin ta withhold the seal, in consequence of the 
carveat entered at his office. The chancellor o^ 
ihe exchequer said be was pressed to sM% the 
seal instantaneously ; that, as cbaneettor of the 
exchequer, he considered himself a ministerial 
officer, and sqbject as much to ain4)Fdieif from Ulie 
board of iceaemy ak any cooiiDon clerk, in re- 
qoiect to b£s seal to grants ; and, therefore, he 
eodd not withhold it. Another caveat was en- 
tered afterwards at the office c^ the privy seal ; 
Ibe earl of Chatham^s health met allowing him t& 
attend te« busine99, the privy seal was put into 
coioamisBton fbo no other purpose but to hear 
okmsel upon that caveat, mtwithstanding the 
bx)dfaigh ohanceili^, whose abiUfiies and integrity 
|o iii^ire ihtb that matter no one cftn doubt; 
Mmains, in ord^ar after the privy seal to give tiie 
defendants a second hearing. 
' i bav&beeaihus minute in dfetaSing the dr- 
cumotances of the duke of Fbrdand's case up to 
the ifip^sent time, that y<m may compare the 
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&cts with those either detailed or aHuded to in 
the following Letters of Junius. The date of his 
next letter is the 16th of February, 1768, before 
which time the Dukq had received another from 
Mr. Grey Cooper, whic^h I cannot do better thaD 
give you. 

His Grace had written, it seems, to the duke 
of Gxafton, reminding him of the reply he had 
received in answer to his first memorial, froia 
the treasury board, on the 10th of Octdber^ 
1767, which concludes with that remarkable pas- 
sage, *' And I am directed to assvre your Grace^ 
that no step shall be taken toxvards the decision qf 
Hie matter in question^ UU your GraceU title hag 
been statedj referred to^ and reported on by ihe 
proper qfficerj and fully and materially considered 
by the board qf treasury*^* 

Mr. Grey Cooper's letter ia dated Janusuy 89 
176S. You ymSk not &il to notice the eypressioas 
of regard from the duke of Grafton and the 
boards and his reluctance and unwillingness to 
majce any order which might carry even the. ap- 
pearance of afiecting his Grace's clam tp tb? 
lands in question ; and that he withheld hisatf^ 
sent so long as he thought he could do it, and 
so on, &c« 

Mr LOED, ^h January^ 1768. 

'' As I have but too much reason to apprehend that 

your Grace's last letter to the duke of Graft<H]^ relative to the 
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forest of Ihglew<HN}> .which has giv.cxi him much real concern^' 

was in a great measure occasioned by my not having explained 
to your .Grace so fully as I ougbt^ the grounds and motives on 
which the board appeared to ine to have proceeded during the 
course of this whole transaction ; I must humbly beg your 
Grace's permission to lay before you> more at large than Ldid 
in the last letter which I had the honour of writing to you^ what 
I conceive to be the real state of the circumstances of the case. 
The surveyor-general, in his first report, dated in August last, 
declares his opinion, that the forest of Inglewood is not in 
grant, but actually vested in the Crown ; and recommends and 
advises, that a lease of the said forest may be granted tojsir 
James Lowther, for such a term, at such a rent, and on such 
conditions as are therein mentioned. In ordinary cases, ac- 
cording Jto the ancient practice and precedents of the treasury, 
reports of this nature are immediately approved qf upon being 
read, and leases are ordered in conformity to such-Opinions, In 
this in^aQQe,'the consideration of the report was postponed^ 
with many expressions and marks on the part of the Duke and the 
whole Board, of the greatest personal regard for your Grace. 

On the 9th of October last, being the day on which the Lords 
met after the adjournment, your Grace'* first memorial was de- 
livered to me. I kid it before the Board without a. moment's 
delay/ and in preference to all other papers ; and upon my ac- 
quainting the Lords, that I understood, from my conversation 
with your Grace's agent, that a state of your Grace's claim and 
right to the f6rest might be drawn up and prepared in a short 
time, their Lordships commanded me to write to your Grace; 
the: letter dated the 10th of October, a copy qf which you was 
pleased to sfrsd enclosed to the duke qf Grafton. From the time 
of this order, all proceedings of the Board were susp^ded, and 
the whole matter slept, till it revived by your Grace^s memo- 
rial : in which you pray my Lord's directions to the surveyor- 
general, to permit your agents to inspect the surveys and retords^ 
in his office, and to take copies thereof, or such parts thereof* 
as you should be advised. 
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t M^ired yoar Grace's agent upon Ibis occaslbii, diat I mxiM 
use ttif best cbdeavmirs tlMtthia inda^penoe might be granted^* 
to 5;our Grace's request. Upon reading this memorial tbe 
Board were of opioiOQ, that the records and papers in the cus-r 
tody of the surveyor-general were not public records, but 
merely the evidences and deeds of the estates of the Crown'; 
and that no person had a right, <x iebitojustkia, to inspeolror 
take copies of such records without a special case made for that 
purpose. But it being suggested, that the surveyor-general had 
no objection to the inspection desired by your Grace, the Board^ 
ordered that your Grace's agents might be permitted to«fimke^ 
gods inspections and to take copies. of papers and records, in, 
C(u^ tike survofor^general had no abaction thereto. Upon this 
order, the surveyor m^de his second report, a copy of which 
accompanied the last letter which I had the honour of writing 
to yo^Jr Grace on this subject. 

Bi^ obfectiousto tfie impectim vim do itrangfy marked m4, 
exprested, that ike Lords zuer^ of opimon that they could not^ 
direct it to be allowed, without the hazard of great inconvenience 
and prejudice to his Majesty's intbrest on future similar occa-' 
sions and applications ; and it not appearing to' them from any 
thing alleged on the. part of your. Grace'^ agent, thftt the state, 
of your daim to the inheritance of the .f9r€st In quauion 
{which the Board had by its former order of the 9th of Oct€A>er 
undertaken to refer to the surveyor-general) could be prepared 
without such inspection, the Lords found themselves under the 
necessity of yielding to the usage qf precedents tf qffice, iaofdtr* 
ing a griatt to be made to sir James Lotuther, in pursuance' ^th^ 
i:ker opinion and repeated recommendations qf the mmeyort 
general. Upon the whole matter, I think it a debt due to truth 
and justice, to assure your Grace, that the duke of Grqftoii 
shewed the greatest reluctance and unwillingness to make any ori 
der which might carry even the appearance of affecting your 
Grace's claim to the lands in question ; and that he withheld 
his assent so long as he thought he could do it, without csta- 
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brwhing a piccetknt which might create inconTeiii^nce Fa tlie 
ftituTe roanagoneilt of the iand-rerenae^ and pr€judice the in*', 
iereito of the Crown commiUed to his .eave. 

• 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Gret Coopib. 

From the appearance, of these &cts, which I 
have collected or copied verbatim from .a publi- 
cation of Almon's in 1768, entitled the Duke of 
Portland's Case, you must see with what dupli- 
city and injustice his Grace was treated; and 
you may infer that the earl of Bute (whose in- 
fluence seems to have swayed with the surveyor 
for his recommendation to grant the leases to sir 
James Lowther, and for his refusing the duke 
of Portland a sight of the parchments in his 
office) prevailed with the unwilling members of 
the board of treasury to hurry the business 
through as they did. Here is another reason for 
Junius's horror of Scotch influence. You witt 
see more of this on the subject of the privy seal 
being put in commission. I have only to beg 
you will bear in mind the facts, and even the 
words of the case, as I have quoted them ; per<- 
haps it may prove hereafter, that this very case 
was penned by Junius or by the duke of Port? 
land. 
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LETTER VIII. 

20 January, 18 If. 

I NOW come to the consideration of 
Jimiu&*s next letter, as connected with the &te 
of the Duke's memorials, and the decision of the 
treasury, of which he was officially informed on 
the 22d of Decjember; and on .the 8th of Ja- 
nuary following, he received the letter I sent you 
in my last, from Mr. Cooper, containing the po- 
lite expressions of his grace of Grafton, as con« 
solation for the loss of his property. 

Junius's letter has no signature, and was writ- 
ten on the ,16th of February, 1768. It com- 
mences with attacking lord Camden for endea- 
vouring or recommending to establish a suspend- 
iHjg power in the Crown. It next inquires into 
the legality of appointing a third secretary of 
state : und then considers the circumistance al- 
luded to in my las]^ of putting the privy seal in 
comtmssion for six weeks, on^ account of lord 
Chatham^s ilhiess. The commission was intnisted 
to i&ichard Sutton, William Blair, and William 
£razer, esquires. Junius, or the author of the 
letter, aays, " two of them are of Scotch extrac- 
tion^ and the third recorder of St. Alban's ; and 
firo^ their insignificance and obscurity, y^re may 
easily collect, that there is some particular design 

D 2 ■ ^ ■•■"•^ • 
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in fixing upon such persons to execute one <rf^ 
the first offices of the state/' This particular 
design was, that the Lord High Chancellor might 
not hear counsel on the duke of Portland's ca-' 
veatj as stated^ in his case, and related iti my last. 
Junius ndw adverts to the illegality of the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer's refusing to withhold 
his^ seal,, on account of the duke of Portland's 
caoeat entered at his office. /^ The establish- 
ment of the several high offices of state fbrms a 
natural and constitutional check upon the prero- 
gative of the Crown. No illegal or unconstitu- 
tional grant, charter, or patent of any kind, can 
take eflfect from the mere motion of the Sove- 
reign, but must pass through a number of offices, 
iu.each of which It is the duty of the officer, if 
the case requires it^ to remonstrate to the Crown, 
^ he himself is answerable for the consequenees 
of any public instrument which he has sufiefed 
to pass through his department The d^ay of 
thia progression has another good effect, in giv- 
ing the subject time and opportunity. tQ enter l^s 
prot^t against any sudden or inconsiderate grant,' 
1^ vMi^ his own propertyy or the welfare (tf the 
iouf^ in general^ may be affected^ and to have 
the. xpatter fairly discussed. . 

^^ !rhe precedence annejcedto 'these high of^- 

Jyees^. exclusive pf the importance of the several 

d^rees of trus* repoped in them, sufficiently 
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pifdye that they ought to he confided to men of 
tkifi^fij^ character and consequence | men, i^ 
<^t degree, may safely be, trusted,* because they 
h^ve a gr^^tar stak^ to hazards £ind ai? answer* 
,a)>l^ to the puhUc with their )ives aod £»itm^e9( 
The dignity of the Iiord Privy Seal's office (m%t 
in rank to the Pr&|i4ent of t^e Cowitcil^) ¥^]d 
of itself be sufficient reason for giying it to none 
but men o^ birth and' character j and the great 
tftiist annexed to th»t dignity is a^further reasonfor 
never committing such an office to any but men 
of the first rank and fortune. But in the choice 
of , the pr^eiit commissicmers there seems 1^ be 
jbme^Qg particularly and singularly improper. 
When a Mt^at is entered against a grant pf, tiie 
Crownj, and whejri la. question of political and 
'c/e>inmercial importance is thei^foee to bet di^^ 
cusseds can there he a higher imuU to ifiet jmip 
Uc than to eomtnit the determinatdpn of wfih a 
question to three pef sons, very low in point of 
iMiky and absolutely dependant iq* point. of si- 
tuation 2 SUsall we . nat be justified in supposing 
that. they axe elected for, norther ^^lityimt 
thcdir tusigmficmnce? . ^ -i 

« Whatever pretences may be allc^ged.tO\^ 
contrary^ the pibUc will have too much rj^tfion 
to suspect that. these worthy Ci^nnniastattfirs<|m| 
4;dii^t tl)eit:iei^n»:a0d &at^tbe joib kteoStr^ 
to fae jmpesed upon gentiemm 6f a ;hi|^etie(»> 
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tionHhan a clerk in office. I cannot believe 
that these persons could have been chosen by 
the earl of Chatham. Whatever may be his 
faults, a man of q>irit could no more lend his d& 
fice, dian he could his mistress, to the purpose of 
pfcfititation, much less would he descend to take 
either of tfaeslk back again with a public nlark of 
infiimy upon them ! 

** Now let us suppose these three rei^ctable 
pers(His seated upon their tribunal, with two 
judges of England by their side, and the first 
lawyers of' this country pleading before th^m 
upon a question of the Jirst importance to this 
cwmtrtf ; the judges, I doubt not, will sit in si- 
ieiit wonder at the judicial abilities of these great 
men, and silent l^ey must be, unless ^ point of 
law should arise on which the triumvirate i^all 
deign to ask tlieir opinion. Hie lawyers will 
naturally exert their utmoitf; efforts when they 
consider that they have tiie honour to plead be- 
£»-e three gentlemen of such profound know- 
ledge, such distinguished rank, and such in- 
flexible probity that neiffier ignorance^ nor mt- 
nistcrial it^luence^ nor pridate corruption am have 
mgf share in their decision, 
^ ^« I pity the unhi^py Englishman^ for lie per- 
ktpir may blmdi for his situation.'^ 
\^ Hicur you see, wit& a trifling exception^ iht 
julnde o^ this letter is dedicated ta theaffiiir d 
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the duke,of Portland, a«d you will find by .and 
by, that the same language and doctrine are held 
afid, iirgued in the ca9e yf\u^h I will produce 
and ocmipare hcreqfkr jpiOi the letkr.. ; 



LETTER IX. 

22 Jan. 1816. 

The thirteenth Letter of Junius, und^r 
the signature of Mnemon, is, dated February 
24ih, 1768, and is written expressly also on the 
same subject. The character of the English for 
patience to a certain extent is exhibited, and 
their irresistible force and unrelenting severity 
in attacking and punishing the authors of their 
grievances when roused at Isust beyond suffer- 
ance. The dispensing power,, argued by lord 
Camden, is again brought in as the stalking* 
horse to the real grievance which IVf nemon has 
deep and deepest at heart. Tlfus he corn*, 
mences it: — ^^ Having had sufficient proof, a^ 
they thought (the administration), of the pas- 
sive disposition of their fellow-citizens, find at a 
loss for precedents of despotism of a modem 
'<^te in any civilized country, they.begi|n to 
ransack the stores of antiquated oppression^ an4 
ventured to perpetrate /m acty hy a singuiar ami* 
fo^ithn^ qfmch comtmmaic avdacit^ md mean^ 
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riess tf spirit as it might well ipe thought impMible 
to wdte. 

^^ In subserviency to tiie odioiis influence undent 
which they act, (the influence of kMrd Bate^) 
this administration daredj to an informer nearly 
allied to that very ir^htencej at the time^ and for 
the purposes of an election^ refusing to hear 
counsel, not daring to take the opinion o£ the 
King's law servants, denying access to the re- 
cords in their possession ; to pass a grant qf the 
estate of a nobk and most respectable person^ de- 
rived from a King to "whom we owe all our liber- 
/fe^, sixiy-three years in undisputed possession^ 
ilie subject qf frequent settlements^ and now ac- 
iually a part qf the jointure qf the noble 
Duchess.*^ Mnemon, you perceive, was accu« 
rately informed of all the circumstances, and 
relates them almost verbatim as from the pub- 
fidied case, though it was not then published^ as I 
sbail prove hereafter. The date of this letter 
of Mnemon is the 24th of February; the in- 
A>rmer and new grantee was sir James Lowther, 
who had married, as you may remember, tfa« 
daughter of lord Bute. But to return to Mne<« 
mon t'^ * 

<<- The peopk qf, England at lengtli b^an to 
ireak sHem^. They mighty indeed, took vpon the 
prhate wrong as a matter qf inward metBtathm^ 
find' a fbrtber exercise of their patiened; but 
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the princ^le of this gia&t has given a Aack to 
the wkok • landtd property of England* Called 
iipdn by iMs )>ractical menace to aJlkmded pro^ 
perb/j — and by many other detached griev« 
ances arising from the same absurd and tyran* 
nical principle, that no length of possession 
secures agunst a claim of the Crown j one of the 
driest, most virtuous, and most temperate men 
in the kingdom, supported by a steady band of 
M^brm patriots^ has made an attempt^ in a cer- 
tain great assembly, without providing any re^- 
medy for M$ case of oppression, to secure die 
sul^ect at least for the future, against such wild 
and indefinite claims/' 

This was sir George Savile, who made a mo- 
^on on the I7th of February, 1768, secondcdr 
by sir Anthony Abdy, for leave to bring in w 
bill ^ for quieting the possessions of the suigect^ 
and for amending^ and rendering more eSddml 
an Adt of 2 1st of Jal^s I. for the generaiqn^t 
of the subject against all pretences of conceals 
ment whateveh^ The Act of James L secured 
to tiie subject any lands possessed by him; foe 
^xty years before the passing of the said Act^ 
but did not equally benefit the succeeding gem*- 
rations, becanse it would be necessary to provti 
jtbsseasion, in all cases, to liie same ssra; vi2»: 

* JuniOd' would ever inake the case of this individual the 
/ease <»f tke public, on every pouit. 
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8ixty years before the pamng of that very Act# 
The proposal to amend the bill was simply that 
an undisturbed possession of sixty years, . froQi . 
the time beings from to-day, for instance, should 
be a security against any suit of the Croy^n. 

This letter is signed ^nemon } and, thoju^b 
it is. the first time the. writer uses it, he con- 
cludes by spying, ^^ My-iiext will be on this im- 
portant subject". , 

This important subject is consequently treated 
in his next letter, the fourteenth,; eight days after 
the publication of the former ; viz. on the 4th of 
March. I have only to call your attention io the 
force of the writer's expressions, and the acrimo- 
ny with which he ftrgues against the doctrine of 
the nuUmn tempus. ^^ The maxim,' ^ he si^s, ^< that 
no length of continuance or good &ith of posses-, 
sion is available against a claim of the Crown, has 
long been the opprobrium of prerogative aiid the 
di^grffce qf our law. The ablest writers in that 
profession have ever nientioned it wi A abhorrence. 
The best judges have always cast an odium on ity 
as being Jundamenially contrary Jo natural equity 
and aU Ae maxims of a jree government, ^be 
truth is, this prerogative has. hitherto owe^its 
existence to its disuse : . it was at once an e^^gifie^ 
so formidable to the people, and /so dangerous - 
to those who should attempt to handle it, that it 
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never was considered amongst <fe insirumef^ M 
a mser minister.'' He then cqmpJares it to an 
^d piece of cannon mounted on a minedt Ite- 
tion, ndiich none dared fir^ lest ft should brin^ 
down the fiurtress it wask intended to defl^nd* : 

I will not detail the whble of the ; fetter, 
which is entirely confined to this qo^pstion ; yon 
will think at si]^cient, I hope, ^at the inost 
prORiinent points shoidd be sdected* You witt 
see bow Mnemon expose? the ministry tor hoaid- 
ing up the power of the Crown as a grand mifi^ 
tary magazine to break the fortunes and depfeii 
the spirits of the nobility, to draw the cooi^ 
mon people from their relkmce on the natianl 
interest of the country to an immediate depeo* 
dance on the Crown, and to convert ^tue votes of 
^ehoWetSy the means which our ancestors had 
provided as the great security toourjreedom^ iw* 
to Ike certain instruments ofpubUc servitude. . 
^ Mnemon here affirms, that " when they fe^ 
fiwed to give up this barbarous mamm^ it was 
evident they intended to make some sort of use 
of it. Such a conclusion could not be evaded* 
In this strait, they took the part of avowing that 
they did intend to find -some employment for 
their favourite prerbgative.'* This may account 
ibr Junius's Letters having at fiist been in ^ 
^tsince of their decision. 

They are now brought to account ipr adopti^ 
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i&gihe sunreyoitgeoeral's opiDion as the ground 
of tbeif proceedings^ as if they themselves were 
^ free agents, but m^e creatures of execti* 
|ioti« This dBce also of the 3urveyQr«*gmieral's 
is put in a dear li^t» as being mast (^^pressive 
ami Unqmntoriatj arbitrary and despotic. Bikt I 
have made you acquainted already wkh ^ par* 
ticulars of the case ttnis far, in reject to the 
unwarrantable recomnieildation of the surveyo^ 
to take the shortest way, and gras^ the leases at 
ofaoe'to sir James Ldwilier, after refiising the 
^ke of 'Portland's agents a sight of the papers 
<m which the surveyor founded his report, and I 
flbill . now conchide this letter with an extract 
ftom MnemoA, which is pointed with a deadly 
venom, abd used as a double-edged swwd, if 
iMKt to cut both ways, at any rate to inflict two 
wounds at one blow. 

He is speaking of the arbitrary pnnciples 
which vegetate and take su«h fast root in the 
luxuriant soil of this country. He first alludes 
to the case of Wilkes.—" When they »^lm 
(thfese priildples) to be cut up by the roots, they 
wiU suddenly shoot up in some other place, and 
titider some other and more dangerous appear* 
ttnce: suppress them under the shape of general 
warrants or seizure of papers, tliey will start up 
in the forip of dispensing pow^s, (the old stalks 
|lijg4iorse);/&^lKre (^ehariersy violation of pulh 
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«nd list^ not leiRSt} roish^ up mtiqfuilod UUes.^ 
the QiWfh Tbere is a coMideratioafitill xnwe 
melaadioty, that niaay perscms^ afKxiatizaig 
from their principles, betraying their msMciates, 
and eombittii^ with their adversaries, make no 
other n^ of* the credit ^ey have deri^ ftwn 
thar formefr activity in the cause of ftcttdotn 
than that, they may approach it without swfiU 
don and wound it beyotnl all pooslk^y «f 



cinre/' 



Wood&ll says that the duke of Orafton is 
iiere meant; and I wiU only add, that he hid 
formeriy patronised Wi^s, afnd^ that once i^ 
and the diAe^f Portland werediends.. 



Iir referring to the last Letter whidi 
I had the honour to wiiteito ^yoju^ I have thoqgiit 
it not irrelevant to our cause to*iiie»t|on oneior 
two passages in confirm^iticmiof what I had.ad-^ 
vanced respecting Wilkes and the duke pf Gim& 
ton. Periu^ the introdoetiott of them ought 
properly to have been ilelayai uMil we^faioiiU 
have dismiffi.ed the imcMBhate subject «f darn, 
search^ as tbey are iu'iKwitt degree foifei^^^ 
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tlni^ but it unM indbice aeiy a trivial detention 
• which, I trittt, you will not regret. I shall give x 
you an extract from the forty-eighth letter of 
the miscellanteus coUeetion, iMgned Afeticua, 
19thofOetober, 176& 

«' Hift graee (the duke of Graftoo) had ikOr. 
mmnbtf fl^^ed his maiden sword in tibe .field 
of dpfKWtion, and had gone through all the disf 
ctpUne of the minority with credit* He dined 
at Wildnum's, railed at iivourites, looked up to 
' loid Chatham with astonishment, and was the 
dedared advocate of Mr. Wilkes. It afterwards 
pleased his Qxfice to enter into adnuoistratioa 
with IcNTd Rockingham; and, in.a very little 
time, it pleased his Grace to abandon him; He 
then accepted of the Treasury upon terms which 
lord Temple had disdained. For a short time 
his submission to lord Chatham was unlimited. 
He could not answer a private letter without 
lord Chatham's permission.'' This is an allusion 
to the letter of Wilkes, addressed to the Duke, 
iny^oring the royal cdemraicy, of which I hAVe 
already ^Kdcen. 

. Atticus continues : ^< His standing fi>reaQK)st 
in the persecution of Mr. Wilkes, if former de- 
darations and omnections be considered, is basie 
and . cbntempttble^ The man whom he now 
brands with treason and blasphemy, but a few 
yaar^ befocevifas the duke qf Gr^iw-^ Jriend i 
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litir is his identity altered exe^t by fais vmEbt^ 
tunes." 

In the fifty-seicond letter of the same collecti<»i^ 
afttirrafHTobating the persecution of Mr. Wilkes, 
the writer observes : " Other men have been 
abandoned by their friends, Mr. Wilkes alone is 
(Oppressed by thetn. One would thiidc that the 
First Lord of the Treasury and the Chancellor 
(the duke of Grafton and lord Camden) might 
have been contented with forgetting the man to 
whom they principally owed their elevation; but 
hearts likle theirs are not so easily satisfied: they 
Idft him unsupported when they ceased to want 
his asiiistance ; and, to cover the reproach of 
passive ingratitude, they pursue kim to destruc- 
tion. In the present instance the duke of Gra& 
ton may possibly find that he has played a foolish 
game. He rose by Mr. Wilkes's popularity j 
aikl it is not improbable that he may faJl by it.'' 
This letter is signed Junius, and dated the 21st 
of November, 1768. Of the former fiiendship 
of lus grtee of Ghraflon for the duke of Portland, 
I shall have occasion to speak hereafter. 

I now return to the progress of Junius's mis- 
cellaneous letters as connected with that of the 
duke of Portland's cause^ and the fiuUwH temf^ 
biH. 

^ On the ll&.of March, 1768, a week after the ^ 
appeanmce of Mnemon's second lett^, this same 
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lifiieiiidn addressed a tikwt letter to btmketf^ ' 
signed Anti-van Teague, for the sole purpose of 
obtaining a new point tFappU on which to rest 
afresh charge of criminality and injusdce against 
the ministers. It is a target set up 1^ hi«isel£ 
to receive bis own arrows ; for he there caUs the 
ancestor of the duke of Portland, one of king 
William's Datch fiivottrites ; and deafiabds, if any 
one can review the parliamentary d^ba^s of the 
sera, and not be fired at the glorious spirit exerted 
by the commons of England against the enor« 
mous grant of Crown Lands made to the Dutch , 
favourites of that monarch. We shaU soon S6^ 
how he answers this demand, and the following 
also. ^< Was not the most scandalous partiality 
shown to them, in prejudice to the peopk qfthis 
toimtry? Were not honours and riches heaped oH 
them with unexampled prqfiision ?** 

Read his next letter (the i»xteenth), of the 
B4th of March : *« When that most honourable 
[Qoard shall next think fit to bestow another 
estate on a Lowther, or on any other informer, 
wonderful no doubt will be ihe contented ac^id- 
tsemce cfthe person robbed^ when he is apprised^ 
that what is taken Jrom him^ to gratify the Scotch 
Javourite of to-day ^ was given some hundred jf ears 
ago^ by the Crown^ to a Dutch favourite of iShat 
- time^ Surehf^ Sir^ thenobk Duke^ who is the pre- 
^sugTerer, must feel great sati^acikm injtnt^ 
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Hke tini qf Ms ancestors miPsd upon hini. A 
Stuart (lord Bute) has at length risen up to 
avenge upon the memory of king William, and 
the descendants (^all those embarked xvith km iA 
the once glorious cause, the injuries and sulfe]> 
ing of that once, hut now no longer^ hate&l 
name. 

<< We have lived to see an a^Tocitte f^ir the 
ministry of George III. defending th^ir actionp 
and Justifying their conduct, by ass^rticig, not 
that their actions are just, and their conduct 
clear, but diat their injustice fiJls heavy on the 
posferi^ alone of those ^ who^ by their an^f €m4 
ihdr counsel^ assisted our great deliverer to egeef 
ihat revobitionj to xiohkhj and ^ ti>kkk okm^ Wfi 
owe tie jestahUskment of Ids present M<ffes^^ 
most iliustricms and rotfalfmiiy on the throne qf 
these kingdoms.*' 

Speaking of the minister, he again cominenc<M^ 
witih the usual 8talkiBg*>hbrse. ^< Is the revivi^ 
of the suspending and dispensing powers of the 
Ctomn an experiment of curiosity alone? Is his 
open and yincked interference in eteptumSf I^ 
treats and by bribery^ man^st ftt the vhole na^ 
trofr, to be accounted no more ti^ n gq^d-z^- 
tured 8olicita4e' for hit friends? 4r^ his "violent 
attacks upon the nunmd md h6^viim frpp^ty qf 
Aepeopkj na jndoe >fau diitilul eX^ti<^ of his 
power, to pay, on the one hand, the debts pf 
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4;he civil list ; and, on the other hand, to rake; 
support, and extend, (hatMddenjperniciotiSyxmi 
unconstitutional influence in which, and by which^ 

. he lives and moves and has his being } Is hi» 
lavish and wasteful profusion of the public pro- 
perty, in pensions, reversions, grants, and mc^po* 
polies, a decent and becoming reward to those 
Who have been, or are willing to be, his tools and 
creatures? This letter is signed Anti Stuart. 

Hie following letter. No. 17, is a geuerfd 
attack on Mr. Wilkes's character and conduct, 

. to whom Junius had conceived a personal dislike, 
according to the editor of WoodfalPs edition, pn 
account of the resistance he made to the geniGsral 
warrant, which was served upon him during.the 
administration of Mr. George Grenville. I think 
very differently in the present instance* Wilkes, 
though perhaps used as an instrument. of attaek 

, upon an administration. which Junius ahomi- 
nated, had outraged the feeUngs of all the moral 
part of the nation, and insulted the Crown, the 
Lords, and Commons, in a manner, which^ if 
perrniited, would have soon levelled all ranks of 
society to one« Junius was an aristocrat, jmd 
did not choose that Mr.. Wilkes. Bhovid under« 
mine the bulwarks of power and.patronage;. btlt 
we shall prove this hereafter. 

Inliie eighteenth letter, of the 5th.of Apol, 
be again attacks4henunistry for allowing. Wilkes 
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to cany all before him ; and tells them, he sus- 
pects that he would never have been pei:mitted 
to go such lengths, if all were well between the 
ministry and lord Bute. ** They certainly (he 
adds) have a design to terrify the Scotchman, 
and to keep him in order by producing their 
tribune: once ^ore upon the stage. Let the 
thane look to himself* Mr. Wilkes, being a 
man. of no sort of consequence in his own per- 
son, can never be supported, but by keeping up 
a cry,, and this cry can no way be maintained 
but by renewing his attacks upon the Scotch 
&vourite and his countrymen/' 

The nineteenth letter of Junius is prefaced 
with this extract from Coke's Institutes : " The 
common law hath so admeasured the King's 
prerogatives, that they should not take away, 
nor prejudice the inheritance. of any/* On thia 
occasion, Junius, under the signature C. returns 
to his old ground and contest, and fights his 
battle once agam. He.advaaces nonew&ct^ 
and few .arguments, but asserts only ^^ thatit is 
highly unconstitutional, as well as absurd, to 
introduce the Sovereign as claiming, an indul- 
gence to himself for neglects of his servants/' 
*• If the Sovereign," he saysj *' on , account of 
his. high situation, be entitled to such a privi- 
li^, his ministers /certainly have a claim for 
their share of it The lords, who are hereditary 
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counsellors of^ the Crown, the judges, every mem- 
ber of the House of Commons, and ambassadors 
sent abroad,, may all plead public employment ; 
nor can' there be any good reason alleged, why 
eyery officer engaged in the public service, from 
the High Chancellor down to the bumbailil^ 
should not be allowed his proportion ofnuHtm 
tempus.^^ " The reasons for the maxim of nulkm 
tenfpu$9^^ he continues, ** originated under the 
feudal government, to preserve the royal de- 
mesne entire, because the support of the royat 
liignity depended on it. The King, out of his 
revenue, defrayed the expenses of his £imily and 
government, and neVer applied for aids to the 
p$ojple9 hut upon pretence of extraordinary 
emergencies,** Here follow some more reasoiif 
for preserving the royal deme^ie entire, and 
thus he concludes : 

^ ^* Tq revive and enforce a maxim of this sort, 
whep not one of the reasons subsist oh which 
it >^as originally founded; when the King's 
^ami^y and government are supported by a fix^d 
revenue of j&8bo,000, raised upon the people, 
13 certainly a most wmarrantable and a most thm^ 
gergus attempt Under the present Board of 
Treasury, the reign of Empson and Dudley 
see^ms £6 flour!^ again ; and where is ih$ mmi 
who can s^y his liberty or his property is secure* 
to him, if antiquated doptrines and obsolete kwft 
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may be brought to life, at the breath ofatfoung^ 
inconsiderate^ arbitrary minister ^ and sent abroad 
to attack every subject whom he shall think proper 
to call anj^emy to government. A qodpister ca- 
pable of recommending such measures to the 
Ccown, calls to my mind the idea ^hich our 
ancestors had, of som^ black ma^cian conjuriiig 
up infernal spirits from the depths of the earth 
and of the sea^ and letting them loQ$e^ to the 
destructioB of mankind/* 

Letter the twentieth, dated 2dd of April, is a 
letter of compliment to his Grace of Grafton, 
on his appearance at the Opera with Miss Par- 
80t^ which appearance Junius, in all probalHr 
Utyj bad witnessed himself. There 13 no signa- 
tmef and but one passage that refers ta th^ st£ind- 
jx^ grievance. ^' Whether the property qf Ihf 
fi^lbjeet^ or the general fights ^ the nation^ x^e 
tQ be invaded; or whether you were tked of 
otte lady,, and chose another, £nr th^ hoif^ur- 
abfe companion of your pleasures; whether it 
WW a faoj^e-race, or a bas»ud-table y a nobk dis^ 
regard ^ forms seemed to operate through ail 
jfWr eonductJ^ 
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LETTER XL 



25J^n. 18l^r 



The next production of Junius, ihe 
tweAty*first, resumes his wonted subject His 
perseverance is really indefetigable : he has 
already repeatedly rushed on the ministry; 
charged, attacked, front, flank, and rear; armed, 
unarmed, with an axe, a small sword, a bludgeon, 
and even with fists ; rostris et tmguibtiSj tooth 
and nail, disguising the smallness of his forces 
fay multiplying the variety of their appearancesr; 
marching and countermarching them rapidly in 
di£^rent and opposite directions ; he has eib- 
countered the enemy under six different banners, 
and now waves a seventh that bears for its device 
the double &ce of Janus* 

He now characterizes the ministry by the 
word dupUci^j *^ not that^little sneaking qualily^ 
called double dealings which every petty-fogging 
rascal may attain to, but that real dwpUcity qf 
character which our ministers have assumed to 
fliemselves, by which every member of their 
body acts in two distinct capacities^ and, Janus- 
like^ bears two faces and two tongues, either of 
which may give the lie to the other without 
danger to his reputation.' 
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After this exordium, follows kn exhibition, 
review, or sham fight, with some of his troops* 
Imprimis, Mr. Wilkes is called out, makes a 
parade, and retires; the stalking-horse, as usual^ 
cuts a fbw capers, curvets, and trots off; two 
minor corps are marched from the rear, and 
dispatched ; and while he amuses the supposed 
enemy with rather a ludicrous exhibition of hiis 
lame cavalry, he opens a tremendous fire from 
his masked battery, loaded with the whole his- 
tory and all the arguments detailed in the case 
of the duke of Portland* That remarkable sen- 
tence which I formerly pointed out to you,- 
is:fired in the teeth of his opponents. " The 
duke of Graf ton J before any proceedings were had 
in tiie affair^ did actuaUy pronUse to the dukeqf 
Portland^ that no step should be taken towards the 
decision of the mattery ^ his Ghrac^s iitk should 
be stated^ referred to^ and reported on^ by the pro^ 
per officer y and fully and maturely considered by 
the Board ofTreaswry*^ 

Had the duke of Portland (says Junius the 
Bifrons) been fully apprised of the new doctrine 
of the two-fold state of ministers, he would have 
considered this promise, as it was really meant, 
as ilkisoryj and only an expedient to lull him 
Asieep while the business was going on. Hi^ 
has Borons thus discovered what his Grace 
would have thought on the occasion? But be 
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proc66dS to state that ^^ the dake of QtiRon 
odouts th^ promts which he si^s was tnadvert-^ 
V entfyghen bjf him, and consequently not to be 
keptj beeau$e he was the King^s minister*. The 
promise having been given as a prmate num^ and 
in this he can be suf^Kuted by the soundest cit- 
mistry*'^ Bifrcms then observes, that be remeat^ 
bwed seeing Bassambaum, Saurez, Mcfina, aada 
9Core of Jesuitical beoks, burnt at Paris for theiir 
sdimd casuistry^ by th^ htnds of the hangnafi. 
The letter condudes with some i»tler railiecy 
on his Grace fer the em|^yment of this sound 
casuistry. 

Letter tibe twenty^secoad, ef the 6th of May^ 
idlAtes ^nly that the parliament was to be 
opeaed by comnadssion^ tb(High this dccum- 
stance fiimi^M JuiHus with aiM)th6r occasion 
to^ abuse the men in poiier* 
/ A wedk's respite intervenes, and ourchasi^ 
pfon having burnished his arms and clotii^ fat»- 
i^lf in the consular purple, again puts himsdf 
at the head of his veteran legiMs* His pesrttna* 
&ty is invincible. He seems, ii^eed, to com- 
mence with repelKng an attack made' by some 
p£ &e mercem^ troops of his oppcaientSy fattt 
he vel!y soon returns to the offensive, ioraislmi 
his t>ld weapomi, and then with a truly Roman 

* Miaisteir and Miin<— sn antitbfris Junios never forgtis. 
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mdoiir) ftlkpcUUtti^ into the midst of the eiie- 
ny^ and puts all that xndet him to the i^ord. 

We are tdld now that ^^ tiie charge agaowt 
thMft 18 not ^at they Iiave granted to sir James 
Liiwllier an estate i^ch m law in the right of 
the duke of Porttand, but that they partially, 
4ad in ma&y peMs of the pioceeding^ surr^ti- 
IJeosIy, iq»en the batse r^rt of a siribordinatb 
^oileer, wiUhout saffeting his vouchers to be exa- 
Muiedi without hearing counsel or aUowi&g 
time 6t memB of defence to the parfy, or due 
^afformatloR to themselves^ have violated the 
«9aitable aad presumptive right of kmg and 
indisputed possession fi>r the purposes qf undue 
it^uence at an^ ebcthn, mnd ^ pa^ng a Imse 
court to a i:lM4e9tine and dangerous pofwer. 

^^ This is the chcarge against ti^em 'wiick ihq 
futpe not attempted tb answer y wkkk tiugf never 
eon answer^ ondiMchwmjl^fabrand^ipontkeir 
Ji^ekmis ihmt no sophistry wiU be ahJe to effiu^ 
mid no veik ff ministerial artifice mil heilmk 
enough to conceal frem ike e^es qf an hidigmmt 
md mpswss> pmxn^BK 

«' The Miiiisters aibet to be surprised that th« 
^»yiter of the dldce of Porttaod'g case has taken 
fio notice of his Otaee's titie^ and has w>i iei 
fbrtA^ the iSorveyor^enemini^ Mpdtt agtthiil it^ 
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7%^ are at Uberfy to amuse ^emselves with suck 
<mmbservations. I bape that writer will never give 
them any disturbance in their learned pleadings 
on this subject: he has, I trusty too much sen&e 
to moot in the public papers the legjal constrao- 
tion of a clause in a Crown grant*'* 

Here, give me leave to call to your attentimif 
that.his Grace of Portland never did produce 
his.title ; Junius, or as he calls himself, Valef 
rius^ was as well informed on that point as on 
aU the others of the case, but never calculating 
that all these letters written under so many dif- 
ferent signatures, would ever be justly assi^ed 
to. the one, the only pen that had written them ; 
he afifects or implies ignorance on this point as 
Valerius, and merely says •* they are at liberty 
to. amuse themselves with such observations/' 

The. rest of the letter, jfor Valerius, for Junius, 
or for any other political writer, is. expressed ia 
a strain of vehemence rather, difficult to be ae- 
coui^d for. I^ will make Bome extracts^ aiid 
conclude this letter of my own. 

^' It is a matter of perfect indifference to th^ 
ptfbttCf whether the grant, for instance, of the 
itnanor of Dale, is sufficient to convey Swale 
also^ as its. app^dant, or whether Swale ought 
specifically to be named: hut it does concern the 
pubttcy and in the highest degree, whether long^ 
quiet, undisputed possession, which is the best 
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of titles against the subject (I fear Junius knew 
of no other), i^hall, or shall not, be a title at all 
against the Crown F-r-Whether the Treasury^ 
availing itself of a remnant of odious and inac^e 
barbarism^ shall, upon points of legal subdlity, 
endeavour to shake that title ? — Whether they 
shall decline taking the opinion of the King's 
law servants on such important points of law? — 
Whether they shall refuse to hear the party by 
his counsel ? and. Whether, without any of these 
Jbrms^ sense of justice^ and of all decency and 
camdourj they shall arm a wealthy informer with^ 
Crown claim to harass and oppress the object. 

" These are the .points in the duke of Port- 
land's case in which the public^ is concerned. 
If no prescription is pleadable against the Crown, 
and if the treasury, without a hearings is suffered 
at pleasurcy to halloo an informer at tour estate 
on the bare report of a surveyor's deputy— their 
cnxm creature !--^Woe to the property qf England! 
Remember, that almost all ths^t property has, 
at one time or other, flowed from royal grants. 
No possession, no purchaser, no mortgagee is 
safe, no farther safe than he is covered by the 
Act of James the First, which is now sought to 
be converted from a temporary regulation into a 
{>erpetual rule of law. 

^* That tndy wise and patriotic bill which the 

♦ JHihlie agtin. 
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fdnisterM gentlemen are pleased toterfhflie&ouiy 
nv^as what our ancestors called fi^, and so £ir as 
it tcgarded themselves obtained* 

*« The arguments of the ministry are not against 
the duke of Portland^ but c^ainst the doctrine of 
prescription itself j against natural justiccj and 
against the principles of that wise and constitu- 
ttonal, though (by the misfortune of its time) 
imperfect law, the statute of the 21st of King 
«fame3 the First What do we carCy whether this 
dormant and antiquated claim of- the Orwm he 
wett or iOfbunded in strict bmt I take it for 
gr&nted that it has no fbundatroti* 

•* I7ie whole conduct qf the treasury gives me a 
right to conclude against them. If tiiey were 
sure of the validity of their clatm, why did Ihey 
not a little discuss the grounefe of the surveyor's 
report, and order him to produce his vouchers? 
How could it hurt this or any other fair chum 
(supposing this a fair one) to have the records 
In his^ office inspected? Would a fair claim be 
hurt by having it openly and solemnly debated by 
council? — Any set of men who have regard 
even to decorum in their injustice^ could never 
have acted with Ms barefaced partiality to owe 
PEESOK, and with ^ach a scandalous spirit qf op^ 
pression towards another. At present they 
only excite contempt for their weak defence of 
those ^actions, whose atrociousness had before 
merited the abhorrence of all good men.'' 
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Thisis stvoog language^ and viMdnt et^en for 
a patriot, hoivevfir derated la ^ jpi«Vic. 



LETTER XIL 

IfTLORD; 25 Janacrjf, 1816.' 

I RETURN to the prosecution <rf my 
task, b^peaking your patience until We shaB 
hare seen and considered all the arguments of 
Junius in farour of the dake of Portiiand's case^ 
Whether he is Bifirons, Mnemoh or Valerius, it 
ts ever the same. The usdiaken patriot breather 
but one flame, clear, bright^ ardent, and inex- 
tinguishable. 

We h»re arrived now at hij 24tli epistle ♦, 
dated the I8th of May, and written to escpose 
ike secri^tffiry at war, lord Baanrington, for thank- 
ing (fo his Majesty^s nsune) the troops that hud: 
shot ibitfteen persons, and won&ded ttuxe in St. 
Gewge'B fields, where a iqultltirde had assem- 
bled in ei^peotation of wetrig Wilkea relejased- 
ftbm ti&e£ing^l Bench, to take his seaA in^the 
house of commons, on&e lOth of May* The 
3i9tht iaeddreised <«toiiiaster Hanyih ^Mk; 
Boy Alley,'^ and dated t)ie 2st <^ July j so tliath^ 
had restedirom hk labours dttri%ikewbdle month 

• May !8th, WW. t^oty l«t, 17i68. . 
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of Joiie and the htter part o£ May. Tlie old 
grievance is however still uppermost— > He signs 
the letter Pomona, and begins by saying, that 
^^ from the moment he heard master Harry had 
given lord Rockingham a positwe promise in his, 
or rather her fiivour, (let the lady speak) she did 
Mm the justice to he satisfied thatall her hopes 
and pretensions were at an end. A second pro- 
mise she understands he -has given to aaotiier^ 
revives her hopes, for the last resolution is cer^ 
tainfy Ae one he will notaUde by. With all djoe 
submission to miss Nancy^s personal, knoindedge 
of the world, she believes master Harry has yet 
to learn the secret of keqiing his word without 
hurting his principles. 

"I presume (says Fomona,) you will ^have 
no difficulty in . breaking your word with , Mr« 
C ; the whole distress lies in keeping itr with 
your friend the Marquis. My advice is :iheie* 
fore, that you should order Mr. Bradshaw.to 
write to. his Lordship, and assure him in the ci- 
vilest terms, that drcmnstances which you hadjwt 
JS>reseen9 that it was with infinite concern ; tkat his 
Lordship-s recommendation \\2id .such weight w^th. 
you^— that in any^ other imta^cef^thatyoufat- 
teredyowse^his LordsUpvmddl^icandidewmgh 
to distinguish between the. mini39T8R. a)7d tss^, 
MAN :— but that in short you were so unfortu* 
nately situated^ S^c. S^. Mr, Brad'shaw's mfinner 
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viB make ;the'. message palfftable^ aad it would 
flot be amka if he israre to. cany it bimself*" 

Mr, Bradshaw vraui the duke of Grafton^s se- 
cretary, and had received his Grace'i; direqtious 
to write to the surveyor-general, desiring him to 
permit the inspection of the records in his office 
for the duke of Portland's case. The words "his 
Lordship's recommendation had such weight,'' 
are a parody on the surveyor's recommendation 
having had such weight, and in short the whole 
passage is but a repetition of the sarcasms al- 
ready expressed in several of the letters examined 
by us, in this important case. 

The twenty-sixth letter* holdsup to ridicule the 
London Gazette and its author, the official paper 
and writer of the day. It takes the occasion of 
a comnnssion of trade being advertised, at which 
WiUs earl of HHlsborough is directed to attend. 
This letter prbduces an answer from Insomnis, 
imd a rejoinder from Junius, wherein he finds an 
opportunity of saying, that an ^^ostmsibk engage- 
"ynent wilh a mental reservation U Ae Jtrst prin- 
ciple of the morale relacMe^ professed and incul- 
cated by the society of JesusJ^ 

The twenty-ninth letter t on American buai- 
ness^ displajrs the distresses of tlie country, teBs 
the ministry, they must know that the language} 

• July IMi, 1768. -HJulySOtb/im 
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of reproach and contempt is now the oniversid 
language of the nation, andreconnienib a flat 
and united adminiatrationy with Mr^Grenville 
at its head. 



LETTER XIII. 

Thb interest of the did(e of Pprtland 
Is now suffered to rest for som^ time» while Ju* 
nius occupies himself with pleading the c^e of 
sir J. Amherst before the public, a cause in its 
principles of a similar nature with that which he 
bad already so warmly espoused ; and^ therefore, 
likely on that account, if not thought necessary 
for appearance sake, to attract all the notice c^ 
this writer. The &cts are, that sir' Jeffery ha4 
been rewarded by lord Chatham with the ff^ 
vemorship of Vii^nia, for his sendees in Ame- 
rica* with a promise al^p, that be should eigay it 
in peace and quiets axid never be reqpred to go 
4tere. .^ 

After some years, lord Bute determined ether- 
wise, and issued bis^/ to dispossess himt The 
ministry wanted bis place for lord Bontetort, 
and he was turned out. The means imd the 
manner are detailed in the letters : I need not 
fecapitid«tei«(Mre>.but you will find the same 
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exprtesions, as vfeM as ideas, on the surface and 
«t the foundation ' of his arguments; as tho^e 
brought forward in the business which has hi- 
therto employed his pen, besides he had some 
additional reasons for taking up this aflair, which 
I will briefly mention^ as soon as I shall have 
quoted three or four passages that suit the first 
case equally with the last. Thus he enters on 
his subject:— 

; ;^* .An unmerited outrage offered to a great or 
good niari* naturally excites some emotions of 
resentment, even in hearts that have the least 
esteem for virtue/' . 1 . . " But if a case should 
happen; wherein a character not merely ofprWate 
virtue^ but of publiq merits receives an insult 
equally indecent and ungratefuf, this common 
coricern is increased by that share of interest 
which every man claims to himself in the public 
welfureJ^ Junius had ^ once or twice called the 
duke of Portland a virtuous or respectable person^ 
In Letter thirty-two t he says, on the same 
subject, *' What a poor contemptible artifice ! 
thus it usually happens with bunglers ; they can- 
not, even be mischievous with dexterity, nor- do 
a public injury without insulting the publicun- 
dcfstanding/* « These are times X when every 

* M. L, 30, Aug. 5, 1768. 

t Ajig. If^ 1768. % M. L. 33, Aug. 19. 

■ 
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{gnorant boy thinks himself fit to ht fnifttstw : 
iaflt&ad of attendance to objects ^ fiaiional iii- 
portanee, our worthy governors are contented to 
divide their time Ibetween private pleasures and 
ministerial intrigtses. Their activity is just equal 
to the persecution of a prisoner in the King's 
Bench, and the honourabk struggle of prodding 
for ibmr dependants.*^ 

" Amidst the general indignation * which b$& 
been excited by the marked afiront lately put 
upon sir J. limherst, it is odd to tind people 
pwsklmg tibemsdves about the motives «^JcAh«ve 
wtuaied administration in this extraordinmy pto^ 
eeimre ; nothing is more short and easy than the 
aoludon of this affected difficulty : fheff "were ^i« 
DBBED to act in this manner* The public knows, 
iMid can know no other teason. The mmrtry 
Jmom^ 4nd desire to know no other reason. They 
hav6 received ^ order^ that is enough for tktm. 
Their whdle political system is wrapped up in 
one sliort maxim--^ 

'' My auihojr and dispose, ^hat thoti bidst 
Unargued I obey.** 

« £n this lesson they are p&rfecf ft) a mifacki 
rimdike m^l proof they have jmt given of iheSr 
daring and ^termined ^krvility^ shews Aim dto- 
ge^er worthy qfthatcor^dence which ffiejhvourite 

* M. L. 84, Aug. 23r 
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fo wisehf reposed in ihemy (during his pleasure^ 
the depositaries of Ms intentions^ and tlie trustees 
qfhis power. But though it be vain to seek for 
any higher principle than blind obedience in the 
formal und eaeautive members qfthe ministry^ it is 
worth while to examine/* &c. &c. " Falsehood i? 
a servile vice, and to the imputation of that vice 
people in a slavish condition, whether low or 
high, (for servitude as well as hell has its ranks 
and dignities,) will always be subject, especially 
if ministers are known to have found the dexterow 
art qf splitting themselves, and possessing one chch 
racier in which to promise^ and another in which to 
act.** Speaking of Whigs, he says, " When the 
<}uestian is concerning the mere graces of the 
Crown, the rule is to became even more severe ; 
and every lever of the Coiistittttton must think it 
a crime hardly less tha,n treason in thode who 
shall advise a Court to discountenance thefimilies 
which have promoted tlie Remkitionj and at the 
same time to load , with its favours those who (re- 
conciled hf profit J not by opinion J have ever been 
the declared enemies both of the Revolution^ and 
qfeoery benefit we derive from that happy ecentJ^ 
Of this last quotation hereafter. Let us pro- 
ceed to Letter thirty-eight*. " When a worthless 
jadministraUon do a notoriom act qfiiyustice to a 

* Sept 6, 1768. 
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good many which naturally raises the indignflti€n- 
of the PUBLIC, tliey are not satisjfied with the Jirst 
bloWj buf THEIR EMISSARIES go to worky to hlackcTi 
the character which was fair beforcy in order to jus- 
lify the measures (f their masters.'* On this point, 
though here adduced on account of sir J. Am- 
herst, you rhay remember that Shebbeare, and 
others of these emissaries of the ministers, had 
accused' the Portlands o£ robbing tlie Crown; 
ai^d some of them had given out that the Duke 

was endeavouring to rob sir J. Lowther of a 
fishery. , . .: ; 

In the forty-third ^ Letter, addressed to lord 
Hillsborough, and still urging the case of sir 
JefFery : Amhetst, Junius observes, ' that " his 
Lordship isa'm//, polite person it is true j few 
men understand the little morals better, orob- 
vserve:the.great ones-less/ if e caw bow and smile 
in m hondstman's facey while he picks'-his pocket. 
These are the virtues of a Coiirty inwhichhis edu^ 
cation has not been neglected J"^ The dukes of 
IViptland and Grafton had met'aCCourt^ bn^ the 
l2Sth'of November, and conferred bhihe subject 
of tiie lease to sir James Lowther., You know 
the consequence. ' ? ~ ' - ''' 

The affair of sir Jeffery Amherst is here dropt 
for the present ; therefore, I will explain in this 

* Sept. 15,1768. 
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place the additional reasons which I asserted to 
have swayed with Junius in supporting his case, 
I mentioned that it was of a similar nature with 
that which had hitherto occupied the pen of Ju- 
nius ; it was another case of unmerited persecu- 
tion, or something bordering on it ; and, there- 
fore, another weapon with which this writer could 
attack the administration, independent of a feel- 
ing he most probably entertained that the public 
would expect to see one at least of the many 
supporters (for he adopted so many signatures) 
of the duke of Portland's case, who would stand 
up to vindicate that of sir J. Amherst. 

The leading business of Junius's Letters we 
have supposed to be the support of the first, 
and that support implied the most obstinate re- 
sistance and opposition to the ministry in every 
possible way, because that ministry were depriv- 
ing bis Grace of hrs property. It was therefore 
the object of Junius to hold them up to every 
species of ridicule, contempt, and detestation; 
to miss no opportunity of blazoning and magni- 
fying even their least error, and to make it evi- 
dent that their principles and actions, their 
heads and hearts, were all alike odious, vicious, 
and atrocious* • 

. We have seen a short time past in the course 
of our inquiries, that the office of a third secre- 
taiy of state was invented pr revived tp provid? 
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t6r lord Hillsborough ; — literally, to secure ano- 
ther ally to the tottering administration ; — ^ahd 
he was commissioned to superintend the meet- 
ings of a certain set of ^ people for promoting 
trade, and for inspecting and improving his Ma- 
jesty's plantations in America and elsewhere* 
ttence he seems to have had the ostensible of- 
fice of removing Sir J. Amherst from his go- 
vernment. — " When an ungracious act was to 
be done, the earl of Hillsborough was chosen for 
the instrument of it;" and this " dirty purpose? 
(Letter thirty-two) gave Junius an opportunity 
of attacking him with advantage, his intention, 
or at least his wish being, no doubt, to over- 
whelm and crush him at his outset in adminis- 
tration ; for he taxes him with not having 
found some more honourable method of distin- 
guishing his entrance into power, and declares 
that he was only executing the orders of lord 
Bute. In addition to this last argument, Junius 
considered the secretary a king's man, and as 
the duke of Grafton's new friend ; two most ur- 
gent and indispensable claims on him for the 
whole stock of his bitterest animadversion, not- 
Withstanding you must have perceived in read- 
ing the controversy (for Junius had many oppo- 
nents on thi^ occasion, and was drawn into a 
feecessJty of writing much more than he other- 
wise would have tiritfen the pains to do,) that 
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tbe usual accuracy of his i&^m^tion fidkii 
hiai. His dates ajre iucorfect, and he is obUgod 
to apologize to the public on account of bis 
enror. 

The ministry, bowever^they reinstated sir Je£* 
fby, make out a sufficiently plausible tide, 
Aat the office was a sinecure which they de* 
aired to abolish, and that they were not an8?wa> 
able for the promise of lord Chatham, thoii^^ 
they intended, and <^^ed to make the ex- 
governor eveiy compensation. 

Ttiere is one remarkable circumstance which 
has struck me in reading the correspondence 
en this subject; viz. that Junius who, for pur* 
poses which we may be allowed to guess at^ in 
defending the case of the duke of Portland, 
adopted seventeen successive signatures, has on 
this occasion almost ccmfined Mmself to on^^ 
fiat c^ Lucius. I shall make no further com- 
ment on this at present. 



LETTER XIV. 

Hawiig dose pdA m*3e&ki^ Amhemt 
and lord Hillsborough, who falls under the rod 
4>f AMicuSy in a subsequent letter (the forty- 
eighth}^ let us trace a little fiir&er the sufcgect of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t ' . 



( 72 ) 

our first inquiries, and follow . the remarks of 
Junitls as relative to his leading business. The ; 
letter just mentioned is a new attack on the 
ministry, whom he accuses of a littleness, even 
in their ambition, — for money is their object*. I 
find but one] more passage in point, which is 
this: " The voice of one man will hardly be 
heard when the voice of Truth and Rea$on iS; 
neglec&efl; but, as far a^ mine extends, theau- 
thors of our ruin, shall be marked put to the 
public. I will not tamely submit to be sacrificed^ 
nor. shall this country perish without a Naming- 

The fifty-first Letter, of the 14th. November, 
recalls^liie old history to our minds in a direct 
aMusion, and echoes the expressions to which 
the public had listened eighteen months before^ 
The Grraftpn administration are again the sub- 
ject of our author's anathema. ' 
. *' The most contemptible character in private 
life, and the most ruinous to private fortunes^ h 
that which possesses neither judgment nor in- 
clination to do right, not; resolution enough to 
be consistent in doing wrong. 

*' The Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
.m.any deficiencies to make good besides those 
of land and malt; and, to say. the truth, he has 

* Junius was never! mercenary'— and the dul^e of Portland 
always -ambitious of power, ' 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



( 73 ) 

a gallant way of doing Jt*f-he, gallops lutavely' 
through, thiqk and thin: ^55. theCkmrt'directSyBXkdj 
I dare say, would defend, eren em /«one4t€m^5e 
with as much zeal and .eloquence as^if/he xx>ere 
ordered Jo^ shew Ms parts t^po^i nullunr tempos 
or, a Cumberland election.** 
. In .the fifty-second * Letter there is an: ele- 
gant description of the only resource left to 
those who are ivqured by aposUite ^fiiends : and^ 
though it belongs properly to the defence of 
Mr. Wilkes, I. shall quote it here, as it seems to 
breathe the spirit of a stronger sentiment than 
that of ideal sympathy. " If a member of at 
well regulated society be injured, the laws and 
constitution will defend him. But where is the 
law to enforce the engagements of private faith, 
or to punish the breach of them? Where shall 
he apply for redress with whom all ties of honour^ 
pr^ssions of friendships and obligations of port^ 
hqve, been violated and betrayed? A man so in- 
jured has no redress or consolation but what he 
finds in the resentment and generous sympathy 
of^mankind." We shall speak hereafter of the 
friendship of the two dukes. This fifty-second 
Letter is dated November 21st, 1768, and 
fiigi^.^d Junius; a designation which he retained 
/ever.af^er in preference to any of the others. 

* Nov, 21, 17«8. - 
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We mmt ther^ore quit |^ miicejlaiieous col- 
l^tifou fi>r the present, ia erder to ftUow tke 
mcoeeaioR of the d^tes, and cemmence with kisi 
Letter to the Printipr of die Pttblie Advertiser, 
ci tfie 2lst of January, 17€9. This Letter, the 
first of those usually published in the collection 
of Junius's Letters, contains a melancholy pic- 
ture of the state of the nation, and jsl review of 
Ae conduct of the administfation eoUiectively 
and individually. This called forth Ae corre- 
spondence of sir William Draper ; and it is iiot 
Mthe 18fh of March that Junius again turns 
his attention to the duke of Grafton, whom he 
then attacks for persuading the King to pardon 
M^Quirk. He makes this case even service- 
able to that in which he first embarked as a 
writer. — ^^ If there be not," he say^, ** a feta- 
lity attending every measure you are concerned 
in, by what treachery, or by what excess of 
fcAly has it happened that those ungracious acts 
which have distinguished your administratioii, 
and which, I doubt not, were entirely your own, 
ishould carry with them a strong appearance of 
personal interest, and even of personal enmity^ in 
u quarter where no such interest or enmky can he 
supposed to emst without the highest mfusHce mud 
-^ highest dishimotsr? On the other band, by 
what judicious management have you contrived 
it, that the only act of mercy to which you ever 
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advised your Sovereign, far from adding to the 
lustre of a character truly graeiou^i and betievo- 
lent, should.be received with universal disappro^ 
bation and disgust i I shall consider it as a mi* 
nisierial measure^ because it is ah ddiotts owe, and 

AS YOUR MEASURE, Mt LORD DUKE, BECAUSE 

TOU ARE THE MmisTER *. The minister who by 
iecret corruptkn invades the Jreedomof eketwnSy 
and the ruffian who by open violence destroys that 

jreedom^ are embarked in, the same bottom^ They 
have the ^«ie interests, and naturally feel for 
each oliier. To do justice to your Grace's hu- 
flianity, you felt for M*Quirk as you ought to 
do, and if you had been contented to assist him 

Indirectly, withota a notorious denial ofjusUce^ 
or tjpimly instdting the sense of the nation^ yoil 
might have ^atiflfied every duty of political 
friendship, &c. &c. 

*^ How does it happen, my Lordj that in your 
hands e^en the mercy of the PRERooATrvE is 
crueity and oppression to the subject f*^ 

In the ninth Letter t of Junius to his Grace of 
Guafton he says, " the extraordinary step y0u 
look to ^make sir James Lowiher lord paramount 
^ CumierUmdy has ruined his interest in that cetin* 

^ Does t0t this ^ftmark HccouBi for his attacking the diikie 
of Grafton^ id preference to lord Bute, on the Cumberland 
business ? 

t AprillO, 1769, 
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U/jfor ever** The remainder of the letter re*. 
Yiles his Grace for deserting his* friend Mr. 
Wilkes. 

/ The eleventh Letter * is announced in a private, 
note to Mr. Woo^all, signed C. .April 20thj and. 
appeared four days afterwards. —r It contains, 
general observations on the qonduct of the duke 
of Grafton, and alludes often ,i«rf/rec(/y,. and- 
sometimes rfir^c% to the. Portland ^business.- I. 
forbear quoting many passages lest. you should 
think I put a strained construction on them, but 
the following is evidently in point, where Junius 
is treating of the expulsion of Wilkes, and. the 
ministry forcing Mr. Luttrel on the county of 
Middlesex, as their representative. . .^^ Boroughs 
were already too much at the merer/ of govern^ 
menty counties could neither be' purchased nor inti^ 
midated. . • , \ , ; j 

" The consequences of this attack upon the 
Constitution are too plain and palpable, not to 
alarm the dullest apprehension. . I trust you will 
find that the people of England are neither de- 
ficient in spirit nor understanding, fhough.you 
fuwe treated them as if they Iiad neither: sense Jo 
feely nor spirit to resent. We have reason to 
thank God and our ancestors, that there never 
yet was a minister in this country who could 

♦April 34, 1769. 
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Stand the issue of such a conflict, and with every 
prejudice in favour of your intentions, I see no 
such abilities in your Grace as should .eiititle 
you to succeed iii an /enterprise, in which the 
ablest and basestof your predecessors have 
found their destruction. Never hope thai ihe 
freeholders will make a tame surrender of their 
rights:' ^ ^ • 

On the 5th of May 1769, Mr. Woodfall re- 
ceived a private intimation that No. 55 of the 
'miscellaneous collection should indispensably ap- 
pear : it is addressed to lord Granby, and signed, 
*« your real friend.'' The purport of it was ' to 
dissuade his Lordship from opposing the Mid- 
dlesex petition, against the seating Mr. Luttrel 
foi: that county. iTie next Letter in succes- 
sion is No. 56 of the miscellaneous collection, 
signed' Simplex, and dated June 6th. It repeats 
the sa^e doctrine held in that which we have 
already considered, * No. 9 J but in thefifly- 
seventh Letter, ' as Ami6m Cmei? defending" the 
writings of Junius against a ministerial advocate, 
Anti Makgridaj he recapitulates some of his old 
cha:rges.. "Junius and ihany otHers say. I fancjr 
^I spestk the sense of the' nation) that the duke of 
Graflbn imposes'iipori his Sovereign, betrays his 
*coiinefcjionsi,7. persecutes^ man vho was his 
friend, idly irritates the Colonies, wickedly ali- 
enates their affections from their mother country, 

6 
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im/idesihe Bbertiet qf the ibjsoplb, atmesihepn^ 
rogative qf the Crim% and has aciuaBj/ subvert 
Ae Comtitution; and when Junius clviUy asks 
die reason of M this^ sir^ says he^ you are a 
rascal. This may be a very good answer ibr 
alight I know at cross purposes^ but it is a whim- 
sical one to people in our circumstances. 

The thirteenth Letter of Junius, 12th of June, 
is a defence of him by Fhilo Junius, proving the 
4uke of Grafton to be every thing that Junius 
Jhas called him ;— it is a compression of the &cts 
advanced by Junius into a smaH compM$. 

The fourteenth * commences with a parallel be- 
tween the histoiy of Charles I. (in regard of 
Oliver CroinweU) and his descendant the duke of 
Grafton, (in regard to Old NoU^ a naiae as- 
sumed by one who wrote in hts defence. I re^ 
you to the Letter for the particulars of the paraUe). 
It next animadverts with great bitterness an doc- 
tor Blackstone, solicitor to the Queen, for havii^ 
ass^ted doctrines in the House of Commons, dif- 
fering from those maintained iu his Commetita- 
riies* *' The Doctor (sayjS: Philo Junius) recol- 
lected that he had a place to preserve, though 
lie forgot that he had a reputation to lose^ We 
have now the good fortune to understand the 
Doctor's principles as well as his writis^. For 

♦JuneM, 17|59. 
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tlie defence of mrth^ of law, and reaion, the 
Doctor's book jtnay be safely consulted; ifut 
whoet>er wishes to i^hedt a neighbour of his estate^ 
or to rob a cotmiry (jf its rights^ need make no 
scruple of consulting the Doctor himself The 
cause of this innuendo is worth recollecting, — 
Dr. Blackstone had been an adviser of sir James 
Lowther in the dispute concerning the Cumber- 
land troWii lands, a case of which Junius never 
loiies sight. In the next Letter * Junius returns 
«gki& to the charge ajgainst his GraCe^ pointii^ 
liiiil Q\A ^s the long sought leader of a submis- 
sive «llniinistnitiofi) collected gradually firom the 
4esteters of all parties, interests and connectums. 
" Hie spirit (he observes) o£ the &vourite had 
«otn« apparent influence upon every administra^ 
tiOii^ and 4y &ry set <^ ministers preserved an ap- 
pterance of duration as long as they submitted 
^ that influeace., But there were certain ser^ 
tdce^ *p ief&iformed for the favourite's securi^ 
^ to gr^^ his resentments t, which yowrprede* 
cessors in (0ce had the wisdom or Hie virtue not 
to undertake* 
Nothing remained but to find a leader for 

♦Fifteenth.— Julys, 1769. 

t In the life of the duke of PorUand which follows^ it will 
be seen that the grant to sir James Lowther was instigated by 
revenge on the part of |oid Bute against his Grace. 
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liie^ gallant j well-disciplined troops. Stand forih^ 
my Lordj for ruov ART the man,*' The^ervice^ 
for the favourite's security, or gratification of his 
resentments, need little explanation. 



LETTER XV. 

- QSJan. ISld. 

Th£ eighteenth* Letter to Dr. Blacks 
stone is of great importance, as I shall hereafter 
take the pains to prove to you ; it is designed as 
an answer to a pamphlet written in his vindicar 
tion, and attributed by our author to Blackstone 
himself. Junius defends Mr. Grenville, whom 
the other had attacked for quoting a passage 
from the Doctor's excellent Commentaries^ which 
directly contradicted the doctrine malintainetd by 
the Doctor in the House of Commons; on the 
case of Wilkes's expulsion. . Junius thus' con* 
eludes, "If I were personally your enemy fj I 
should'dwell with malignant pleasure upon those 
great and useful qualifications which you cer- 
tainly possess ; and by which you onjce acquired^ 

'* July 29, 1769. 
f Junius thrice uses this expression, once to the printer of 
the Public Advertiser, in speaking of the ministry; once to the 
duke of Grafton ;' and, on this occasion, to Blackstone. May 
not the pains he takes to impress this assertion on the public^ 
authorize a suspicion against the truth of it ? 
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thbi^h they codd not secure jto ya*, the respect 
aiid esteem of^ your country^ I sbwld euume-' 
riite the honours you have lost, ^nd tb^jviijl^i^es 
you; have disgraced; but having ii^ ptjvaie fr^i 
smhneni tb gratify^ I think it suflScient to h«ye> 
^v^ niy "Opinion of yburpubUc copduct^ leav-^ 
ii^'the ptihiidiment it deserves to your closet %xi^ 
to yourself/* I have ahready poi'ntfid out ^ reft-': 
sofe why Junius, as the advocate of the dtike of > 
Pbrt&nd, should hat^e a great antipathuX^ Qr^') 
Blaekstone ; and! leaive you td judge jwhfithef- 
Junius does or does nDt, dwell with xnalignaiit) 
])Ie^sure upon th6 l>octiDr*s grekt atid gtJod qCia-t 
lltie* '• ^ • ;" • ^ • • .\ - /.> 

^ Here folltiws, in the order of ^ datesi» a pfin 
v«(te laterto Mr/Woo4fall, No, VI*. Junia$>. 
iri a fei^mer Nptei (III.) had de»red Woodfalli 
to sfiyH^arididly, Whfitlier he knew, or jsiis^oted^ 
who he wai. W6ddfa;U has made him acqii^iited\ 
With his suspicions V and :h6re Junius replies,) 
*<that ttheth^ be has guessed well or. iH amsti 
be left to tHdiP^ fiiture acqakintakiee/' \ : . ; 

Tbe i^iitete^th and twentieth. Xei&rs relAte> 
so Hiu^ to Wilkes'^s busihess, thU; Irshadll.pass. 
them by,' tifeddVding; only one passage! at the co&^r 
cRffiifih dp the- fetter. « Professions.^ of ^atrjot*: 
ism'arebec&in^ stale ^d ndkuMusw' Foirfli^l 
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own party I daimno merit for endeavotiHfig to 
do a service tormy fellcm^sulgects. I have done it 
to the best of my understanding.; and withoijttt 
looking for the approbation of other men/ my 
conscienoe is satisfied^ What remains to be d^e 
concerns the collective body of the people* 
They are now to determine for themselves^ whe- 
ther they will firmly and constitutionally assert 
their rights, or make an humble, slavish surren*- 
der of them, at the feest of the miiiistry* To a 
generous mind there cannot be a doubt We 
ou^ it to our ancestors, to preserve entire those . 
tights "wiiich they have delivered to our care. We 
owe it to our posterity not to su^ their dearest, 
inheritance to be destroyed. But if it were pos* 
sAbie for us toie insennNe <f these sacred claims . 
there is ian obligation binding upon ourselves, 
fiom which nothing can acquit us — a personal 
interest^ which we cannot surrender^ To alienate, 
even our owm rights would be a crime as much 
more enormous than suicide, as a life of civil 
security and freedom is superior to bare exkt^. 
0nce; andif li& be the bounty of heaven, we 
scornfully reject the iioblest part of the gift,* if 
wie consent to surrender that certain rule of liv- 
ing, without which, the condition of human ji«k 
ture is not fiinly miserable, but contemptible/' 

On the 7lh of September, Junius is betrayed 
Into an idle answer to Mr. G. Whiteford'a letter. 
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signed Junia ; he repents, and ejtideaypurs to re*' 
cjmt^ desiring Mr. Wopdfall to get, him but of 
tli^^scrage.: . ; 

,His direc^pns for that purpose are really In-' 
tetesting. " Suppose you were to say, we have' 
Bpmf reason to susjpect that the last letter signed ' 
Junius in this paper was not written by the real' 
Junius^ though the observation escaped us at the^ 
time ; or ii' you can hit off any thing more p^au-' 
sibieyovixselfy -you will miiCh oblige me, but with- 
out ^ posfUve assertion**', This is a Jesuitical' 
refinement ^worthy of the administration he ^ 
abused^ The first part of his Letter is unac-' 
cauritablej.but of, that, hereafter. . 
^■J^h% .Letter twenty-rtjiree *, to his Grace of^ 
Bedfw4^;T;raaL,\y^tten on account of lord Chat- 
h^'s.l^^yif^.agajki;! brought him into power with 
thye 4pl^4^f G?aftpn., .funics sought the Utter de- ' 
struc^Ojn, of that pcjiministration ; and attacks, 
eyery ally ,that they excite to their support. Sir ^ 
W^^raper comes fo^wai;^d in his defence, aiid 
thus^ again occupies a series of tl^e letters. But ^ 
tl^e^ wasoqs o£ our author may be traced in the ' 
miKf^laneous letter, No.. 60 1. " It is hard to ' 
deif^irqiipe whether , the actions of the present 
mijpistry more, escife abhorrence and indfgnaiiofij 
or the writings of their advocates contempt and 

♦ Sejpt. 19, 1769? ; ' * t Se^)!. 8, 1769. A 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(\ 84 ) 

iicUqule/ Every acliorf of tlieiGmner is aVinviii^' 
sion of bur liberty or our ptoperty; every tllife^ 
wrote, in their defence by the latter is an insult' 
to bur understanding^ afld it base mockefrjrirf 
oiir sutferihgs. I have ncvei" yet known arbsri 
cause made better by a bad defence. ..... Op" 

piression is more easily borne t&an insult; arit! 
tfie duke of Grafton, with his^ new directors, the" 
BIbomsbury gang, may find, that it k idan^erous 
to despise those whom he has deipiy kgwed. Why '^ 
does he let loose up5n usf hife^ trobps of fools^and^ 
mailmen, and buffoons, and bullies ?^ ; ^ 

The business of general Gansell b^re occupies ' 
spirie time and writing; meanwhiie Junius, in )a^ 
private xibte to Mr. WoddfeK on the 8th of No^ 
vjBmber (No. 11*.) requests him to reprint a let^^ 
ter to the duke of Grafton, #^hich had appeared^ 
the evening before in the London Evening Post.^ 
It contains ah dttack on lord Denbigh, \^ho' IhA!^ 
^\ contrived to make himself a distmguished &•' 
vpurite at Court.*' The tenor, tjie style, tb^ 
language, are decidedly ttibse of Junius: atiS^ 
another writer, MeSis'ila, charge* him directly^ 
with it, alleging or insinuating that '^^ Jrttmis?* 
disowned the produbtion which prmsed-thlfr^ 

diike of Rutland*, because he had infamoui^ * 

••*'-.' '• " . ■' • . : y .*; •, .. 

* The duke of Rutland, in 1765, had joined the Hocking, 
ham admini^atioily in whi.ch the ^ke of ^ortla^ was lord 
ct^ambeiiain; and in 1766 botb dukes went out' with that ad- 

miius- 
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tai^uj^d his, relative, ,the mwquia^ Grianby^V 
^ a Ck>ur£f|ivouritey l<^d Denbigh wa? i^t 9nce|i 
i^r mark for pijir aij^thor^who wpidd defend tl]^ 
4ake <^ Rutland^ because the niinistiy hi^ 
jUghted him *} taking; the reoommendation jof 
}qfd Denbigh^ in the ^pointmeaptt of J[us(tices c^ 
the peace ^fpr the f^ouaty of X^eic^ster^ at f^ 
tijae that ^hp D^e. was Jprd-Ueutenant ; nearer- 
jdieijessy tlie letter wfu;^ clis^vowed without ^J^ 
chicanery, tbcnigh ypu qiay perhaps still appre- 
jbepd the exi^^Qce of sofne intrigue ip the qp)^- 
^spp9deiK:e that j>assed cm the subject. J m^^il; 
give ypu a part of this prirate nqte :— ^^ I s^oul^ 
1^ much obliged to you if you would ,re]H;iu|; 
(^ ia,the front pw,^if«Pt:ifl^pero^^^ 
i^yeinentif^ a.^^pn^^ in 4he JL^op £v^i][iqg 
jftet of lajit , ni^t^Jp i^^e 'diMp Gra^y^ ^ 

99f^.!^ ^ed 4i^f^:^lfi^ ^ not tt^ 

*4fmj mfl it fit mry .mj^iefl that it ^Jkofjild J^ 

I^flio^l^^b^k 1^ jvxh^i yepti^'e hiip w;t^ jt 

•j«iaat" '. . ^ V , - ' ^ ' ■;.., 

In aijotb^^ PW^ .M^r> 'J^fo- >5t?,¥..4fc 

IOi|^tration: liQrd GlIkQby did not go out, but joinj^ Miqfic;^ 
^vely the ChathsuQ,t}raiioD/and North admiaifiti^tioli?. " 
♦ Hic slight 18 ac^ojuUea &r. . t J^o^- *^» 1769. 
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sires Mr. WoodfaJl' to assure the public that 
this same letter, signed A. B. relative to the 
duke of Rutland, is not written by the author 
of Junius. " I sometimes (he continues) change 
my signature, but could have no reasdn to 
change the paper, especially for one that does 
not circulate half so much as yours/* 
■'This last is no very plausible reason, when 
we have just seen that he desired Woodfall to 
reprint the letter in his own paper, and that 
when it had not been in existence before the 
public so long as twenty-foUr hours; but his 
private letter to Woodfall, No. *2f4^*, will perhaps 
a^utborize a confirmation of our suspicions. ' He 
is speaking of his letter to lord Mansfield.—. 
** This paper shojild properly have appeared to- 
morfow, but I could not odmpass it ; so let it 
be announced to-morrow, and printed Wednes- 
day. If you should have any fears, I entreat 
you to send it early enough to Miller to appear 
to-morrow night in the London Evening PtMSt. 
In that case, you will oblige me by informing 
the public to-morrow in your own pajper that a 
real Junius will appear at night in the jCondon. 
Miller^ I am sure^ mil have ?w ^cruples^* 

On the 16th of August, 1769, he has said : — 
** I believe I need not assure you that I have 

♦ Novcmb^ Ig, 177a 
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never written in aiiy other paper since I began 
with yours. •' 

The correspondence and controversy oil the 
subject of general GatiseQ'^s afiair, and the pro« 
secution of Mr. Vaughan, occupy the patriot 
writer till the I9th of December ^ when he 
publishes his Letter to the King. I shall ndt 
make any comments on it further than to ob- 
serve, that the tenor of it recommends the 
dismissal of the Stuarts, the 'Tories, and all the 
^ots, and advises the employment oi those 
WhigSy(i. e. th^r descendants,) who had brought 
about ' the Revolutiony and seated his M(0e&ty*s 
mcestors on the throne. 

On the .I4rf;h of Tebruary, 1770, Junius 
returns again to the duke of Grafton, who ha4 
now resiigned the office of First Lord of the 
Treasury, hdrOssed and worn out by the attacks 
of lord ChJatham and his friends in Parliament^ 
and of Junius and the petitioners and remon- 
fttrators from all parts of the country out of paif- 
liament. We shall soon perceive that Junius 
has changed his sentiments respecting the noHe 
Lord J and, no doubt, on account of the reiasoi 
just mentione<}. However, the present lettd: 
demands our attention. ^ 

^^ Jf I were personally your enemy ^ I inijs^t 
pity and forgive you }'*-^the same exprei^dh 
nearly which he had nited to Dr* Blackstone.) 
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^^ You have every ckuiii' t^ e^Wp^mon ihfitem 
arise from misery and distress. Th^ jQ^di^W 
.ypu/are reduced to would dis(^hn a private i^Ktmy 
j^ Ms resentment^ and ham no comoj^AS^^ \ip 
-THE Mosr viwiCTiVE SPiitf T ; fttt/ that suchim^ 
.ohject 'as you are xvouid vj^^aqe TttE 0icWf w 

OF KEVENpE* . • • • 

. ,**, But in the relation you have bornije to this 
<Mantrj you have no title to indulgetice; 9«h1 
.ff r had followed the dictates qf nly 9wn opm&H^ 

.1 NEV1SR SHOULD HAVE ALLOWED TOU TpE IlStPi;i^ 

lO* A MOMENT. .... Ill yoiir public characti^^ 
.jou have injured every subject of the eiqpii^ 
and though an individual is not authorized U> 
fiyrffve the injuries done* tp society, he is called 
fip0n to assert his separate share in the public 1^ 
^iipeni. .... What then, my Lord, is this th^ 
evei^t of all the sacrifices ^cm have made to k^d 
Bute-S' patronage ^nd to ypur own unfortunate 
.ambitipB? — Was it for this you ahandoned. ffoiir 
^forJiest friendships^ the wannest aonwctions .qT 
if oitr youths and aU those Hpii^quRAQLE m^M^ 

MKSTS BT WHICH TOU ONCE SOLICITED, AJfi) 
HI6BT HAVE ACQUIR^BP, THE ESTEE)! OF JWl^ 

couNTEY? Yet your conduct has beentnysiter 
rious as well as contemptil^* Injuries may itp 
4tfopedfor and forgiven^ but insults admit q/^ no 
i^mpensa^on, Ti^y degrade ik^ miDd jn^^ its 
^wnesteem^avflfQrc^ HtPr^CfiWt irft :i4Bv^«r 
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AR£y£N:o^* Yau, my Lord, have successfully ex- 

^ teQji^d your advice to every political, evg^ 

^ moral engagmetd; that could bind either the Mf- 

• GisT&ATs OB THE MAN. In your treatment pf 

jpar^cular persons you have preserved the uui- 

.jformfty of your character. Even Mr. Bra^- 

. j^haw declares that no nmi was ever so ill usj^ 

,j^ himself. // is the BicsACir ^primte^fi'knd- 

ship which touches Mr. Bradshcm^ Colpnel 

Luttrell, Mr. Onslow, and governor Burgoyne 

were equally engaged with you, and have rather 

more reason to complain than Mr. Bradshaw. 

These are men, my Lprjl, whpse friendship you 

should have adhered to on the same principle 

•on which you deserted lord Rockingham, 

;0ft.PaR??i4A«p," Mk.GrgjpejQf^f^Vftlanfi^M^ 
last mentioned^ was the first in ranJc^ ^^ Jfift 
ifed prec^(im»9 as having ie^ t^ fir^t cfe- 

r <« We can idsi^ily /account for your yiQlatigg 
i/Mir engagements. with mfft of honour, \ b^t j^^ 
fiM)iaJd.you betray your natural fipnhgctioBs ? 
. «* You ;con«ulte4 ypur.p^vn breast ffV a cte&g- 
Aer of conaummafoe ti:§achesy, and >gaye it^t? 
I&e,public, for.tbat of Mr. V^ugh^. . : [ 

; " I;b(?lieve, my Lord, I may now t^keJ^KifiSf 
yfitt.rfpjr w^r. . ..Retirej then, my J^Qr|l,j|pd.bi4f 
9£m blokes &aiii.jai0;vrpdd^jEor:m^^^ 
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of^ame even black may change its col6ur.^ A 
mind, such as yours^ in the solitary hours of d^ 
mestic enjoyment, may still find topics of con- 
solation. You may find it in the memortf qf 
violated Jriendshipy in &c. &c/' I should n«t 
have transcribed so many passages, but that Ju- 
nius sets out with saying, that he was kot per- 
sonally the Duke^s enemy. What can we haw 
Stronger than this letter ? 



LETtiR XVI. 

SOih Jan. IS16. 

We are now nearly arrived, according 
to oiir author^s expression, at the ministerial 
crisis* 

The city of London, the city and liberty of 
Westminster, the counties of Middlesex, •Surry, 
&c« had presented petitions to his Majesty to 
dissolve the parliament in consequence of the 
illegal rejection of Mr. Wilkes by the low^ 
house. These petitions not having been gra- 
ciously received,: the petitioners next assumed a 
bolder tone, and approached the thlrone witih 
Kmonstrdnces upon the answers that bad been 
returned to them. These remonstrances were 
likewise rejected^juod a declaration against tbimn 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 91 ) 

drawn np and subscribed by the* aldermen on 
the ministerial side, while an address of the same 
tendency was presented by both houses of par- 
liament. The city, in its corporate capacity, 
drew up and presented another remonstrance, 
which met with no better reception than the 
first. : 

During this crisis we find a private note to 
Mr. Woodfall, No. 21*, advising the letter. No. 
87t, which Junius requested to be advertised 
directly, ** to-night or to-morrow by dispersing 
a few handbills; pray do,** he adds, " whatever 
you think will answer this purpose best, for now 
is the crisis.** On the following day he writes 
a second private ni:>te respecting this letter, and 
says, " For God*s sake, let it appear to-morrow : 
lord Chatham is determined to go to the Mall to 
support the Westminster remonstrance. / hax^e 
no doubt that we shaU conquer ihem at last.* 

The Letter, of course, defends and supports 
the Opposition, and all the attempts made to 
overturn this administration so hostile to Junius, 
and to that cause which he had first espoused. 
Perhaps he was instigated to seek their oveiw 
throw by some small portion of revenge in ad- 
dition to the first motive, for which we have aD 
along given him credit. For he has but lately 

^ March 17, 1T70. t March .19, 1770. 
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^emacked, that ^^ mstdts admit of no cQn^ensa-* 

tion^ since they degrade the mindy an(} jR>rce,it 

to seek its own level by revenge j** and in thjai 

same Letter he applies a portion of that insult to 

himself as. an individual. Moreovear, his j^triot- 

ism was another incitement, and the amhithn ibt 

usual attendant. But to the Letter : 

. *• The^rieyances of the people are aggravated 

^j insults; their complaints jiot merely disre- 

jgarded, but checked by authprity, and every one 

jof those acts, against which they.xempn^ated^ 

.confirmed by the Xing's decisive ^ppr^^ationu 

At such a moment, no honest man will .reiuain 

idlent or inactive. Ho^eoer distinguished by rank 

cr^operhf^ in the rights of freedom «^ are all 

equal. His Majesty assures us, that he ha^ 

m^de the h^ws. the rule of his conduct. Was it 

in ordering .pr,pe];(nitting his miiiij»ters to^^ppre- 

hendtvMn WiUces by a general .warrant ? Wof 

jit m ^mff^rittg^ his minister's to revm ifie obsplete 

im$^jtfv^^ ro6 the duke of Fprt;- 

landfif ^s^^rpperty^ajad thereby ^ye a deci^i)^^ 

tarn to a 90Wity dection ?** ^ 

^; TChe thirty-mnA*' Letter, the Jiptice m^ 

wisdom of thejpr9<?^e(j^ngs;jn parliam^ ^9^^ 

jBQ^e fqw (^pQttun X^P4etai| 

.;,. -. ^•fifay^S^, 173^0. ; ,_ 
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«« The dxike orQrafibn certairily cfid riolfoh?-' 
see to what an extent thef corinjfrtion of a paiB^ 
merit might be carried. I do not question btft' 
the parliament has done what is usually cistlled 
the King's business, much to his satis&ction; We 
have only to lament, that in consequence 'of "ar 
system introduced or revived in tht present retgn^ 
this kind of merit should be verj^ consistent with' 
the neglect of eVery duty they owe to the na-^ 
tion. / ?• 

" The morality of a King is nbt to be inea*-^ 
siired by vulgar rules' .... A faultless ' insipfdP 
equality in his character is neither capable of 
vice nor virtue in the extreme; but it secur^^i* 
his submission to those persons whdm he has' 
been accustomed to respect, arid miakes him i; 
disihgerbus instrument oi their ambition. . * . 

^^ At any other period, I doubt not,^^^the scdndot 
hus disorders which have been introduced into^ 
the government of all the diependeiicies of the 
empire would have roused ihe attention of the' 
public. The odious abuse and prostitution qfthe 
prerogative at home^ 1;he unconstitutional em- 
ployment of the military,'* &c. &c. , 

We have now a Letter • in the miscellaheous'^ 
collection, written' about a month after the last!/' 
(for during that interval Junius had been silent,) 

-' ^ ' . ^ - Ok 

*Jiine26, t770.-^N6. 71. 
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whkdbfraoM&iniaf oar 9iitlM^ ttocur^cy and 
complete information in bringing forward everj 
particular respecting the duke of Portland's bu- 
siness. 

. The paper in question, dated June 26th, 
1770, is addressed, as usual, to Mr. Printer 
Woodfall ; and, as it is short, I shall transcribe 
the greater part of it. 

" That we may be quietly governed is a very 
proper petition in the service pf the Church of 
England. If the worst men should be put in 
authority under the King, they will think it po- 
litic to counteract the prayers of the people, 
and indifferently minister injustice, to the punish-^ 
ment of virtue and the maintenance of vice.: 
The duke of Grafton has devoted himself to 
these principles with all the fervor of an enthu- 
siast; nor can we avoid lamenting that so in- 
flexible a bigot should still have failed of mar-, 
tyrdom. His Grace has triumphed over the 
last moments of his power, nor permitted its. ex- 
tinction, till he had dismissed the Chancellor, 
(lord Camden had been dismissed for declaring 
it treason to receive Mr. Luttrell in the^lace of 
Mr. Wilkes,) aiid procured a pension, inade- 
quate indeed to fornier merits, for the truly bo-^ 
nest Mr. Bradshaw. The first occurrence has 
been sufficiently canvassed. The propriety witK 
Yliich his Grace has effected the second occur- 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 95 \ 

Irence caniiot possibly be felt througb aft jfs fbtdsL 
till the 'deserving ofcgect of imnisteiial gratitdde 
bks spoken fdr himself. 

^ Come forward, Mn BradshaW^ thou W6rthy 
but much injured mah, at once convince and un- 
deceive the public. Tell them that if a persoft 
should exist who dives : even to insinuate that 
the following relation is founded upon stubbwa 
&ctSy he is- a gross defimier of unbiassed honour^ 
and would extend that rancorous abuse whic^. 
hftherto has preyed upon the fairest and most 
oonrtly characters, till it asperse your own. Mrs* 
Allenby entered into an engagement with Misisr 
jJiftradshAw in behalf of Mr. Allenby her husr. 
band^ it was stipulated that she sbooldgive inta 
Miss Bradshaw's hands the mm of »K hundred 
pou^dfi^ which was to have been the purchase- 
money of the place of surveyor of the pines in 
America. ^ An application was spdii fifterwavds 
jnade for the same pla6e by captain F, who. pro** 
mised that, on receiving^ it he would pay down 
the sum of £800. In c^^e^uence of this pro- 
mise, the name of Allenby, aUeady, inserted in 
thcl Ust 6f intieBded promotions, w<us erased^ and 
the bku^ fiHed up with the name of captain P; j 
to which was added a I9titten assertion that hi§ 
appointment waaowing to Mr. AUenby's hay- 
il|g OhoMn to: decUnegdi^ abroad. When this 
affioc wa^ e«:aQiined, a^ the Baartf of Tvemiry^i 
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Mrs. Afeiib/irHsralked whete her busbBodimit 
ddnAg ti^is tra&sBction* Sb'e mnswered, ^ iti^ 
Cumberland assisting in the support qfthlb Portal 
l»il i9aefesty vrhen Mr. Robinson and Mr. Jen- 
kifison^ were dcffng* what miscfai^ they coidd to; 
(Mig^ sir Jataes Low|;her» ; 

'<Tbe latter part of Mrs. Menby's dedaiatioii: 
cfecasibried some little' entertaiti^nt. . Sfie vvnit 
igmfsm thistt the two intimate fHemfe df tibet 
€^ft: of Bute^ whose chlnttcters Ae was then, 
drawing; were actQa}ly present; Mr* Bradshav! 
pleaded in excuse thajt his sister, a milliner neMj 
Mdorfields, was soiely concerned in this bnii^. 
ni^s. Wh<sn Mr. Cooper mefationed to M£^^ 
Brk'd^w'an intention of lod^hg a compdaint! 
agaiilBt him; he burst into tears j^^they coidtt! 
not iyt t^n of pemtende^ for those imp^ pte*- 

' ^Whe6 Mr, Bradshaw shall have, exculpated 
hi9"€6n^UctVtt^A 'c4[mio^ he arrmgri^ tbOkota 
ii/ifiSkciy he' itiay perhaps become a cdniB(^i6aou» 
i^fiHinc^ of Hie previlence of example: 

«^ Tlie vtoiiie of inquired, hmoceiwc may sound 
withth i^ n^ighbotiring quarter, and as the dsAm^ 
aiflepreni^ may be questioned- on a shniUu^ oc« 
^asionl his Lordhship Witt bate ah opportunity to 
feviv^ this long forgdtteft truth. ; j 

^ However (mtmpHt^ Hie wwldsne^ju^gi 
qf minhters (f etate^ Hiey aire mt amuiom ta 
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ihemsehes of any goilt.^^ " Q. in the co^^ 



net.** 



This is the signature he used-^ for his eigh- 
teenth Letter, wherein he insinuates that the 
ministry sufferfed Wilkes to be at liberty to ter- 
rify lord Bute;- and he has occainon to employ 
it again' shortly i^n this business of Miss Brad- 
shaw's. 

To one of the. curious facts detailed in this 
letter, Mr. Grey Cooper answered the next 
day; viz. that he never mentioned to Mr. 
Bradshaw any intention of lodging a complaint 
against him/not knowing any circumstance that 
coilldjustify^^ the least imputation on Mr. Brad- 
shaw, of the nature intended to be conveyed 
by the said letter. ' 

^ Q/ in the comer replies on the SOth'^ that he . 
had received* the circumstance of Mr. Brad- 
shaw'i^ having burst into tears Jrom an authority 
"which he thought at least equal to Mr. Cooper's. 
He gives up this capital pointy "{the tears) and 
calls'upon Mr. Bradshaw to be so obliging as to 
step forward and declare upon his honor that he 
does not know of any circumstance whatsoever 
that can> justify the least imputation on him of 
the nature which seems to Mr. Cooper to have 
been conveyed by his letter^ 

Mr/ Btedshaw not complying with this re- 
questy Junius, or Q. in the corner^ addresses ta 

H 
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him a special letter a week after^ which how- 
ever produces no reply on the part of the duke 
of Grafton's secretaxy^ 

Kowy it n manifest ihat Junius bad drawn his 
evidence, as he deolares^ ^ from the first source, 
and not &osi the copmon ftlsities of the day/* 
lie has not written from cozyecture, and this 
affidr furnishes another occasion to prove that 
Junius hnew every particular, however minute, 
of the duke of Portland's contest with sir 
Janeti Lowther: nay^ I think it very fair to in- 
fer that his acquaintance with this transaetiofi 
of ifr» Bradshaw^s originated in his knowledffe 
and out of the interest he felt and to6k in (e^vefy 
thing that ooncemed his Grace c^ Portlands 
He concludes his Letter with ^an aUnmn to Sta 
Stephen's Chapeli which I should not have no- 
lifted) but that in writing another Letter thef 
SMM day respecting Mr» Wilkes^s c^ering him- 
self as th^ city candidate, he speaks of 9^ 
Stephen's chapel by name* 
, <V There is a pla^e which once ym called iIm 
House of Prayer r— -I leave it to men more 
versed in scripture phrases ih^^n a^telf to tett 
yc^u i^hat it is at presei^ Should you hm«a|ii» 
think it, pr^^r to discuss this sut^t ihm^i ypfii 
possibly may find an individual id that virtlouit 
GOBgr^tion who will assist the hlthbM^ ineftc- 
tual w^iiries i^ Q» iathe cotter/' 
7 . 
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T[ie passage in the other Leiter in fntaply 
this : — " I am ready to acknowledge, that in ri^ 
gotoM eomistcncy the dty of Londdn dught 
not to return any repre^ebtative to St« Stephen's^ 
chapel,^ &c» &<5. This Letter is signed, •« A 
Labourer in the same <sause}'^ and^I dare i%y^ th#^ 
\rriter ot Jiinitii never eisipected to see them 
both given to ,the world together, as the prodae«» 
tions of his pen, after an interval of forty-three 
years. Had they not been avowed by his Edi- 
tor, my remark would have been more in point/ 
!&ttt I hope tr inake a Airther use of the obserm^ 
<lw hereafter- 



ii*Wif" 



LETTER XVII. 

i *Wr. 1816; 
TftE fortieth Letter • to lord North, de« 
itotEdtiates tiiat nobleman ** the worthy represen- 
t4tivo of lord Bute, and discusses the subject of 
colonel Luttrell's promotion to the office of ad- 
jutant-general in Ireland, which he resigned a 
f€w days after. 

Vtoti the date of tihe last tifl the I9th <£ Oo 
ttfber, Junhis is silent He then tells WoodM 
he is not th«t ttuthor of the Whig ; that he nei' 

• August ss, 1770. 
H2 
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ther admires the writer, nor his idol, lord Chat* 
ham. ^ 

On the llttb of November, jbe incloses his pa- 
per on lord Mansfield in a cover to Woodfall, 
telling him, ^* We have got the rascal down; let. 
us strangle him^ if it be possible. • • . Lord Mans- 
field has thrown the ministry into confusion by 
suddenly resigning the office of Speaker of the 
Houjse of Lords." 

(Xthe paper itself, L need not say mi^ch: 
l0rd Mansfield was a Scotchman, as well as lord 
chief justice, he had presided at the trial of 
Woodfall and Almon for publishing Junius's, 
Letter to the King, and Junius taxes him with 
being one of the Bute party— a catalogue of 
reasons quite sufiicient to have drawn down the 
vengeance of our author, who calls him a 
wretch, in a subsequent note, and says he will 
never rest till he has destroyed or expelled him. 

No. 78 * of the miscellaneous collection, is an 
attack on die secretary at war, with a comparir 
son between Charles I. and the King, and is not 
material ; but No. 79 1 return to the abuse of 
his Grace of Grafton, in anticipation of his 
taking the office of first lord of the . Adjniraky. 
Our author employs the signature of Domitjan^ 
and commences his attack by observing on the 

* November 24, 1770. f Dec. 7, 1770. " 
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report of his Grace's return to power, that he 
thought Junius had fiiirly hissed him ofiF the 
stage. 

" It is the Duke's misfortune that he fails 
equally in firmness and propriety ; that he neL 
ther acts with judgment nor speaks with ability^ 
Look at his conduct from the outset j I mean 
with a reference, not to the treachery, but to 
the folly of the man j his earliest personal at- 
tachment in life was the duke of Portland: that 
friendship he has fooUshly dissolved j without suc^ 
eeeding in his purpose to obUge sir James LoW'- 
ther:' 

He then follows him through his political ca* 
rjeer, until he throws himself " body and soul^ 
into the arms of the Bedfords. The Letter 
concludes with a most ridiculous speech, as a 
q[>ecimen of his Grace's eloquence in the House 
of Lords ; in pre&.cing which, Junius setys he 
has often had the hxmour of hearing him talk in 
public. In a postscript to anoUier Letter * with 
the same signature, he desires Mr. Woodfall to 
« tell the duke of Grafton that if he should 
dare to entertain the most distant thought of 
the Admiralty, the whole affitir of Hine's pa- 
tent should be revived and published with an 
accumulation of evidence.'-^^^ He at least shall be 

* No. 83.— December 34, I77<J. 
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k^t under : his Ciceropwtn eloquence phall not 
save him/' 

No. 87 *, signed Domitian, is a direct chnrge 
m the Princes* Dowager, for conspiring with 
the earl of Bute to keep the gov^rnm^ijt of the 
realm to themselves. According to .t^e aiithor, 
^* there are two leading principles in the poJ^ticJ 
pf St. James's^ which will account fqr almoH 
every measure of government since the King's 
accession. The first i^9 that the prerogative Ua 
suffieient to make a lackey a prime minister an4 
to n^intain him in that post withoDt a^sy regard 
to the welfare or to the opinion of the people* 
The- second is, that none but persons insignificant 
iM tbmsehes ^qr of tainie4 rej^utc^ion should be 
brought into emplc^ment, 

^^ Every office in government is filled wj^ 
pten who are known to be her creatures (the 
Princess's), or by mere cypher* incapable of re? 
sifitauce*'^ . 

^ Qn the subject of the Falklaiul Islands, inw^ 
^y% (Lel*er forty.two t,) *< Violence and qppipesf 
ffptt at heme can xmlg he ropporte4 by tjr?a(*eiy 
ijj^d jiubmiKsion abroad, ^hen tbfi ci^ n£ht^ ^^ 
^e i^^ P^f darmgly vmgd^ m atkc ^^ wh^tf 
^ve W4 to expec^l^t that ik^ir ppUt^ial ji|^ 
9bmXi be deserted and belr^ye^ w tin^ Mmf^ 

* January 17, 1771. f Jaauary §0, 1771. 
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proportion on the other ? A man of spirit doe^ 
not measure the degree of an injttry by the 
mere positive damage he has sustained. He 
tofuiders the principle on which it is Jbtmded^ he 
resents the superiority asserted over him^ and re* 
jects with indignation the claiin of right which his 
^ukersary endeaigottrs to establish j andWBuldJbrce 
fiim to acknowledge ; a olear unblemished char 
raoter comprehends not only the integrity that 
wiil liot offer » but the spirit that will not sub^ 
mit to an injuiy.*' 



LETTER XVIII. 

We are nam brining the prooft of our 
&flt prppositLon towards a close $ and but Utlie. 
tnatter remains to be placed before you On th« 
»e» subject of the part which Junius has taken, 
directly or by inference, in liie affiiire oi the duke 
of Ptot^uid. I have purposely declined making 
idlhflfto any comments on the evidence I have 
eoUacted &09A his numerous letters, preferring to 
leayeit to your dispassionate consideration, widi. 
mst any feoom«en<ktion diat might influence 
your <MWi judgment on it for the present. 

I thSnfc I may T^eat, (without incurring die 
dii*ge of «n ui^t Was to *he opinion" with 
which I commenced tins investigation,) i^t Ju- 
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niu5 never has lost sight of t^e Cumberland grant 
to sir James Lo^wther, nor of the behaviour of 
the ministry ; and particularly of the duke-^ of 
Graflkon, on that business which was of such vi- 
t^ importance to the duke of Portland. The 
very language, as well as the sentiments, which 
he employed in support of that great first cause; 
pervade all his subsequent writings j and though 
he is peipetually, engaged in repelling the attacks 
of the njany antagonists which his subsequent 
writings raised up against him; and thus drawn 
into a complicated correspondence, which he 
never sought nor relished, the subject which 
seemed at first so near his heart, almost perpe- 
tually obtrudes itself; and he is no sooner re- 
leased from the irksome part of his cbrrespond- 
encie, than he returns with fresh energy, eitiier 
to his Cumberland election, the Nullum Tempus 
bjill, the favourite, or his '* minions," the duke 
of Grafton, and lord North. > 

. ;But Junius, as I formerly asserted, , wa& a 
staunch Whig, and ever kept in view the restora-- 
tion of bis party, whose "proscription,!* as he 
terms it, was certainly no small motive to atttho-' 
xize the long war which he darned on against the 
interest of lord Bute and the Princes^ Dowager. 
You will judge whether that proscripttofii alone 
sufficed for tiie stimulus of his attacks. Ihfi^e 
^ready spoken to this point The graQt to4r 
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James Lowther was not reversed ; and the Whigs 
as yet only looked forward to power. But to, 
return to our investigation. 

Junius has left no stone unturned to puzzle 
and confound the ministry. As Domitian ; ^^ a 
member of one house in mourning for his King 
and Counixy j'* as A. B. ; Viiidex ; an English- . 
man and .an Enemy to the Cabinet ther^or^; 
G. W. ; ,and.a Whig, he scarce aflFords any respite 
to .his opponents. As a Whig, however, we shall 
ccm«ider his cause hereafter; though I shall here 
quote a passage from the ninety-fifth * Miscell. 
Lictters, in prosecution of the plan with.which 
we at Acst: entered on this mysterious subject. 
Juiuqs. speaks of the King. ^<< He found this 
country in, that state of perfect union and hap<^ 
piness whieb good government naturally pro- 
duces, and; which a bad one has destroyed.^ He 
ptmnised to aboUsh all distinctions of party, and 
kept: his word by declaring lord Bute his fkt 
3rdurite minister, by proscribing the. whole Whig 
interest of England, and by filling every place^ 
of profit and trust under his government vntix 
pcofessedTorieSyiaotorious Jacobites, and Scotch* 
men of iail denominations. ^ 

: ^\ Theiknown^ laws pf the lapd, the aiohts of 
THE SVBJV^CT 9 the sanctity qf charter b^ and there- 

♦ April 9, 177L 
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yerence duft to our magistrates, must all give 
yffiy, without question or riesistanee, to a privtw^ 
kgCy of wkkh no man knotifs eiAer ike origin or 

In his Letter to lord Suffolk * he says, '' The 
qtan who, without honour to support any admi^ 
ntstratlon from principle, has stiQ craft enough 
V> betray all, may peiliaps be solicited by every 
siicpessive minister, or, p0rh9ps, their eredul]4^ 
may be deceived into his friendship; but the 
pow untaught villain, who can neither support 
with consistency, nor betray mik decepey, mS 
te despfs^ ly tho9€ whom he daserted^ tmd rUS^ 
Qukd ky th^wty men io whom kt Am imufeie ee- 
pitol a mrendcr.-' 'Ilkis last sentence explaios 
the cause of Junius'S bitteamess ; but see faoAju:. 
^^ IKpur connectioii with such meii as lord Beekr 
iiigham» m George Savile^ the jiukeofBorAmd^ 
iMBNl jbhe duke of Biehmond, was ao di^gmoe to 
yoia^^ A« {{^ edmiuistration reveieed its order 
9f gov^3[UQg» and given you any security fiff the 
fftet&v^ikm f(f mr rights^ and redress ^dmr 
grkio(mas^f If epy private asBuimice of tiusisofft 
has toeoL given you, I diall think your eondue^ 
has been consistent, though it viH stiH be disi- 
fraflefisl F«di js^ect to your fisende ia x^posi- 
*ien.*» 
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The 4uke of Grafton having naw returned to 
office!) tbfBt 13 to jiay» having lately been appoint* 
ed lord priyy-'Seal, Junius loses no time in com* 
in^ioicing a fresh attack on his Grace, vMch he 
urges with so much virulei](£e9 that he seems rei> 
gardless of its involving even the sacred person 
of the Soverdgn. 

The letter or the occasion had gratified its 
avtbor^ who paya to Woodfall, in ^note*, that 
he pf strangely partial to it, aiid that it is finished 
with the ut»i0Bt care ; adding, that if he finde 
huspelf mistalcen in his judgment, he positively 
will ^ever write Jigain. He copimences with a 
pcofesnon. of profiuiad respect to the gracuma 
Fd&ca wha governs this comitfy ; and who, by 
ttstanng hif, Grace of Gra^ixm to his iiank undec 
the royal standard, saves him from a multitude 
<tf r»proach«u 

f^ While Zi«a^Miber<aay8 he) how mueh ia 
^tPt.hk sa&vi chanwtr0 1 oottnot^ with tmy 
iacjsDi ^fp^at&nc^ <if luropriety, call jmt ^ 
man6a$/tSid ^; J>a^esijbim in tbs JkiiigdiMb 
• t ^tt 3^tLthisJaogwlg^.k<;oc^mil4 fer th^o^^ 
si^^ Tb(»J^i»g i»d«^ii»i|ed that pi^alaUitiei 

c2sKra(fi<j^ .find joiq^yfomik 

H^ M»mh byilWi^i^lMKidedicatedfaisiaet^^ 

... .. Vw^ ' . • 
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bours solely, to the duke of Gfafton; and he 
declares afterwards that had his Grace withdrawn 
entirely, he would have followed him. into his re- 
tirement. ** You would long since have received 
your iinal dismission and reward; and I, my 
Lord, who do not esteem you the more for the 
high office you possess, w^ould willingly have fol- 
lowed you to your retirement. 

" His Majesty is full of justice, and under- 
stands Y^? rfocirme o/'comj^ew^atw^w. He remem- 
bers j with gratitude, how soon you bad accommo- 
dated your morals to the necessities of his service; 
how. cheerfully ^02^ had abandoned the engage^ 
ments of prioate friendship^ and renounced th*. 
most solemn professions to the public • • • • J[ou 
did not neglect the magistrate while youjkitiered 
Ife man f . 

^^ We need not look for any other species of 
merit, to accou^t for his taking the earliest op- 
portunity to. recall you to his councils ; yet you 
have other merit in abundance. Mn Hine— -^ 
duke of Portland, and Mi". Yorke^ breach of 
iamsir^^^robbery and murder. • • • • TAe duke qf 
Bortiand was in life yowr earliest friend. In de- 
feice of his pjop^erty^ h^ had nothing to plead hut 
e^'i^^against sir James Lowther, and prefcrip- 
Hon against the Crown ; you felt for your £riend^ 
but the law must take its eawse. Posterity will 
scarce helieoethat lord Bukfs son4n-law had barely 
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interest enough to get Ms grant completed befiire 
the general ekcttori. This letter, my Lord, is only 
a preface to my future correspondence j with- 
out pretending to more than Mr. Bradshaw's 
sincerity, you may rely on my attachment, as 
long as you are in oflSce." 

Though he has here again, you perceive^ raked 
up the story of the duke of Portland, and taxed 
his Grace of Grafton with a breach of his earliest 
friendship, on account of it, you will find by his 
ninety-eighth* Miscellaneous Letter, that he 
would not take the trouble of reviving and re- 
pubHshing the affair of Mr. Hine's patent, which 
he had promiised as ^*Domitian," in case the 
Duke should dare to entertain the most distant 
thought' of the Admiralty ; the Duke, indeed^ 
gave? up thfe Admiralty, but accepted a higher, 
and ^ more lucjbative office. Still Domitian, 
tliou^ repeatedly called forward, declined pro- 
duciiig his ^evidence, though by his hints of 
TomfAy^'Bradshivw^ miss Polbf Bradshmvj Boss 
tikeagenty Taylor the hotcse^builderj and Tayhr^s 
UMel^y^ he leaves iis to imagine that he really 
possessed itj but he returns' to the' diike of 
Grafton. 

" How remarkable is it, and I speak of it not 
as matter of repronch, but as something pecu- 

• June «, 1771. 
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liat to your cl^urmcter, that you have nefoeryet 
fm^d ajriindshifi which has not been fatal to the. 
dfffect qfit^ nor adopted a cause to which one imqf 
or other f you haive not done mischief; your attach^ 
jnent is infamyi while it laats j and whichev^ 
way it turns, leaves ruin and disgrace behind it» 
Your Grace's re-appointment to a selat in the 
Cabinet was announced to the public by the omi* 
aoas return of lord Bute to t/Us country ; when 
that noxious planet approaches England, he 
never fails to bring plague and pestilence ftlong 
with him/' 

Mr. Harley being employed by the " firienda 
of government'' to bring in M^96rd» Pkimbe and 
Kirkman, as sheri£& of London^ Jbfiuutf asks of 
the duke of Grafton, <^ But, was there no othdr 
person of rank and consequence ia the dty^ 
whom government could confide in, but a noto* 
rious Jacobite } Did you imagine that the whole 
body of the Dissenters, that the whole Whi^ 
interest of Loadon^ would attend at tiie kvee^ 
and sttlunit to the direotions <|f m notorious Jih 
cobite? UtikerQm^roomatSt^j4lMet%htttj9l^ 
fkot$1mmMdJm9Hte9V\ 
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LETtEft XtJL. 

I SttA^t not dwell Oh th* COttespond- 
'^hce <if JuAiuii and Mr. Horne» ^s it no ^a^ 
emanated Sttth^e plan or pursuit of ou^ authof. 
It is generally jtdmitted, atid I think with great 
reasiott, that Mr. Home had the bettef side of 
the argtinieiit ; and that he defended it ^th ad 
much ability and no less success than his anta^ 
gbttist. In th6 fifty-fourth • Letter, which forms 
ft pilrt bf this correspondence, we have that re- 
mktkihle passage Ih praise of lord Chathattt, 
Idiom Junins had fbi^m^tly designated as a Itt^ 
^tit, brandishing a crutch, or writing with ded- 
pttsitb chbrebal a letter to North America, Ot 
bfawlmg through a grate as an idol; tHth a fbw 
other appellations Dot ne^tssary to enumerate. 
But lofd Chatham had desetted BtHe and Graf- 
tdft, aUdritik^ himself agaiti with the Whigs. 

" i M ttOt ifltetid to make a public declare 
thA e>f Hie Respect I bear lord Chatham : I meS 
)lA€w What unworthy cohclunons would he draim 
ftOM it; But I am edled upon to deliver m^ 
oi^tlitm, tUd ihtfely it is not in the little censare 
<yf Mi*.H6rtie to dwer me from doing iigaaljns* 
tic* to a man vrho, / «wj^w, has grma wpott 
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nn/ esteem. As for the common sordid views of 

afoarice^ or any purpose of vulgar ambition^ I ques-» 

tion whethftr the applause of Junius would be of 

service to lord Chatham. My vote will hardly 

recommend him to an increase of his pension, 

or to a seat in the Cabinet ; but if his ambition 

be upon a level with his understanding, if he 

judges of what is truly honourable for himself, 

with the same superior genius which animates 

and directs him to eloquence in debate, to wis* 

dom in decision, even the pen of Junius shall 

contribute to reward him« Recorded honours 

shall gather round his monument, and thicken 

over him : it i* a solid fabric, and will support 

the laurels that, adorn it. I am not conversant 

in the language of panegyric, these praises are 

extorted from me, but they will wear well,. for 

ftiey have been dearly earned." 

Speaking of the duke of Grafton in the same 
letter, he owns himself willing to suppose that 
in public afiairs it would be imposi^ble^to desert 
or betray lord Chatham, without doing an essaQ'- 
tial injury to this country. ^* My abhorrenceof 
the Duke (he adds) arises from an itOmate 
knowledge qf his character^ and from^^a thorough 
conviction that his baseness has beea the cause 
of greater, mischief to England than e^en ffic 
m^brtunate ambition qfhrd Bute.'^ 
But, ta follow the course of our investigatioii t 
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vte must now proceed to the fifty-seventh* Letter, 
the third with which Junius has favoured the 
duke of Grafton, since his return to power. 
' In the first,'! quoted several passages which 
relate to the duke of Portland's case, and to the^ 
friendship that subsisted between the two dukes^ 
to which Junius alludes again in the second. In 
the third iiow before us, the same affiiir is brought 
forward again. This Letter is written to expose 
the conduct of the duke of Grafton, in respect 
of his prosecuting the surveyor's deputy, for pro- 
ceeding to cut down the oaks in Whittlebury 
Forest, of which his Grace was hereditary rangety 
^thout having in his pocket the warrant from 
tiie Treasury for so doing. Another writer, 
Philalethes, defends the Duke's conduct, afid 
itsserts that his Grace had not either said or done 
what Junius had charged him with, and I do not 
profess to clear up the point, which to us is im- 
material ; but Junius, who had defended the 
duke of Portland, when the recommendation of 
the surveyor to grant away his property had 
been adopted by the Board of Treasury, seizes 
immediately on this as a parallel case, wherein' 
the duke of Grafton^s interest is at war with the 
doctritie he delivered on the conduct he pursued 
in the former case. Junius considered this Let- 

. * Sq)tS8. 1771. 
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t^c of imteri^ in^rtmQa^ and sen^ it to hia 
priatfi: with aa inUiBjatioiii that ^rit must he^ 
given to the jwLiWic immediately*'' 

•^The people, oi! IB^ngland,'* «ays Jupius to 
hii Grace of (xra^^pn, " have seen you distin- 
s^shdd^ and suqcess&l, in the continual viola«^ 
^n of the moral and. foliticai duties by whicht 
ik^ littk^ asi well, a3 th^ great societies of li&^, are 
qpllficted and held . together." He then detaila 
tlie case^ and proceeds, to ^y^ that the Duka 
h^d insisted. onr the di3<nis3al o£ an active use|6d 
oiEKcen 

* " You. have rukied an ianojcent manaudhi^r 
^m^ify — ^in whafc language shajl. I address sa 
biask*, so oowaidly a tyrant — thou worse thaa 
ohfeof tjie Brunswick^, and aU Ute Stmrts^ Tq 
tneiB wl\Q know lord North, itis^ unniecea3ary. 
ta aay> *h^t he "was mean and base enougfi to svim{i 
to^ jfou». This, Iiowever, is- but a small jpart of 
tKe.fact. Afteu ruining the surveyor's deputy 
for acting without tjhe warrant,, you attacked 
the, warrant itself; you declared; it was illegal^ 
a^dsworQ in a^ fit of foan^ing. frantic passion, 
that i* neyer sUomIA b§ e^ecut'^d/' H« thea 
taxes him with haying, declared obk his honour 
that the. proper^ of the timber is. vested in the 
ranger» which Junius as flatly denies. ^^ Xhe 
grant," he continues, " expressly, and by a parti- 
cular clause, reserves 4li(St property of the timber 
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for the mier of the Crown. Ii» sj^^ of tiis eti* 
denee^ in defiant 6f tHe,Fep£e9eiitatioritr;of*iii3e 
Adei&aJi)^^ .in perfeet mockery of ihd notpnooft. 
distresses of the English navy, and.thtisii e(pially ! 
pressing^ and almost equally Bfotori^d liecesaities 
of your pioUs Sovferetgiij-^heiffethe mattet rertar.' 
The Lbrds of the Treasury re^l tbefir \!%i!ranf ,•/ 
--^-^bld d^pirty . surveyor is- riiined ibp dbing/fais . 
doty, &CJ &c." 

"TlfctfffeAtw hetn (t sh^mige alteroAbn m your, 
doctrines y since you. thought it actatse3>lA tiFtobpie : 
duke of Portland of his property ^ in order to 
strengthen the interest of hrd Bute's sonin-law^ 
before the last general election. Nullum tempus 
occurrit regij wasr then the boasted motto and the 
cry cf att your hungry partisans. Now it seems 
a g^attt of Qlatlear ttfe Second to dwi of his bas- 
tard* is- to^ beheld sAcired artd inViolaWe; II^ 
mil^kothlequestidne^diyt woW 

AAmftted t& any interpfetaiion dai^ y&ttr owii^ 
. Ify'Edi**, tlti*was no^ th^ language y6u H«H^ 
i*e* it striked yofei- t6 itt^iiltMhe nieM^'ofm& 
gKrMus difBaerer Of Eng'kmd froia thttt^ dbteSmf 
JVMf^ t6 wtiicR you ars sftffl morie nearly affiftS 
iti ^rititfpTe KhM- in^ WboA- IH liHe riitmt of 'die: 
eiiifiy-aiid pottmon sensfe \^fial ar6 youi^ Grsrtli'^af 
aK*Wt«i eltkih #iift 'Kirife or mitikitf;ihsies^md 

iSefdv^dote?** ' ^ 

I 2 
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The Letters of our author from this time tredt 
mostly of city business^ the electi<Mi of the Imxi 
mayor, and the circumstance of lord Mansfield 
bailmg a felon. 

The miscdlaneous correspondence is in a 
great measure addressed to lord Barrington, 
whom Junius proposed torturing hy "way qfenter'^ 
taming himself and the pubUc^ ^^ as he had notMng 
better to do!^ His Letters to his Lordship, 
however, do nof commence till the end of Jan- 
uary, 1772, in tbe^ext year. 



LETTER XX. 

6 P<*. 1816. 

His Grace the duke of Grafton is not 
honoured with any further notice till the 28th 
of November, a lapse of two months had inters 
yened since his last; but in that interim the 
Crown on the part of sir James Lowther had^ 
been nonsuited in the Court of Exchequer, 
though it had triumphedin the. House of Com-^ 
mons. * On the 22nd November, 1771, came 
on before the Barons of the Exchequer at West- 
minster Hall, the great cause, between sir James. 
Lowther, plaintiff, and the dbke of Fordand, 
defendant, in consequence of a grant made to 
3ir James Lowther of the Forest of Ingl^wood 
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in the year 1767. After a full, candid, and most 
impartial examination of the said lease, it wai» 
£iund inoaUdj agreeable to the statute made itk 
the first year of queen Anne, which recites, 
that upon evay grant, &c« there shall be re* 
served a reasonable rent, not bring under a 
third part of the clear yearly value of such of 
the said manors, &Ob contained in the lease. 
Sir JamesvLowther's grant reserving only a quit 
rent of thirteen shillings and fSur.pence, for the 
whole of Inglewood, it was judged by the Cc^rt 
an inadequate proportion, and he was nonsuited 
accordingly/ This verdict was given on the 
22nd of November; on the 28th, Junius thus 
asserts the triumph of the duke of Portland* 

^' TO HIS GRACE THB DUKE OF 6RAFT0K. 

28 Nod. 1771. 

** What is the reason, my Lord, that 
when almost every man in the kingdom, without 
distinction of principles or party, exults in the 
ridiculous defeat of sir James Lowther, when 
good and bad men unite in one common o|Hnion 
of that Baronet, and triumph in his distress, as 
if the event (without any reference to vice or 
virtue) were interesting to human nature, ydur 
Grace alone shduld appear so miserably de^ 
pressed and afflicted. In such unlvierssil joy I 
know not where you will look for $ compliment 
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I3f . €op?dpltt?6e, jobless yaii appeal to the tender 
iisymf0't}mtki ^^^TTOWfiiOf Mr. Bcaddiaw : hig sever 
jvcrefBfi^tt :kilt lft;e an A^lskaymr^ witha Imi- 
p^ my jof su^hite upo9 1^ countenance. 
J^f om tlie ieeitc^ of kon^st m^n upon tfai^ rjdjrM 
0c^$^im9 J Ao not in^an to drnw any condnsioa 
jfe) ^^w" iSmce:, tb^ mttiniiBy xgoice iiyhf nithey 
!m ^ sigmlm^Mm^ qf tyramiy insisted with auo 
j3e(f9 ;. ofti^Ojshery ^fi^posed to the dedsion of the 
frtarild ; 0n pifamow infgrmer d^sated^ and an 
pg^fUimi.r^her dragged ta Ae jp^lic gibiet; 
kvta iu4^h% other blus of ma^kii^d I pvn I ex- 
ft^pt^d to fni^t the diike of Xjfraftoh. Mien who 
hfkV^ m> jr^gard f(»r justice, iior any sense of 
honour,' seemias heartily pleased with sir James 
Lowther*s tveil deserved punishment^ as if he did 
not-^onstiliite kn example against themselves, 
THie uahagpy Baronet has no friends even among 
tfcoise who reseiidble him; you, my Lord, are 
imt 'reduced to so deplorable a state ^f 4ere]ie- 
4ioni 5' €k)emf attain in the kingdom: is yourf^i^ni^ 
ttfidJU: compliment t<> i^ch amity, I think yoii 
fi&omid suffer your- dismal eountenafioe to ^ieoj- 
t^.: Besides, my Lord, I am a litfle aftxtous 
•fordie consistency of your chai?^ter : ycm vio^ 
'lat©;y,0arown' ruleai of d^ooi^^? when you do 
«6t ifisidt the man n/kpxfiL you have betraysd. 
1 ^ The di6ine justice df reirilmMn k&ms wm Jf 
ham h^gm its^^gress. Dijjibemte tfcsirfuay 
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.^m<^.|iuiMh«ieaQ4;. wpsim |iie Jraitor. Th^ra is 
ap)>#Mlbflitf 9f.t»(;^piligjrt»reiw0iB.the.higheA 
tMk to Milaoh the. conaeiii cf JEuot^ymaneiuitt 
i^ utotmeat ami nv^teit of men. ... « « Ilie 
lOtpct: 19 ft i»ost rwosUkBbUe iSnstaBce of the good* 
^W9fi 0f Pf owience. JC*^ JuS/ few ojf retuHadtki 
hm at Jaet jpti^rUken Ijiise . Httl^ contemptite 
.tyMut of tli^ North. To this ato-io-^w of jour 
4f)W}<!^t fri«94» itb^ ^rl <)f Butl^ you measit to 
t»ii»fer . th^ iiuj^ of Pctftl tod'fl i^rapedy^ Jtt4 
^.Q9 lltfsHened the gcunt :with rni exp^editton im- 
jii^n«w» jtQ Jth^e, . Xt^wuiy, . thtt he wi^t ^ye : iit 
Atv» ^EifOMgh t|[> jgi¥»: 9 d^cwe iura to the ^ec- 
/tfOB f0r th<9 ijonnt^t . -The jmbedftate ooatt- 
:^pi^«e^ of tUsjfyigi^^ t^b^ W^, that he 
lost the election, which you me&tot tb^itenn^ 
ii^ ^pftd ffiitH .$«c& s^nri.. ^CiiflfDStwcfea of 
Mora, rifjp<i9(Qb» ^n4 i£t9MU Cte^. toy ootbuig ^ 
.^ ^efterdl elubiltiOtt of all foirties) «s .hat(U)r 
f^rar /fi^ 4t]Mil jt gmil^flQKfil iA this jcou&tiy.; Si 
4l^# ttvbni be loses. *he Ywy pix^pertgr of which 
kA *il»9ni^%jBfBJmd.9^ and qfier 

m 0^9«fm whitfi muki fme paitf. ibt value 9f 
Mhf^d4n4Ui^(^iwen^Um JT^^IroKais 

i^icUhajifj^ )^tt 9ee ttcti ta^oeanery. U bi8^saoc8hr; 
^^A^r JQU will tolH:. wittfa i^eiitoec ic^irciUDsped- 
tiiPtt^ AQf) Aot ikiye M.dirtetly toyoiirsigeazfeH^- 
/o m^ftrA a Grace beyoffd the/Boa^H of ^f^dansh 
trdachei^ te to teqiytiroi,. sbt a JDuia-^^And 
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nowy my good Lord) doM not your eonsciAaB 
heart in&rm yon, that the justice of retribtttioii 
bc^fls to operate, that it may soon approach 
your person ? Do you think that Junius has re- 
nounced the Middlesex election, or that the 
King's timber shall he refused to the royal navy 
vnth impunity, or that you shall hear no more 
of the sale of that patent to Mr. Hine, which 
you endeavoured to skreen by suddenly dropping 
your prosecution of Samuel Vaughan, when the 
rule against him was made absolute ? I believe^ 
indeed, there never was such an instance of 
negative impudencje,-— -but it shall not save you: 
the very sundiine you live in is a prelude^ to 
your dissoluti<»i ; when you are ripe you shall 
be plucked/' 

I have quoted nearly the whole of this* epistle 
as evidence of the satis&ction that Justus seisms 
to feel a<: the decision of the Portland cause. 
I cmnot but think I pwceive in every line and 
'in every expression an air of triumph and a ftel- 
ing of conquest which evrat the patriot Junius 
would hardly exhibit except the ^Biuccess "^me ^ 
doubly dear to his heart, and recompensed ins 
talents and his perseverance, while it gratified 
his revenge : for he has told us 4;hat insults de- 
base the mind^^ until it feels obliged to seek its 
level again by revenge/' 

As to the other casi^; the Middlesex eiec- 
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tioii, the Wlitttlebiiij o^dcs, Mr. £Une's potent^ 
or Mr^ Vaughan's prosecution, no inore men^ 
tion ift ever miade oi them. 



LEtTEtl.XXr. 

1 Pehuary, 1816; 

Tmd triumpl^nt Letter, however^ v^m 
answered tide next day by a writer who assumed 
the signature <^ Anti-Junius, and th w addressed 
4^ur author :~ 

- ^* Had Junius a; single friend in the world 
^faom he dared' trust w consult, bis performance 
-of yesterday, so uninstructive to your readers, so 
filial to his reputation^ would surely have ncfvar 
found its way to the press. Hk inivective has 
m^Aer nav^^nar vatiefy ta recommend U; the 
^blic palate must* nauseate at the JnSpidity of 
(his xepieated al»use, and loadi the repffisi wliiidi 
h^ miseraUe thrill baa attempted to; furnish 
.fi»th from the cold scraps and baked meats df 
his .finmer scurrilous entertainments. In vain 
dbes Ihis political fiddler labour for the puUic 
tittention, by tiirumming the worn out strings of 
Middlesex plecticn^ Whitdebuiy timber, nine's 
4>litent, and the long forgotten rule made abso- 
lute against die long forgotten Vat:^han. . The 
voice of the charmer himself can no longer 
charm with these sounds; these chords so re- 
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{iCBtedly «tiuek ML iat^. ey^ea Ufioii tl^^.teair di 
Sfivjr itsfoif. ,/..'.- 

<^ Sir James Lowthj^'n PQosmlt if, in tfaeiefe 
of the heaven-reading Junius, another visible 
operation of retribution ; riot on the King, in- 
deed: he does not seem to be affected by it, 
my fiirtber than as it has introduced in t|;ie pa- 
re^e^f of tb^ Xnttri^ ^llimp^,: ¥ut, on the 
^Qor dak« «f GniftWt whpfte d#ys w^to»qiw^ 
Aii4 ^me^ flighted lu^e d^oplfii^^ b^ows^ ^ grimt 
obtained to serve a purpose^ longMnofi tif^attd^ 
iitid to gmtyu tb€ imporfm^Ue§ ^4 m^n ^mr *ur^ 
ihmmm to 0very admnkfy-ixM^mx h MjuHgedU^ 
mUdrJ^r M$ tfte dulae qf Gr^ft^n imarfiJjk^tS^ 
mai wufUendnoB (fsoUtartf wtnm $ for ilm .do^s 
ksfrmik^ ^k^ romd/w vomc^ttpni j*r.*to 
d^s Mt. Bmifkm siiisd theApHL »hffmN(. ^ 
lamimi lameaJatkmAf Swsly iupiw ti^dor itfi 
mi^Md itqfasofi,:aiid aiixiibi]ate coimm»i»f«iM^ 
by the us^ ^tfiim thSiipjiom^bja^M^ 
Hlq^ SDci Suu'f 
: To this. prodiiciibB of ^^ 
ssdtsinis A fihoit answer on the 4th of Det^wbtif 
foUftwing. Jt is addteyed.to the;Brii(ter of th^ 
iPdoSe ^sbtKtis?rfV and iign^ /co^emt* 
> ^ ;l^ur iogsiiioiili c^f iJdsporideol^ i^ 
bda too fte^ wit ami^iaedle to be €dsily mtisfied* 
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it is reaMy a unisfortane to he bdm with jmch 
exquisitely fine feelings. If now that "be is welt 
&d 9Xid ^clothed, he camiot endure the severity 
of a fio^ithern breeze, what would become of him 
upon his native mountain^? Junius can nevet: 
:write to please him. If he revives the lea^tn$en* 
Han qf past SNokMiTiEs, what is it but Gold 
scr;^, baked meats, political fidcSing, and th^ 
voice 4)f the charmer! hashed mutton and Dutch 
tnuiic witha^vengeofnce! If, on the contrary, 
he la^s any new viUanies beifor^ the public, then 
one and dV^e hmigty paisk open upon him at 

^>fl$re'« invention for yoiil What am abomi- 
na})lejiar! yfhy does he not stick to his facts'. 
Do^ he think us such ideote, as to s^aiiow^ wit 
for tfutt! in ^hort. Sir, the Scotch have 
strange <|ilalmish stomachs ; at is not in the &Tt 
of cookery to {rtease them. Nothing will gei 
4own but oatmeal ^d brim^fton^. 

*• Anti'^nim is nqt m expMcit a^ I could 
wl«h . . . .. .What was that purpose for niohieh sirJam^ 

Lo^ther^s grant was^btmned^ and which AntU 
Jwmi seys kas^ been long dnc€ defeated? Who^ 
doe$ he, mean by a man ever burthensome to everg 
^Ttthtietr^tionf I hope he does not mean ike 
duke qf OraftcAfs friend^ Mr James lAmther ; ^ 
ai leia/6t^ &kt he does^ not give the Baronet tk^ 
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pretty character^ by order of the duke oh 



obafton/* 



Hiis last sentence may recall to your mind an 
expression in Juniu8*s Letter of the 28th No- 
vember. " Besides, my lord, I am a little 
anxious for the consistency of your character. 
You violate your own rules of decorum, when you 
do not insult the man whom you have betrayed^* 

In the acknowledged collection of our author's 
writings, there follows a very long Letter to 
lord Mansfield, on the bu^ness of Eyre, a fdon, 
whom his Lordship had admitted to bail.. This 
Letter was absolutely necessary, as Junius, on 
the 2d of November preceding, had pieced 
himself before God and his^ country, in proper 
time and place, to make good his charge against 
the Chief Justice. On the same day that he en- 
deavoured to fulfil this engagemeiit, he published 
a Letter to lord Camden, whom, we may remem- 
ber, he formerly had caricatured, as being armed 
with a dagger, which he called the law of nature, 
and followed, as it marshalled him the way to ' the 
murder of the constitution. 

He has materially changed his sentiments, and 
now gives lord Camden credit for every great 
and good qualification, while he begs him to 
come forward, and impeach lord Mansfield, for 
having violated the laws, in bailing. Eyre. An 
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extract from one of his private Letters to Mn 
Wilkes closes the acknowledged correspondence 
of Junius: but he still amttses himself vntii 
writing nt lord Barrington, who had dismissed 
Messrs. D'Oyly and Francis from the War Office, 
to make room for Mr. Chamier, and another of 
his friends. Junius's first Letter to his Lordship 
is dated the 28th of January^ when he says, 
^* This is the first of sixt££N l£tt£Bs, addressed 
to your Lordship, which are ready for the press, 
and shall appear as it suits the printer's conve* 
nience." — We have already observed, that be 
had toid Woodfall he meant to entertain himself 
and the public with torturing lord B. having no* 
thing better to do. This had been three days 
previous to his first Letter. 
. On the 6th of February, 1 772, Junius uses the 
signature of Anti-Belial, in defence of the long 
Letter to lord Mansfield. The second episde to 
Jord Harrington is on the 17th of the same 
month ; the third <m the 27th ; and theibur^i 
on the^ lOth of Mareh^ These are all s^ed 
Veteran, and, in the first, Junius uses the ex- 
preasion; " We soldiers feel it as an indignily^ 
&c.*' The fifth is dated on the 2Sd of March ; 
and the sixth, on the 4th of May, is signed 
Scotus, for tibe purpose of reproaching his Lord- 
ship with having asserted, in a letter to lord 
Melcombe, that ♦* Cockburne, Kke most of his 
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coiiii0yoKa^ wto a» abject iio those abdi^t hito, 
arbe mnr insdent to* thoeer fadow him.''' > 
. On die ^h 0f May, 1 772^ folfet^s a lettcfr d£ 
diHiqgntuiatJonI to the Lords Conmlisl^ioners oS 
tlie Admiraltyy on the appointmend cC Mr. BnkI^ 
ghav to be a memdb^ of tbeir boards ' Mr^ 
Bffflidbhaw, he my^ a^ipeared' first in Ae it^fMi 
as a doahestic of k>rd Ba^lngtoii's; 

Tbaf Memoirs of his iM-dihip were pnbliisbed' 
on tbe 12th, undsr the sigiiatore of STamesi&y 
iriwdefadk the pdiey by which he ttcfpt ^^sm 
pkce assigned him by die duke of NeN^oast^^ 
iifter that mimater's res^naliotf m 17^6, md tiie 
eoalsiTavces by whrck he bad mana^d, frills 
tfiattimeyn^rer to be a< moment out of place# 
He concludes by.stathig, that lordi Bbrrii^ftoii 
had rwefveA ^^,000£l c£ the^ imblio mcaiiefy/ahid 
tiniil eobchides his last puldic Letter. 
. Jikitiaa inay hax^ had vasious: 
60tflrtaHking:^hiiiSdf and the fidblic by tertuii^ 
lbtti:]kfffin^ton,^irhbL dsd&s tso» (B^ppeoff to hemi 
bUmdkrtA diiectiy \Hth iJbe (^e' of th^ dtAfe of 
Sbrtfaild^. i wilfy howieti^, t^cipitulMr the 
oatisi^ible iBascnisr >ffaich are- suppo^^d^to' hare 
inttigiled the sadte^ a» w^l^as abxtsb; of thd 

for ill the memoiis of tke doke of Pdrtftn^ lAich foUi»w: 
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caatW-K wbom bN$ des^edE £sm ]SK&r# Sitt^ fawting? 
nic^lNEhik riisii0d tbe: GevwnOr of. £Shrsikbav 
ge^ei^, lAwke. ESe: nssxk. served iind^ kxld 
Bute. Lord Rockingham then employed. hoDy 
aad, while, lie ^dstfed by his protoctloo^ he in- 
Irigued with the diifce of . G'raftoa. Biiit lAtA 
Chatham was agaiti the. only* man in> t^e kdngu 
dom fit to govern a great empitet 9tifl, wlMt 
the duke of Grafton took the lead, lord Barring- 
ton saw things in a dMfetent point of view. Lord 
North was then the man after his heart, and, 
during his administration, in 1 "772, he caballed 
mlh the duke of Grqfton and the Bedfbrdt, fa 
oitain the reoHL of lond Ttmrnkmiy and to 
d^e lord Ncsotb. fcom. the tsreasuty.?' A ptaif 
tafMceventthe Whig faoty stifirfrom twxkirxg tsUfii 
piower.. 

LQi:d..Baj:mgtoa t^utnkeditiie t£bo{ts^ \m 1798V 
&x tbotE bshairtottt^in iS^ Geot-^eTa Hiidi^ tlifefe 
fiaiitecoK persons wtfi^ ^mt^ deafriog^ iimfi i» 
persist, in ihe-pei^fmaoioa of thdir duftf iridi 
vik^Cs^^ and fimokAnig ^^^ W^ Adk'M^ktA 
pi:icM3Mtk»ftutfa^vth^ law c^njU aiitbior]^ M tiHe 
WatlQffice,giite.v 

wakes, seobndeAb^ Mr Rigby; «l9^i«eittBe^^ 
VOted&withikim^itib&ittiifi^ty afiiottfttfe^ to t^l 

6 
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Jbest speech in drfaice of Mr. WiUces. In 1770 
he declared thai he did not kno4ir a single ge« 
neral officer, out of a hundred in the service, 
lirbo was any way qualified to command die 
army* ^ 

.. He had now made (£e Ex-secretary of the 
duke of Grafton, Mr. Bradsbaw, his ovm^eputjf 
in the War Ckffice. He had voted against the 
nuttum tempus iill* 



LETTER XXIT. 

M-Y LOiU>, ^ Februaty, I8l6r 

. Thk author of the Preliminary Essay^ 
sedking a motive for Junius's writings, thus ex«^ 
presses himself: *' Whether the writer of these 
Letters had any other and less worthy object in 
view than' that he uniformly avowed, namely, a 
desire to subserve the best political interests of 
Im CQUIltry, it is impossible to asc^tain witli 
preeiston. It is tmqtsestionabfy no eommtm oc^ 
^urrence in history ^ to behold a man thus steadibf^ 
uand qJmost incessanibfjhrjive ytars^ 0ohmteering 
his services in the catise qfthepeopk^ amidst abuse 
qn^flondef^from eoerjf party j exposed to unioersal 
resentment^ wtknown and notdarmg to be knsam^ 
wiAoUt having any PtiRsotiAL oisjEcxxo AcauitB, 
any sinisser motive ff individual aggrandizement 
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or reward. Yet nothing, either in his public or 
private Letters, affords us the remotest hint that 
he was thus actuated.*' Thus we may observe, 
that the writer suspected a motive, though he 
could not find one; however, we have' discovered 
a mass of evidence illustrative of a paramount 
motive— the restoration of the forest of Ingle- 
wood, and of the castle and manor of Carlisle : 
the security of the duke qfPortldrtd's estate* 

Your Lordship has seen, that a real or sup- 
posed persecution of this nobleman, was appa- 
rently the first instigation to these celebrated 
Letters. The writer is so evidently affected by 
it, that he pursues it in all its stages : it is that 
which lends a venom to almost every arrow of 
his quiver: it is that which poitits and even 
wings every shaft. As if incensed at this per- 
secution, the indignation of the patriot Junius 
bursts into a flame at the first breath of it j and 
this flame, fiercely as it burns, is neither extin- 
guished nor consumed, until the persecution 
which had been resisted is abandoned, and the 
injury atoned by the defeat of sir James Low- 
ther, and the consequent mortification of Ju- 
nius's most hateful enemy, the duke of Grafton. 
On the decision of the Barons of the Exchequer^ 
the perseverance of Junius first manifests a sus- 
pension, after having kept before the public the 
case of the 4uke of Fprtland, through a lapse of 
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four yenrs Qvd a 'half, 4Btailing it in palticular, 
or Jn part m Seventeen Letters, and quoting or 
adverting to it in Nearly twice as many more. 

Biefbre I produce the collateral proofs which 
I have been aWe to procure, or lay before you^ 
statement of *he Duke^s public hisitory during 
the period occupied by these Letters, I wish 
much to iiapress you with a ju&t idea of Junius's 
accuracy on this particular question. It is not 
that this is hh first atid chief engine of attack, 
that he descants on it with a malignity and in- 
veteracy sometifnes amounting almost to fero- 
city, but that he is so correctly informed on 
every .point connected with it,; that it is not pos- 
sible but that either his Grace of Portland, or 
some Me cf his imqiediate relatives, must have 
«lfiisNrded thut icffbi^mation. «« Your Lordship,*' 
Bays Hunius to lord Hillsborough, under the 
oliflra<5ter of Cl(3ophas, " is exactly acquainted 
with particularism which could only be known to 
a ftiW'persdns.** We toay use the same language 
{and idea, ^ infer l^at his G^acfe, under the cha- 
M^ter of Junius, was exactly acquainted with 
pa^rticulars which could hardly be known to any 
Imt those connected privately with himself. 

The case of the duke of Portland was pub- 
lished by Alitfon, 4n the ye^ 176W. I have 

^ Mik. Letter xaxvii. f April 2. 
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before observed, that the last Letter recorded m 
it is dated the 8th of January in that year. Now 
Junius relates several particulars aflPecting the 
Portland cause on the 16th of Fefbruary follow- 
ing ; and some other still more important points 
of it on the 24th. On the 4th of March, the 
whole doctrine of nuttum tempus is discussed ; 
the plan and conduct of the ministers, the infor- 
mation of sir James Lowther, and its conse- 
quences. The Letter of Anti-van-Teague fol- 
lows on the 1 1th of March, and the answer of 
Anti-Stuart on the 24th. Here are five Letters 
from the pen of Junius, detailing almost every 
individual particular of the case of the duke of 
Portland, stating the manoeuvres and duplicity 
of the ministers, who gave out, he says, that 
they werenot free stents, but acted as creatures 
qfeJcecuHon to the Surveyor-General. Whence 
did Junius derive this mass of information ? or 
any part of it ? The duke of Portland^ s case was . 
not "publisJtedy not even advertized hy the pub' 
UsheTjimtil the 2d of Jpril JbUowing. Had it 
been publicdy known when Junius was appa- 
orently engaged afterwards in waiting down the 
niinistry, and * attacking the King and the 
Goimnon», that the same patriotic spirit had for- 
merly dictated these five Letters, I think the 

* SeeiLettew of Junius and Wilkes, Ni>. 91. 
K2 
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public would not have long hesitated in pro- 
nouncing who was the author. But besides that 
he employed three different signatures, and left 
another of them blank, no one but Wood&ll 
knew, even in after-time, not in fact till the re- 
cent publication of the Miscellaneous Letters, 
that Junius^ under so many disguises, had for- 
merly written at all. The case, when it ap- 
pears, is found to Contain a statement of &ct8 
e)cactly corresponding with every thing, even to 
the most minute particulars, as related by Ju- 
nius; nay, not only the sentiments, the lan- 
guage, the style, the very words ; but the rage 
and fury of the popular writer are visible in 
every page of it. The critics of the day attri- 
buted it to the duke of Portland himself, or to 
his friends. I find, in the Monthly Review for 
April 1768, this passage respecting the case in 
question. ^^ It is no wonder that the DukCy see* 
ing an estate of such value and great consequence 
thus wrested outqf his possession^ should have re- 
course to every means qf redress that the laws of 
Ms country may possibly (^ffbrd him ; but homjbr 
it has been bight in him or his fbiekds to rir^ 
the alarm bell in the ear qf the public^ in the manner 
. ^key have done^ as though the rights andpropttties 
' qf every subject in Uie kingdom Were in darker from 
the encroachments qfprerogaUve and ministerial op^ 
pression^ is a matter which we will mot take upon 
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US to decide. Hear how the writer of this case 
declahns on the subject. ^ One should hsurdly 
have conceived in whose heart or head such hor^ 
rid plans of tyranny and vexation could be de- 
vised/ if the untutored folly of these mode-mi- 
nisters had not blurted it out; but we are-told 
that this confiscation is but a part of a magnifi- 
cent plan for resuming the forest claims, and 
reviving the forest laws. Perambulate, level en- 
croachments^ trample^own the vineyard and the 
waving com, e^pel the cottager, who with two 
hundred years' mistaken labour has made the fop 
rest bring forth food for the use of man. Spard 
not his little ewe lamb, for that too has grained 
feloniously on the royal demesnes. Search^ va- 
lidate the dormant claims of the Crown j the 
riesources must be made good — they must be re- 
stored by such windfalls as it shall please God to 
send in the lapse of time, by the destruction of 
&mily writings. We have two hundred and five 
years to range in ; the civil wars have inteiv 
vened j fire, deaths, attorneys, executors and 
their executors may* have destroyed or mislaid 
the parchments; here is rich plunder for the 
public. Fall on, spare not, nay not one ; royaU 
ists^ sons 6f the revohition^ Hampdens, ^nuSo 
dkcrimne.* Of aU the wonders I hceoe eoer met 
mfft^ His the most astonishh^ to hav^ heard in 
(ipen parliameray a deliberate proposal^ in cold 
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hloddyof raising a revenue from a comtrttd ^^ 
tern qf search for qaf^cafions / not tormy $ril<xe^ 
committed) or any in dontemplirfioi^ but ^s the 
tmgracious recompense f&r ifU ^ ghriott^ Ofkl 
immvtal virtues qf thos^ men who hmi herep^e 
rescued this kif^dQm Jtom oppression: Ptmd^ 
the post^ity of those heroes on whom wad here- 
tofore bestowed the rewarda^ of Uieir valour and 
virtues with unregr^tted munificeQee* W^ have 
been toot liberal ^ tvehave rewarded the supporters 
^liberty and of the Protestant came with too pro* 
digal a hand, we have purcha^d these batibkei 
at too dear a price^ Bfesunie^ ^oti&eate^ repkh 
nish the public c^g^s with the fpoils Of patriot'^ 
im* 3i aerarjium ambitione ^^h^ueeiiii^ufr pet 
$celera repl^ndum erit.' " 
, Afiper this specimen, neither your Lord^ip 
nor myself can feel much surprise or doub^ ^% 
ihe e;xpres6ion of the critics concerning the fioUe 
^ufce or his'Jriends^ for never could any writer 
betray his personal feelings or personal. interest 
i^ more obvious or glaring colours, than this.au^ 
tbor^ in the paragraph just quoted* It would l^Q 
idl? to argue on such a question^ therefore I 
shall return to tl^e five Letters, to furnish 79a 
with a bri^f comment on Jqnius's accuracy* Th« 
first of ^ese l^etters, without a signatur^^ attach 
Ihe minfetry for putting the great se^tl in cwn- 
)|AWq»9 9b«^ng \k9^\ tb0 in9ignifioaiic# of tbe 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



{ \S5 ) . 

fitted, u^hQ^ted that ^ow^ fi^frtmkr ^sign'Wd^. 

rsfWtri: (page. 45), ^* Tbe pyiyy-^e^l is piut iota 
iS^a^^isaioi^i far Ro qtbQJT fjurpQS^ but to hear 
iieiHjfal ^n th«t tf»mt mkkh tk^ dui^ qfJPftnkMt 

"Tho estaWwhoigi^t of tJiLfe «^v.efal high i)ffioea 
of atate forms anatursil and comtitutional check 
upon the prero^tive of the Crown y bq. illegal 
or weonsjbitutipiidl grants charter, or pateiDt caa 
tdice effect from the mere motioa of the Save** 
^ecg», hut fnuat paa& through a great number of 
offices^ in each of whicti it ia the duty of the 
officer, if the case, require it, to remoBdtmte.tdi 
thp Cix>wii4 aa he is hiiBS^lf amjmrerahle &in tl\6 
consequencei of any.puhlie instrument which 
he has aufibi^d to pa^s through bis departments 
7ho. delay of thtsprogreasion has another good 
effect, in giidngt tho ^subject time and 'opporti^ 
nity.to enter his priest i against, any ^^ddem^or 
incofiittdemte grtot hy wbildb hit own prOpecty; 
isc^ ke. i^y beafieoted.'* Now fcp the .cpe x 
5^, The duke of Fortland^agecit waited upon:tha 
Ghancellpr of the Sjcobequeor to ;withl^old)dit 
Aeal in. oonaequetioe xxf the tamai em^&tBd.^thh 
0fl^« His. Lordflhi{i;:(}ocd North) : sai^ he vm 
{indeed to affix tha'seai - instantanemisly f. that 
in C^han<i6Uoridf tbe^]^s^eq{am he e^nsidered 
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himself a (nimsterial officer, and subject as mu<^ 
to an order from the Board of Treasury as amf 
common clerkj in respect to his seal to grants ; 
and, therefore, could not withhold it. I wiU 
venture to say this is so &r from being the case, 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer is one of 
the first legalofficers in the kingdom ; and that 
the very purpose of his being annexed to the 
Board of Treasury is, that he may be a judicial 
controul on the acts of that Board." Is not this 
an anticipation of the very thoughts and expres- 
sions of the case ? The writer then quotes Mad- 
dox in his history of the Exchequer (page 580), 
" As to the Chancellor 4)f the jEa^cheguer he seems 
to ham been appointed to be a controul or check 
upon the treasurer. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer as a legal officer ranks next to the Lord 
High Chancellor. It is great condescension in 
him to act the part of a mere indented clerkj 
&c. 8cc." Thus far the case and the Letter of 
the 16th ; but Junius, in the other Letter of the 
24th of February, relates the whole of the affiur 
in question y and sa3rs, after remarking on the 
administration's having denied access to the re- 
cords, having refused to hear counsel, &c. &c. 
5Vthat the property was the estate of a noble and 
nost respectable person, derived from a King to 
whom we owe all our liberties, sixty-three years 
in undisputed pos ia M lgn , the subject of frequent 
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settlements^ abd now actuajlj a part of the 'pitu 
ture of the noble Duchess/' 

Surely no indfffisrent person^ however insti* 
gated by poUtics^^an be supposed to have pos-> 
sessed or to have urged this knowledge on the 
subject. If it were not his Grace who thus 
(speaking of iz noble and most respectable per- 
son, and the noble Duchess,) communicates to the 
public the very circumstances of the treatment 
which his agents received at the Treasury board, 
and either declares or alludes to every particular 
of those transactions of which in his- own cha« 
racter he could complain, the communicaticm 
must have been made from information derived 
firom himself or his very agents. 

The other tetter of Mnemon is an echo to the 
first, and every passage has its parallel in the 
case. The letter signed Anti-van-Teague, we 
have already placed in its true light, as nothing 
less' than a ts^get to receive the arrows of Anti- 
Stiiart. But while we are intent on proving his 
singular correctness in this cause, we shall soon 
see that he is rarely so in the particulars of al« 
most any odier. 

'To commence with sir William Draper; I 
<hink that against this gentleman he proves not 
one of his assertions. With respect to Mr. 
Home he was perpetiMy mistaken,, and he* 
does not even get out of tlie contest with him. 
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but with some lasting marks of clisgrace. He 
considered Mn Home as haring niisrepi;esentod 
the sentiments conveyed in hia ILetterto the Bill 
of Ri^ts Society, admits his mistaHe,. seems 
ra(i)er to suspect Wilkes, and afterwards reprints 
his suspicion of Mr. HcM^e. In the dSait o£ 
sir J. Ai&herst he confuses dates^ and jipolo^es 
to the public. He accuses the duke ot Bedford 
of haying been bribed by the French govern^ 
ment, but can. bring no proof whatever. He 
2U;tacks the duke of Grafton on the subject of 
the Whittlebury oaks, and be is confuted h^ 
Philalethes. On the business of the fblkland 
Isles he is successfully opposed, by Dr. Johnson.. 
He is mistaken in his account of Mr. Edward 
Weston, and incorrect in attributing a certain 
pamphlet to him ; even on general Gan8eU> a£. 
lair he meeta with much icontradiction. Mr. 
Vaughan s^^nds him his papers, but the sale of 
the place at Exeter to Mr. Hine was asserted by 
the friends of the duke of Grafton to have been 
effected without his Grace^s privity. He deniras 
Woodfall to find out for him, if he caa, tfa6 day 
the duke of Bedford was flogged ob.the CQUfM 
at Litchfield by Mr- Heston, Humphry, and he 
entreats WUles to procure &r him the .most 
emct account of ^her Information against E^re* 
-r^How diS^itol if a)I thitr &tm tiae aocuncy of 
bis great/caiiae, whete he xwitbv oonfuses daM$ 
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nor &cts, nor asserts any thing ^hicb is ever 
controverted— except the tears of Mt. Brad- 
shawy respecting which he had Jbad the testi- 
mony of Mr. Ailenby, in aU probability. * When 
Mr. Grey Cooper, on the 27th June, 1770, de« 
fends Mr. Bradshaw, or rather exculpates him 
from any imputation on account of the job con-. 
trived by Miss Folly Bradshaw, mark the answer 
of Junius ; — ^^ I received the circumstance of 
Mr. Bradshaw's having burst into tears — 
from an authority which I thought at least equal 
to Mr. Cooper's." Miss Bradshaw bad sokl a 
place to Mrs. Allenby for her husband, whQ 
during the transaction had been in Cumberl^d 
assisting in the support of the Portland interest. 
Mn AU^nby was^ examined on tbi^sql^ect ]3[e*' 
fore the Board of Treasury, ^nd the affiur would 
certainly come to the ears of the duke of Pprt- 
tody as affecting one of his agents, howi^ver Ju^ 
nius might arrive at the knowledge of it« Junius 
says, however, to Mr. Bradshaw, (7th July) ^< / 
iia^ notwritten from conjecture^ nor can you be 
ignorant that I halve drawn my intelligence from^ 
Hf ^r^ SQurcey amf not the common falsities qf 
the day." • Of Mr, Grey Coopey, Junius even 
speaks handsomely ; and though bis sentiment^ 
are coupled ,with a sarcasm on Mr.^ Bradshawyhf; 
admits in ai^sw^r to tbe first that he may .be piisr 
tak«n> and does wiUiogly give up i)^ capiial 
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point of the tears. " I have a high opinion/' 
he continues, " of Mr. Grey Cooper's mtegrity, 
but a much higher of Mr. Bradshaw's. I find 
the fair* image of truth in the first ; in the last I 
expect to meet an oracle/* He then argues 
solely on Mr. Cooper's ignorance of the subject, 
but without any expressions even of disrespect, 
and concludes by aft appeal to Mr. Bradshaw. 
You may perhaps anticipate the cause of my 
detaining you so long on this affiiir, which is to 
shew you by way of parallel, that the writer also 
of Almon's case qf the duke of Portland^ though 
violent against the Treasury even to the last de- 
gree, professes a good opinion of Mr. Cooper, 
their secretary. " I will liot omit,** says the 
writer, (p. 32) " this opportunity of doing jus- 
ticfe to Mr. Cooper's candid aiid friendly condact 
throughout the course of this transaction. I 
would make an apology personally to him if I 
thought there wanted any, for the liberty I take 
in commenting upon his official letters, but eveir 
one will consider the sophistry, reservations^ and 
double dealing which are unavoidable in so lame 
a cause, as merely official ; and I will venture to 
say^ that those who know him best will least 
think him capable of personally taking part in 
any transaction inconsistent with the punclSlios 
of a man of honour.** Would an indiflferent 
person^ or any one merely employed to draw 
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Up the case have used the terms candid and 
friendly? . ^ 



LETTER XXill. 

MY LORD, * 11 Feb. 1816, 

I SHALL state what facts I have col- 
lected relative io the duke of Portland's public 
conduct during the years in which the Letters 
of Junius appeared, with some account of his 
political sentiments and career preceding and 
subsequent to that period. In this research, I 
own I have met with little success, and it has not 
been until within these few days that I have 
collected any documents on which to found an 
argument of sufficient force in proof of the pal- 
pable identity of Junius and his Grace. I have 
hitherto judged the case which seems to accord 
so well with the impression under which I first 
commenced this correspondence, from its inter- 
nal and intrinsic evidence, resolved that if the 
.sentiments of Junius, in addition to his pertina- 
city on one particular question, should not bear 
me out in my expectaticm as well as conjecture, 
that I would not pursue that case or correspon- 
dence any further, nor incur the ride of deceiv- 
ing your Lordship or myself by any strained 
construction of the ^orts of Junius, or the 
known conduct or opinions of the duke of Fort- 
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land. But the difficulty ot want of success to 
which I allude has not arisien from any discovery 
of incongruity in the two characters before us. 
They are perfectly consistent; nor have I in the 
course of numberless inquiries hitherto detected 
a singkfacty nor a circumstance of even the slightest 
importance that can tmHtateJbr a moment against 
ike conviction I have eaperieneed Jrom the very 
Letters of our author. The want, or rath^ delay 
of success, has originatte^l in a paucity o# matter 
upon one point. The politics of his Grace 
are well known, but his speeches, his public 
professions of patriotism, his eloquence^ and 
his triumphs, — ^t^ese I have in vain sought 
for. 

Your Lordship hints that4iis Grace possessed 
not a' sufficiency of talent to have written the 
best Lettera of Junius, wMst I hear and read on 
«ll hands and in many pamiphlets and reviews 
-that these letters possess small claims to anj ta- 
lent J that they consist in declamation without 
argument, furious invective without truth, flow- 
mg language and well turned periods calculated 
'to captivate rather than convince^ But I will 
iwimit all that his admirers hstve to 'boast in his 
iavour, and then undertake to prove that his 
'Grace of Portland possessed an abundance of 
talent fully equal to the proddction of them all. 
I could refer you to his friends, to those who 
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lived with him and knbw him; and more paiti^ 
cularly to the excellent and worthy Dr. Cyril 
Jackson, late dean ^f Christchurch, who knew 
and duly appreciated his Grace's talents. But 
we shall see that th« particulars of his public 
life are a sufficient testimony diat his political 
friends entertained no mean opinion of him. 

All the biography which I have found of his 
Grace, especially reispecting the ara in which we 
are interested, has been selected from magazinets^ 
memoirs, or public prinfts. In seeking the his- 
tory of a public character, I have naturally ap- 
plied to those sources which of right are the 
property of us all. At the same time I write to 
your Lordship under correction, and do not pre- 
sume on any personal infallibility myself, nor «n. 
gage to vindicate the accounts which I tak^ 
from others. 

The late Duke was bom in 17S8 *, received 
his education partly at home under a private lai- 
tor, and was entered at Christchurch, in Oxford^ 
in 175S. His Grace's mother," lady Margaret 
Cavendish Harley, only daughter and heiress of 
Edward earl of Oxford, and grand-aaughter of 
John Holies, duke of Newcastle, possessed a 
great taste for w*^, and expended an immense 

* Monthly Magazine.— -No. 193. 
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sum of tikoney on the attainment of objects suit^ 
able to her finely cultivated taste. She formed 
a magnificent museum of curiosities at Bulstrode, 
among which was the ** Portland vase/* for^ 
merly belonging to the Barberini family; and I 
have heard she possessed an excellent collection 
of gems, &c. &c. 

The celebi:ated Mrs. Elizabeth Elstob was go- 
verness to her children ; — ^a lady skilled in eight 
languages, whom. Rowe Mores, the antiquary, 
called the ** indejessa comes** of her brother's 
studies ; a female student of the University upon 
a genteel fortune, but pursuing too much the 
drug learning. 

This lady engaged herself in the family of 
the Duchess in the year 17S9, and died at Bul- 
strode in 1756, three years after the late Duke 
entered at Christchurch : therefore his Grace, 
even from his earliest infancy, must have had 
every opportunity in his domestic education of 
profiting by the talents of two extraordinary and 
accomplished females. In 1756 he recited pub- 
licly some English verses in such a manner as to 
attract notice. On the 1st of February, f757, 
he took the degree of A. M. . 
, After finishing his education at this learned 
seminary, his Grace, then lord Titchfield, went 
abroad, in company with his only brother, lord 

8 
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iBdwurd Bcntinek, on their travels •• They 
nlGldcf (fee grand tour, and after their return 
home became members (^parliament: the mar- 
mjis of 'Ktchfteld served for Wcobly, in Here- 
fordi^ire, and lord Edward, first for the city of 
CarMe^ and secondly ifor the county of Not- 
tingl^am, of which his brother became lord lieu- 
tenatif. - 

The Marquis sat but a few months as a com- 
moner ; for his fatter, the duke of Portland^ 
died soon after he took his seat; and a new writ 
was issued for Weobly, on the 6th of June, 1762 : 
80 that he does not seem to have had an oppor- 
tunity of speakings as the house did not meet 
for the dispatch of business imtil the succeeding 
autumn. From the first moment that he was ad- 
mitted to his seat among the peers, the. young 
duke of Portland, then twenty-four years of age, 
took an active part in the proceedings of the 
Houscy and then, as well as for many tears 
AFTER, seemed desirotts bath of earning and of 
deserving popularity. 

♦Thejcnarquis of Titcbfield b^inj^^t ?erjia, »i Jbia tr^y^lf,. 
was introduced to Frederick, Th^ir <;onv^saiion turai^jl on. 
th6 divisions in England and the unpopularity of the court. 
'' If I were to sil on your throne for three days/' said Fredc- 
pok,.^! would make you know what it is to have a king/'-*- 
'' Sire/' replied the young nobleman, " your Majesty would 
not be able to keep your seat on the English throne three 
hmn^-^-DodsUy's Ann. Reg. for 1773, p. 68. 

If 
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^^ His estate wu not large, as it^is encumbered 
with an hnmense jointure of ^16000 per annum 
to his mother, the Dowager. This circumstance 
obliged him to have recourse early in life to ex* 
pedients fer raising money which encumbered 
hi5 fortune, crippled his independence, and 1$ 
supposed to have induced him suddenly and ui)« 
pectedly to alter the whole tenor of his political 
conduct ; but this political change did not take 
place till many years after/' 

In 1763 his.Grac^ gwoe an early presage of 
Juspatriotismy by a strenuous opposition to the 
Cyder Bill \ a measure engendered during the 
earl of Bute'is administration, and brought for* 
ward by sir Francis Dashwood, then chancellor 
of the Exchequer. He afterwards entered his 
protest against that measure, which was too un- 
|)opular to be persevered in. ^ 

The ambitious views of lord Bute had now led * 
him to dismiss J5rom the administration all those 
whose principles and influence he apprehended 
hostile to himself. The duke of Newcastle had 
been advised to resign, and the. duke of Devon- 
shire had been struck pff the list of privy coun- 
sellors*. To the first his Grace of Portland wis, 
already related in descent, and to the family of 
the second he became four years i^er allied by 

• 1762. 
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nmrryiiig hdy Dorothy Cavendith, bis daughter^ 
In t^6 year 176S, I find the subject of our pre- 
sent inquiry leagued with the members of the op*^ 
position to condemn the peace*; who feeling their 
own insignificance, and perceiving who were 
fa^ighest in esteem with ; the ;pubUc, had i^oUcited 
an union with those who had resigned on ac^ 
^ount of the late measures; their (^tabliahed re^^ 
puta^ioff and unshaken pppulazity being convinc-^ 
ing .proo& that it would be folly to attempt an 
opposition without the sanctioa of their names 
at tlie head of it. : ; :^ 

^ Th^principal persons cons^ted to a coalition, 
and fre^ently dined together, at each other's 
houses. . The first dinner was given by. the. duke 
of Kewcastle^ a,bout the middle of March, 176S. 
At this were present the dukes of Deyoiislure, 
Boltpnjand Portland; marquis of Rockii^ham ; 
earl^Temjple, Coniwaltis, ^AJH)enu^ A&hbum* 
ham, Hardwicke, Besborough ; the lords rSpen- 
cer. Sondes^ Grantham, and Villiera ; Mr. Piu^ 
Mr. Grcnville, and sir George Savile. . " 
' On the third reading of the Cyder Bill, ^ere 
W9S^(mother division', and a second protest: the 
following were tlf^. lords in the minonty^-^nkes 
^ Grijfiony ]BoL >n j Devons^re, Newcastle, and 
PorUand ; marquis: of Rockingham ; earls of 

' ' • Historjr of the late M iaority, p. 9L .^ . . 
l2 
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Si^Vt^ ilytttouth, Oxford, I^etters^ DaHinottft, 
;Bri^l, Afdiburnham, Temple, Cornw^H^ fijirfl- 
Wlcke, and Faiiconberg. But^toreturii to our 
biography,— 

Aectfrdingf to ihe custom i)tt*s«ed by ineft t£ 
Ank ^nd iufla^ce in ibis tbuHtry to ^f^6^ 
diefmselves to a party, h% the only isure and Ittfid- 
Gble way of eithcir ^ftaitiing or pUsserving pbfi^ 
ficftilland parltamentaty consequence,— ^his Omce 
6f Portland connected himself With the marqttiis 
of Rockiftgham ; a name once celebhited i^ 
still venerable in the annals of this coxititsf. 
^ Re joined m0i 0uit woffffy kohkinaH in taSnng 
donm and writing ddwn ttvo dtj^6nt infminisMt- 
Hohs; Jhr wMch last purpose there idas a-jbiftt 
stock purse ioUixtid arid emph^J^ 

Theiitst^iF thesieadministratiohs wafe thit df 
ibe earl of ^litfe ; Iht Second 6f ikt. Q^irgt 
Oren^Ue, ^otook the two bflfc^s oFKrst lAJW 
df'the iTreasury atid OtoncfeUor of the ^xtihe-^ 
jpier. 9ut the plan of admrnistradon ahid i^ 
measures or^dVerftfiofetit^ohtinued as laid itoWti 
by the late minister. The i6)>positt6n remafaied 
ia the s^me skuation, and affirmed that the ncrvr 
Mmstrjr were too oihfir thfcn ^iitetftntes of the 
Mourile, Who hkd only rfetiifed to « plaire df 
ijrfety And secrfecy, m oi*der stittt to govern, 
though by other hands. 

The feet *f iSiiB dtflte bt Porttarid haying 
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lyi^^a 4<KWq this a4inipistS9lii9;i, 19 i^oh Mr* 
Q\.:6r«oviUe h^l^i the tvoci£p«es abov^ itt^U'^ 
^f»ed, wkilsty i^qeox^Ag tci Mr. WpoclM* J^ 
1^ ti^W»!m^mV9i »n4 appreve^ of tM g«iBn 
4j^l9fii) either in or oh^ of o$ce, ipay )se0ip» at 
%(i fight, to fit#r:( a £^n9 Qbj«cti(ua Un ib0 
4fa^imt!!f v^A cfionsji^xi^ ^f tiie ^0 ch^raciteisi 
ikmf9^9 I will fi»wer th^e Qt^e9ti«iii fit oiMHir 
PTiPWWftg tM. 1 IWYP founfk n« wjidenc^i© Jw- 
])JW!> I^t^rs, t» f^^qpze the ipfer^pce pf Mr* 
^994j^. ^kMjsi^pcy is flpt an ia^q>eiv9He 
a^V^^ pf ^qoins: we h^ve ^ee|i that he.j^x? 
presses, at different periods, different an4,ft^ff^ 
^gfS/94^ t/Kf^^f^e^ts qf Iprds Camim^ Chatham, 
§BU*jr» <P. Tp^»s^qd, Wi»m ftfc- »t?t tQ 

TT^e fd^pi^trati^ pf Mn Q. Gcen^ile, 
eiaHfld f#> itjie a^iw8|f?itio?|i of t^^ 4Hke o^ 
%djfor4, inFlu4f4, ,iyit^ tljpsp .Pf^nf. ^rd» 
IJ^ftCth, <jfr^y, IJilb^rouj^^ ^flrOiiiigtw, jjp 
G^^^ E^^ j^rd ^ipgtott, ^r. Rigby, 1^4. 
iiif duke of j^tland,^}i9 ^U cpAti9ued MftS^^ 
qffit^ i^oraf . f?d j^fild that .pppii^iptmentjjad^ 

^IW??yr.Bf«fi6nfed ;|«f.<p|ft<*.t^§i«]t:^oJin,#., 
W Q*#W» #u4 f %riJWi8 \wit|i Jlj^e. fU^V<lC 
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the reasdir why Jumus is so tender of the duke 
oi Rutland's reputation^ as we have formerly ob*' 
served, whitet he is less considerate^ if not a little 
inveterate, respecting that , of lord Granbyj aad 
here, I think, your Lordship may see at least 
fiiat Junius and his Grace of Portland entertained 
the same sentiments towards those members of 
administration^ whom I have enumerated, both 
uiKlerthe duke of Bedford, in 176S, and after* 
ii^vds under his Grace of Grraftbn, in 1768 and 
17^. ' But what shall we say of die oppositi 
opinions entertained by them respecting Mr. G. 
Grenville? ' 

' ** Mr; G. Grenville, younger brother of Iwd 
Temple, snd brother-in-law to lord- Chatham, 
was a political eltve of his maternal uncle, lord 
Gobham. He Jirst attached himself to the Tory 
party in consequence of marrying the daughter 
of sir W. Wyndham, the confidential friend of 
Bolingbroke, and &ther to lord Bgremont, and 
was made one of die Secretaries of State in 1762, 
when lord Bate was adduced to the Treasury ; 
he exchanged places with lord Halifak previous 
to the peace. Oh the 8th of April, 1763, lord 
Bdte resigned, and Mn Grenville accepted the 
two offices already mentioned, the administration 
Ueihg st^ under the influence of the fkvourite/ 
Jtii Mr.'^OremiUe beceam disgusted ivUh lord 
.J^&le^ and Ifuinjihnfytatached himself fo lard 
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Rockingham^ to whom he resigried the Treasury 
in 1?65, and ever aiftei* remained a staunch and 
determtined Whig, not entering into ppwer with 
any of the successive administrations, lord Chat- 
ham's, the duke of Grafton's, or lord Nprth*^. 

Thus you will see,* my Lord, that the very 
circumstance of Mr. Grenville's abandoning the 
&vourite and the Tories, aft dumtlrig himself 
'with the Rockingham p^rty^ in ^hose adminis- 
tration the duke of Portland held the office of 
Lord Chamberlain, and to whose pkrty, during 
th6 period occupied by Juolus's Leiters,*his 
Grade was wholly devoted, accounts readily for 
the good opinion professed by ' Janliis in his fa- 
vour, whatever disposition the'duke'of ]?ortbind 
might have formerly entertained to write him 
d&am^ whilst he upheld the favoutite and the 
Tories*. Moreover, he voted in fkvouir of the 
nuUum tismjpushVl. , I shair how return to' fhe 
Duke's memoirs. " ' 

' The Hockingiiam administration being tuhied 
out in a twelvemonth, the dtike of Poklandf for- 
got ^r a while hii^ disappdintin^t in ;the' pl^as- 

' • The Icading'piiociplei of Mf. Grcmilli^*«'pb1iti«, t6 which' 
Juniiti was attadied, was the tixtftion 6t Axsksiit^. M)pC G^ 
villej tdok np^ plwsit in the RjM^kin^Jini, ^pioMt;r^ti^i Aioi«h 
1)6 bad joined ii ; ^nd^tfiat administi^alioB repoded^the Si^p. 
Act. Wl(at septixaentB did the dVike of Portland prof^s; ^s to 
this incasure ? -* % ' 
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ing scenes of domestic comfi)rt» He married 
lady Dorothy Cavendish on the 8th of Noviem- 
ber» 1766, and, by Uns union, became connected 
with another Whig family, which^ like his own, 
had ever been zealous for the principles of the 
Revolution, which it still chedshed under a iiew 
dynasty* 

** I)ram this period Burlingtan House in Pic* 
cadiUjf<, become his iofBm residence^ and it was there 
where all the plans ^ ainUing att the al^urfmng 
i^fiuence ^ the Crown^ curbing the avowed urro* 
gance qf several successive ministerSy * givi^^ 
strength, zeaik and 0kien^^ to popui«Aa sjskh* 
USXiTi were hatshedi reared^ and brought to ma* 
luri^^ 4fp tQ the period qf the French revolt 

TheaulQect of this memoir being w^ awaro 
of ^e adv^tages suj^osed to result fron^ pturU^ 
mentary uifii4en9e, ftod living jproperty in Cmor 
berland, determined to support two of his fiieoids 
as m^poL]}efs for the county, the late H. Gui^n, 
es^ and H. fletcha^, ^$q4 an East India Director^ 
and <9ft0i?wards a Baronet, both possessing }iu(ge 
properly there. This gave great umbrage to sir 
Jamfsjt^owther^. aflerMwdis earl of Lonsdale^ 
who^ tO:gre«1i <q[nden0e9 united a diuring spirit^ 
aiid^ in addition ta bodi, uras MtiAn-iaw of tlie 
dlifl of Bute. A long, violent, arid expensive 
contest accordingly took placet ^^v although 
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the Baronefc found means to be returne49 yet he 
wa$ declared unduly elected by a committee of 
the House of Commons, and the two other can- 
didates were left, feir that paifiament at least, in 
the quiet pos^sssion of thm seats. 

While these transacttons were meditating in 
the North, a storm was preparing in the* South 
to crush the fortunes, darken the expectations, 
aad put an end t» the influence of the hardy 
fieer wfao: had thus presumed to o&ante^s^t tbt 
views of the favourite, and create an influence 
ia direct opposition to his family. By wjay of 
«flfe(^ally {xceventing the two friends of the 
JQoke from reaping the benefit of his p^tronage^ 
it was resolved to annihilate by one single 9wee^ 
ing Btcoke of authority thef pow^r and' interest 
of the &mily of Portland in the county of Cum- 
bedand. Accordingly, in the mon^ t£ De^ 
eemb^, l?6T, a grant was mad« in due forrrf 
by the Loindfl of the Treasury to sir James Low^ 
ther, of thfi extensive and valuable estate knowii 
hy the mam of Ing!e?wood J'oresrt, being part ^ 
and appurtenant to the manor of Penrith in the 
county abovementioned. . To this was added the 
soccage of Carlisle, granted by king William* to 

♦ Shebbeare, ih^is pamphlet, says, that the manor of CajT* 
]\ih had bech % purchaie for life of the last sarviving^ le&8ee, iq 
whom it liad Been g^nted by <Jathcrine, Queen Dowager of 

, Charles 
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his fiiyourite, jthe first eari of Portland; whicfa, 
whether worthily bestowed or not, had hitherto 
b^a considered, as an inheritance, descending 
regularly from &iik0F, to son through severalge^ 
nerations, without hindrance, qiolestation, €x 
ol^ection. Every thing on this occasion was 
conducted, with all the due forms of office. Sir 
Janies Lowther by memorial prayed a lease of 
Ae lands in question, and on a reference to liie 
^unreyor-generaU that gentleman, though no 
Mwyer, decided that the premises were not 
comprised in. the grant from king William to the 
earl of Portland, and concluded by reoom* 
mending the lease demanded at a reserved rciit 
of fifty pounds forthe soccage of Carlisle, and 
thirteen shillings and four-pence for the Forest. 
. Your Lord^p is already acquainted with the 
particulars of this affitir, therefore I n^d not 
repeat any more of it ; I shall merely add iJiat 
at the trial in November, 1771, lord Rosslyn, 
tb?n. Mr. Wedderburne, was counsel for the 
Crown, and Mr. Thurlow*, afterwards baron 

Gharles the Second, and consequenUy, after the death ^c^fihaf 
kttee, the Portlands had held it illegally from thfe Crown. « 

* Lord Thurlow may he supposed to have gueued at the 
man who had defended the cause^ whidi he^ as a hannstera had 
advocated. A Mr. * * *, conversing with his Loid^ip.on 
the subject of Junius, without however having' entertained 

the 
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Thurlow, and Lord Chancellor, kd for the duke 
of Portland. 

«« During the whok of the Amrkan conPsstj tte 
Duke was eminently consistent^ exhibiting on all 
occasions a degree qfjirmness^ zeal and resobiiony 
that obtained for him the cortfidence of the opposi- 
turn and the low qf the people.*' 

At theichange of ministry in 1782, when the 
Rockingham party again ca^lc into power, the 
duke of Portland was constituted lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland, whither he took general ,i>^itzpatrick 
for his secretary. The new administration con- 
tinued by liberal and manly instructions to injure 
popularity to his mission, he conceded freely 
what might have been demanded forcibly, and 
accordingly one of his first acts was the in^ 
dependence of Ireland, or rather complete 
emancipation, from the power and controul: of 
a British parliament. He was perhaps the only 
lord-lieuteiiant with whom the Irish people were 
so completely pleased as to be eager to drag him 
to the parliament-house, which they were only 

the most remote idea of his being the duke of Portland, asked 

lopd Thmiow whether be had ever suspected any person,— 

^Jiifi^Mier he had ever formed any opimon of the author of Ju- 

nios's Lettersr?— "Yes," replied bis Lordship, «' I have had my 

opinions/' — As this speech was dehvered in a serious and 

rather solemn manner, Mr. * * * did not venture his curiosity 

any farther. This was at Mr. Macnamara's table. 

8 
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preve^tCfd from doing by the intervention of tlie 
horse-guards. In the mean time an event oc- 
curred in this country which produced his 
speedy return at the end of three months *: thjis 
was the lamented death of lord Hockingham, 
whose talents and virtues were of the first ordei*, 
so that . all conceded to liijpGL th^ first places 
But no sooner was the natiph deprived of this 
great statesman by death, than a most contemp* 
tible and interested struggle topk place for the 
nofninatioB of his successor. The ^an^d^t^s 
set pp by their respective friends were the mar- 
quis of Lansdowne (lord 3helt)urne) i^qd the 
dfik^ of Portland, who was supported by Mr. 
Charles Fo^^ and recommended iq the Sove* 
ri^ign \^y itif m^oritj^ of the cabinet. But his 
Mf^^ty.was pleased tp select lord iShelbume^ 
upai; wh^ch Mr. Fq^ resigned the seals as secre- 
jtify for the Northern department t^ lord Jphn 
C9.vendish his oflice as Chancellor of the Ex* 
cheqper, anfj the duke of Portland his ^o- 
vernoient of {reWdi wherein he was succeeded 
by the earl Temple, eldest son of the late 
George GremdUe. 

6a the 5th.of April, 1783, the duke of Port^ 
land was appointed I^rst Lord of the Treasury, 
and resigned on the 17th of December follow- 

♦ July, 1, 178?. . t September, 1^,179^^ . 
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itig t trreanwhile the cabinet had been sb cfivided 
by thfe l6!rds North, -Carlisle, and Stortnont 
being placred in opposition to lord Keppei, lotd 
John Cavendish and Mr. Fbx on all grtat ton- 
stitutiotial 'questions, that hothing could be ef^ 
fected either hononrable to themselves or iid- 
vaiitageous to the country. Hie public con- 
fidence was lost, in consequence of that strange 
coalition of Whigs and Tories, of men 'v^ho had 
vilified and reproached each other for years. 

On the 18th of November, l7SS,, Mr. Pox 
xnov^d for leave to bring in the famous Easit 
India Bill, which, after passing the Commons, 
tvas rejected in the House of Lords, 'the duke 
of Portland, ^o now as ftrst Lord of the 
Treasury, had concerted the measure, had for- 
merly, in 177s, protested in company with the 
Rockingham party against a bill of a somewhat 
similar tendehdy. This event brought Mr. Pitt 
&n the stage as a principal actor. Lord Temple 
was employed to dismiss the present adnqfinistra- 
tlon, and the House of Commons was dissolved 
on the 25th of March, 1784. 

!But the candour and veracity of the Dvke 
remained wnimpeached, and the Itfng, "by d 
Itaessage to his Grace, desired him to arrange 
Ifrith Mr. Pitt a new plan of administration oa 
fidr and equal terms. The Duke, as a prelimi- 
nary, requested before the interview to be in- 
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jbriqed in what siense he was to understand these 
words : but Mr. Pitt declining any previous ex* 
planation^ the negotiation terminated. On this 
occasion his Grace is asserted to have said that 
he would never sit in the same cabinet with this 
youthful statesman. Mr. Fox had formerly ex- 
pressed the same determination respecting Lord 
North. 

Disappointed and deceived^ the duke pf 
Portland now. attempted to regain his tarnished 
popuUiity, and strove to restore his friends after 
a six years' political martyrdom to their seats in 
thg House of Commons. Mr. Pitt endeavoured 
to render them odious to their constituents* 
But not to dwell on the latter part of the duke 
of Portland's life, which is less important for 
our purpose, I shall briefly state that upon the 
illness of his Majesty, in 1788, the Prince of 
Wales manifested a preference for the politics of 
Mr. Fqx, and it was expected that a new admi« 
nistration would be formed, with the Duke at 
its head. A committee of twenty-one pprsons 
in each house was appointed to examine and 
report the sentiments of the royal physicians, 
and his Gtace was one of the lords chosen on 
that occasion, ^.nd also summoned as a privy 
councillor to hear and consider tha.t report when 
delivered. 

It has been said, that during a debate in the 
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House of Commons, when one of* his G]:ace's 
near relatives sent a note to Burlington Hous<^ 
for instructions, iii consequence of the sudden 
lio^tility of Fox and Burke, which Was first pub- 
licly declared that evening, the reply was, 
" Follow Fox j" nevertheless the Duke, on the 
5th of August, 1792, succeeded the earl of 
Guildford, as Chancellor of the University of 
Oxford, without so much as a struggle, although 
t^e influence of the minister was supposed to 
Jbe very great among the members of that body. 
In the course of a short time what was only sus- 
picion became certainty, for lord Loughborough 
having accepted the seals in 179S, the Duke, 
in July, 1794, was gazetted as third Secretary 
of State ; an office, which he himself had, four- 
teen years before, strenuously laboured to abo- 
lish, as superfluous in itself, and affording means 
of corrupt influence*. 

From this time the conduct of his Grace must 
in some measure be confounded with that of his 



* Bdsbam.'^JuniQs also disapproved of this office: 
the 12th Misc. Letter, 16th of February, 1768.— '* I shaU 
take] another opportunity to enquire into the legality of the 
appbintihent of a third Secretary of Staterat present let me be 
peitohted to rouse the attention of the public to a later, wd a 
4iill mpre fiagrtml itretck qf prerogatitc. A pi^tiliitioa or 
corruption of old offices may be as fatal to the <:oDstituftQlQ as 
ihe illegal creation of new ones,'* 
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old enemy, Mr. Pitt ; and no sooner was^ this po- 
litical alliance made known dian he lost aH his 
popularity. 

Notwithstanding this his influence was become 
BO extensive as to occasion a muljdtude of appli*^ 
cations for preferment, and not a fe^ of a very 
suspicious, unusual, and equivocal kind. Under 
his name,but without his authority or knowledge, 
a midtitude of places were publicly and impu- 
dently oflfered ibr sale ; but the parties were a^ 
terwards prosecuted and punished. As Ms 
Grace's finances wete supposed to be rather de-* 
ranged, h% himself was frequently pestered wiA 
applications of all sorts for patronage civil and 
ecclesiastical; and corrupt oflfers were (made in %' 
most barefaced and disgustinqg manner to obt^uh 
his protection. On these occasions he displayed 
great and perhaps blameable moderation. 

^The Marylebone estate, which his Grace in- 
herited from the Newcastle and O^ord families^ 
was held under a lease from the Crown ; which 
lease falling in at the time that the Duke formed 
his political alliance with the then minister, Mr. 
Pitt, occasioned some insinuations to his prejij<- 
fdjce, and candied p^^rhaps the remark of loid 
Lansdown in the House of Lords, — <' that it wif 
to be hoped the lease of the Marylebone estate 
had not been renewed." This innuendo might 
have originated in ancient riValship between the 
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Duke ftnd the Marquis. However, the lease mts 
renewed^ and his Grace received also a blue rib- 
band. 

In 1801, his Grace finding his health decline, 
rengned the office of Secretary of State, and 
acted as President of the Council until 1805. 
On the formation of the Fox and Grenville ad- 
ministration, his Grace thought fit to withdraw, 
as he had not for some time been on terms of 
intimacy with Mr. Fox ; but after that gentle* 
man's death he again, in 1807, took the oflSce 
of First Lord of the Treasury, but being unable 
to attend, tiie business was conducted by Mr. 
Perceval in one house and lord Liverpool in the 
other. He retired altogether in 1809, and diied 
in a few weeks after, in the seventy-second year 
of his age. 

As a private man, the early part of this noble- 
man's life was peculiarly amiable. During that 
period he supported his rank with a very mode- 
rate fortune* He had never spoken in the 
Lower House, and on the great question of the 
JRegena/, in 1788, thotsgh intimately connected 
with the result^ he does not appear to have spoken 
once. On Mr. Hastings's trial, though poli- 
tically united with Mr. Burke, he did not vote 
on any of the charges. " Although never con- 
sidered an orator, yet what he said was listened 
to as tiie suggestions of an honest man, spring, 
ing directly froni the heart. He was but little 
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ad^ed to biMBesi^; yet it la wall KKOwtr 

THAT ifO GSNTL^ItfAN IN THE KlfiTGBOM COUIi.£^ 

WRITE A BETTER LETTER." After his coalitioawtth 
Mr. Pitty bifi^ equammity at times forsook faskn, 
and he ordered a distinguished commoner to' 1w 
excluded from iospecting any of his Msgesty's 
jadk, oa qx^couBt of the denunciation of certait}. 
supposed abuses. 

As ih0^ visible head of the opppsitio& for a Imtg 
sieries of years, frequent calls were doubtless 
made oa hiB purse. The contest with sir James. 
Lowther was to him an enormous expense.^ 
These^. with ot^er claims on his generosity, kept 
bim poor. 

LETTER XXIV. 

MY LORD, 1 6 February, 1 &1 6. 

I THINK your Lordship will admit, after the 
petu^al of the brief account wliich, I hai^e given^ 
you of the duke of Portland's public character, 
ijaat his friends, in conceding to him the first of- 
fices, of the st^> implied a su£if:ient seim^ oi 
his talents at least for our puipose r therefore I 
shall, dwell dq longer oa a sutject that requires,, 
iji. my opiqiQn, no a^ditionat cosifirm$^o<i«, As^ 
a st^tesnian) we.iW^tki^^ardh^pc^litical change. 
as ii(p s^Qul^ those, qf^iuost^^ll otiE^i^^sttttesipcp* 
These changfsa are ifo^ maten^ to^^ our inqui^ :; 
ijt is eooug^ to h^ve sb«w]^.ti»at tbe puldie.aodi 
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private history of the duke 6( Portland ^^ft** fti 
ao on« particular at variants with thife prificf|*)lAg 
profei^ed by Junius. Oti' the cohti^^i^,- ^6re ii 
scarce a question, even down to Juiito'si^epfdBa'- 
ting. the oiftre of third Secretary of Sfet^, wMth 
was not supported or opposed equally anJ as 
sti^niiK^udy though by di£feretat itteato^ by both 
diiracters; Junius was the mrifef of ike peopte^ 
liwB Dtike laboured to earn arid deserve pbptiiAHtff. 
The first associated his great cauSe, thie' fiuthber- 
haad business, with th^ int&tesfs and liberties of 
Ike people: he endeacom^ed to make it theirs. 
The Duke throughout the whole afiair held' hii^ 
peace. No selfish thought obtruded itself ort 
the nation ^ he left his cause tO' his fii^ndis and 
the public— Junius carried his p6int, and/ the 
Duke ejected sir James Lowther: his 6race i^e- 
sumed' possesion of his estaate,» and- Juhiiis wrote' 
no niore *. 
May we not here apply an eipifessJoA of his^ 

♦ The decision in tfaV Dukfe'slfavour was given on the 9^ of 
Nbt^n^f; IWr,— Ih^ Duke plalnilfl; thc^ Crotrn defendant. 
l^rJ.'LdvKl^r appealed from the deci»l(rti. The causri wJis* 
again tried at the Summer Assizes fbr GaHisle, 177&,— sir 
James plaintiff, and the Duke defendant: verdict for the Duke 
A riicrtion was made fbr a new trial, and the Barons of the 
£xl:li<$qiier g&te thVif* opinion in favour of the Duke, on the' 
11A; of FcbrwrK K77;-^Hetc thie btisfe^s enaW/— I%m 
after the firtf decisiwi five y«af8-ektp9<Bd before the diiiiit' of 
Portland encountered the new trial, and indeed after the 6rst 
decislob, be seems to have carried all before him. 

m2 
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awn to sir W. Drapa:. " The plain evidence 
of &cts is superior to all declarations. Before 
you were appointed^ &c. &c. — ^your complaints^ 
were a distrf|s to government } — from that mo- 
ment you were silent. The conclusion is inevit^ 
able.'* 

I can no where discover any proofs of the 
Duke's oratorical powers j but as a ktter-writer 
his biographer has observed that no gentleman in 
, England could surpass him. I think few per- 
sons have had greater practice or more expe- 
rience in that style of composition, or have 
brought it to greater perfection than our au- 
thor. 

Junius first thought to desist from using this 
signature on the 21st July, 1769. He had then 
published Jifiy-seoen mscellaneous Letters^ and 
nineteen under the signature which he now 
thought too good for " a set of brutes whose 
writings were too dull to furnish him even with 
thematerialsof contention:'' buthe meant to have 
ceased writing altogether on the 8th November, 
1771, as appears from his private Letter to 
Wood&U of that date, a fortnight before the de- 
cision of the cause in Westminster Hall. And> 
supposing him really to have entertained that in- 
tention, it is ^orth while to repiember here that 
at this date he had brought forward his charge 
respecting the Cumberland estate seventeen 
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times directly ; that is to say, he had so often 
specified the whole, or parts, or facts applying 
to it. Besides which he had indirectly alluded 
to it, mentioned it as if by accident, or refreshed 
the minds of his readers with some Expression 
that originated in, and belonged to it, in no less 
than twenty-five other Letters: nevertheless, 
when the decision had been given in favour of 
the Duke, on the 22d, Junius, determined to 
have a final blow at his enemy the duke of 
Graflon, affects to say that David Garrick had 
literally forced him to break liis resolution of 
writing no more ! David Garrick ! who had told 
Mr. Ramus, who had told the King, that Junius 
would not write again, thus forced Junius to 
break his resolution, and what was the conse- 
quence ?-— He published the sixty*seventh Lettei", 
of the 28th of November, which I have already 
denominated the triumphant Letter; a produc- 
tion written solely on occasion of the Duke's 
success; wherein he calls the conduct of the 
Treasury a signal instance of t3rranny and trea- 
chery, sir J. Lowther an infamous informer, 
and either the Baronet or the duke of Grafton 
an impudent robber dragged to the public gib- 
bet These rancorous epithets then, we are re- 
quested to believe^ emanated from a cause of 
the first importance : David Garrick produced 
all tUsy rousing the slumbering vengeance of 
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the mighty patriot by his intimation to Mr. 
Ramus^ and &r this his %'y I^Hjirsts forth again : 

Tig^ris ut aspera 
^astulusve Leo 

Might it not have been politic to prepare both 
the printer and the public for a suspension or 
conclusion of Junius's writings, before the event 
of liie trial transpired? Had the verdict been 
given against fiie Duke, his cause was too well 
known, having been so often before the public, 
that Junius could scarcely have attempted any 
tiling ferther in support or defonce of it. Cal- 
culating perhaps on the decision which did take 
place, was it not also politic to desist before- 
hand ? It was necessary to deceive hoih printer 
and public; and, to my mind, 

i* Astfite ingcnuum tniif^ iiwtaia l^onmi/- 

4t Ipast ^th respejpt to Garrick. 

You may ask, why ,funins ih^foun^ a pretext 
for writing again. 

I cm oBly account fpr it, fey cqnclij^ing that 
he was the dpke of Porthwaiit Who cagi siipport 
success? and wkere ia that 4iseply-ii]p(;(i:ed ^so^ 
to which revenge is tastekis^ ? 
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LETTER XXV; 

MY LORD, 18 February, 1816. 

We have seen, long since, that our 
hero^ Junius, makes no scruple of attributing 
whatever is written in defence of his opponents, 
to those opponents themselves, who are on a par 
with him in that respect, and tax him in turn for 
supporting himself: how justly we must both 
well know, thanks to Mr. Woodfall for the pub- 
lication of the Miscellaneous and Private Letters. 
I ^ould wonder that a suspicion had not origi. 
nated from his defence of the Cumberland cause, 
if it were not, that in fighting it through his 
Midcellaneous Letters, he employed seventeeii 
different signatures, besides occasionally writing 
without any ; and that, when selecting the Let- 
ters for republication. Tie avoided iahing notice 
ofcmy of those abo^e-menHoned^ though he altered 
the signatures of one or two on other subjects, 
and gave them again to the World with the name 
of Philo-Junius. Even the Letters relative to 
the transaction between Miss Bradshaw and 
Mrs. Allenby, thou^ written in June and July 
1770, that is eighteen months afler he had 
adopted the general signature of Junius, and in 
which he expresses such knowledge of tiie 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 168 ) 

Duke's affairs, were printed in the Public Ad- 
vertiser with no other signature than that of Q. 
in the Comer, and were omitted in the republi- 
cation altogether. 

But with regard to his opponents : first, l6rd 
Hillsborough is identified by Junius with Cleo- 
phas. " In your Letter, signed Cleoph^,*' says 
our author, ^^ you are pleased to assume the 
character of a person half informed. We under- 
stand the use of this expedient* You avail your- 
self of every thing that can be said by a third 
person^ without being obliged to abide by the apo- 
logy. My Lord, this is a paltry art, ifnworthy 
of your station. You can repeat every article 
of your own Letter to sir Jeffery Amherst, &c.'' 
Cleophas denies the charge ; and Junius replies, 
that " it is indifferent to the public, whether 
the Letters signed Cleophas jare written by his 
Lordship, or tmder his immediate direction.'' 

Secondly, Judge Blackstone is considered 
by Junius as the author of a certain pam- 
phlet, in which his late condaot is defended, 
" The personal interest^'' says he, " the per^ 
sonal resentments^ and, above all, that wounded 
spirit, unaccustomed to reproach, and, I hope, 
not frequently conscious of deserving it, are 
signals which betray the author tons as plainly as, 
if your name were in the title-page . • • * . You ap^ 
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peal to the public in defence of your reputation^ 
We hold ity Sir^ that an injury offered to an indi- 
vidual is interesting to society^ Sfc/' It was at 
last admitted by the friends of Judge Blackstone, 
that he had written the pamphlet. 

Thirdly, when lord Barrington is attacked by 
Junius, a writer defends him under the signature 
of Novalis. " You very justly/* says our author 
immediately, *' thought it unnecessary to sign 
your name to this last elegant performance. 
Novalis answers as weU as Barrington. We know 
you by your style.'* 

In spite of our author's extensive information, 
I know not what reason he had to suspect these 
three persons of writing in their own causes, ex- 
cept from the internal evidence the causea^ con- 
tained to that effect. 

. Junius hesitates not a moment to insinuate who 
the writers were; and yet Junius has written 
near fifty times in support of the duke of Port- 
land, and made his cause the theme and ground- 
work of all his Letters, without fearing a isimilar 
insinuation ! I shall infer (with Junius m the 
case of the duke of Bedford,). « that the conduct 
of this writer is an internal and convincing evi- 
dence against himself.*' 

Junius is occasionally so inconsistent in his 
assertions and promises, that we can t^ke fione 
of them for truths except they will stand the test 
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of inquiiy. In his third private Letter he de- 
sixes Woodfall to tell him candidly, whether he 
knows or suspects him ; and, in the sixth, he 
says, *' Whether you have guessed well or ill, 
must be left to our future acquaintance/* In 
his tenth, he says, that it is not in the nature of 
things that the Cavendishes ((hough there he no^ 
end of the family) that Mr. WoodfalJ, or any 
body else, should ever know.him, unless he made 
himself known j and yet, in the eighth, he had 
said, ^^ The truth is, there are people about me 
whom I would wish not to contradict, and who 
had rather see Junius in the papers, ever so im- 
properly,, than not at all. In the- seventeenth 
he doubts nkuch whether he shall ever have the 
pleasure of knowing Mr, Woodfall : ami in No* 
41 he promises that Mr. Woodfall shall know 
him at a proper time, if he will act honourably 
bf him : and, afier ail, in his Dedication to tiie 
£ngltsh people, he tells them he is the sole de- 
positary of his secret, and it shall perish with 
him. On one occadon, he says, the greater 
part <^ his property has been invested in the 
funds (yet the landed interest is deir to him) ; 
on a second he is a soldier* ; on a third he is 
not a soldiert. He defends the citizens on the 
;oth of March, 1770; and opposes alderman 

* Utter to lord Bwrington. f MS. Letter, kuv. 
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N^h, Its "a stranger/' He writes to ike 
people, find confesses thrice a contempt far pa* 
triotSf He says, in a miscellaneous Letter, that 
he kmms nothing i^f Junius ; and denies any ac«- 
quaantance evi^i widi Mr. Grenville. Many of 
these are, doubtless, voluntary contradictions; 
pthars accidental ; his motives for concealment 
induced him to urge any j^etence that was at 
hand) but the knowledge of his own con- 
trivances has been the cause of his suspecting 
the source of his opponents' defence. 



LETTER XXVI. 

20Fir**l8l€. 

IJavikq shewn, I think satisfactorily, 
that the Fortl^^nd cause was the paramount ob* 
j^t pf Jvniu4'$ X^tterS) wA diat the person who 
wrote them jfmK have had an intimate know-* 
ledge K£hi% Qrace*s afl&irs, I tUnJc the collateral 
t^stijoopuy, discernible m aU those Letters, indi- 
cates that Jiwiusi was the Duke himself. Who 
can perm^ th^s^ brilliant lucubrations without 
perceiving, in ahwost ev«ry page, the haughty 
qpAritoftli«.ari3t«c^? Ili« popular Junius still 
'i& DP r«p«hlii;aa} a^d j^ugh he aBEeciis^wtth 
the Ameri^ansi) to j^^ise ^ absurd pageantry 
of a King, ani tbft (Hipiwciiimn fagrpocrisy of a 



"Digitized by CjOOQIC 



y 



( m. ) 

Bishop/' yet his wrath is awakened by the inde- 
cent conduct of Mr. Wilkes, and the infatuation 
of a mob insulting the Monarch, and trampling 
on the laws and customs that ^ard the rights of 
* wealth and rank. Junius is never more in earnest 
than in writing on such an occasion. When 
Wilkes, after his outlawry, returned to England, 
and offered himself as candidate, first for the 
metropolis, and then for the county, our writer 
observes, that " he is disappointed in the first 
attempt, notwithstanding all the efforts and vio^ 
knee of the rabble; but he has still the confidence 
to offer himself to the freeholders of Middlesex, 
as a proper person to represent a CQunij/^ in tvhich 
he has not a single foot of land. The. circum- 
stances which attended the facts of Mr. Wilkes's 
case are no less atrocious. We saw the other 
candidates, gentlemen of .far^ej^/wn^, and of 
the most respectable characters, dragged from 
their carriages, and hardly escaping with life 
out of the hands of Mr. Wilkes's friends and 
companions. I need not enlarge on this detest- 
able scene ; there is hardly a family in London 
or Westminster, which has not reason to remem- 
ber the day of Mr. Wilkes*s election. The me- 
tropolis of the kingdom, the seat of justice, and 
the residence of the Sovereign, and of the royal 
family, was lefl, for two nights together, at the 
mercy of a Uce^^us and drunken rabble. Who 
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cswi hear, without grief and resentment, that 
even in some of the royal palaces, to avoid worse 
consequences, illuminations were made, to cele* 
brate the success of a — * , who, after heap- 
ing every possible insult on the person of hi& 
Sovereign, returns in triumph to brave and out- 
rage him again, even in the place of <his imme- 
diate residence. I am persuaded there is not a 
man of property j sense, or honour, in ^this coun- 
try, who is not ready, heart and hand, to support 
• the Constitution, and to defend the Sovereign." 
An annual parliament, which, to a democrat 
with no other possession than talents and am- 
bition, would doubtless have been the most ac- 
ceptable form of government, is nevertheless no 
^ay agreeable to the man of rank and import- 
ance. Junius is convinced that the English na- 
tion ought to insist on a triennial, and banish 
the idea of an annual parliament. He will not 
consent to abolish impressment ; and as to cutting 
away the rotten boroughs, " I am as much of- 
fended (says he) as any man at seeing so many 
of them under the direct influence of the Crown, 
or at the disposal of private persons, yet I own 
I have both doubts and apprehensions in regard 
to the remedy you propose. I shall be charged 
perhaps with an unusual want of political intre- 
pidity, when I honestly confess to you, that I am 
startled at the idea of so extensive an amputa- 
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tioii« When you propose to cut away the rotten 
parts, can you tell us what parts are perfectly 
sottnd V Any man who looked forward to poww 
would be unwilling: to strip of its ^nions that 
prerogative on which he hoped to soar ; and he 
will not encourage Mr* Wilkes in any insults to^ 
wards tbeiSovere^gn,.nor allow him as Sheriff ta 
send a message to the Lord Mayor (more spirited 
than judicious), requesting leave to prefer the 
administration, of justice at the Old Bailey^ to^ 
the vain parade on the anniversary of his Ma- 
jesty's accession.*' Junius calls it a direct Out- 
rage ; says it will give the courtiers an advan* 
taga, offend' the Whigs, and be condemned by 
all parties. 

But the Aristocratical dispositiour c^ our autfacMr 
evinces itself more directly in his fifty-ninth Let-^ 
ter, when he says, " he can more readily admire 
the liberal ^irit and integrity, than the sbUnd 
judgment of any man who prefers a republicim 
form of government in this, or any other empire 
of equal extent, to a monarchy so (ptatified and 
limited as ours. ^ He is convinced it is neither 
the wisest in theory,.nor practicable in thiis coun^ 
' try ; and hopes the English constituti^m will ftr? 
ever preserve-its^ monarchical ft)rm%- He thiftfcs^ 
the preseirt habit, of the politicaL body the v^^ 
reverse of what it ought to be, that Ikejbm^ 
oftiia Constitution^ kans- rathen^ miope tkan^ enat^ 
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ia l*e paptAar hramky wMle^ in^t, the mamen 
Gfthep^S0fie^ ^ those at least ti^Ao a/re Ukely to take 
a had m theicatinbyy^ incline too general^ to a de- 
pendance on #//e Croiwn. That the real friends of 
arbitrary power combine the facts, and are not 
inconsistent with their princijdes, when they 
strenuously support the unwarrantable privileges 
assumed by the House of Commons** The Sove- 
reign has too much influence, and the Commons 
assume too many privileges. Where would Ju- 
nius vest the power of the state ? In the Lords? 
Notwithstanding what Junius, under the sig- 
na4!ure of C had formerly said of Mr. Wilkes, in- 
his private correspondence with that gendeman, 
be tells him, that '* whatever imaginary views 
may be ascribed to the author, it must always 
make part 6f Junius^s plan to support Mr. Wilkes 
while he makes common, canise with the people. 
I would engage your favourable attention to 
wbat I am going to say to you, and I intreat you 
not to be too hasty in coneludtng from the. ap« 
parent tendenc}! of this letter to any possible^ in^ 
UreHor. cmmemonqfiTmf. oawJ». It is a very com-^ 
VQiOn mistake iajndgmenty a«d(avery da^ngerom 
one in cwdu^lTi firsfe to look for nothing^^ in the 
acgument proposed' t0$ui^ but the motive of the* 
iQi^n whO: uMSiitj. an&than to measure the trutb 

* Wbc9i0e^ i»>. tk i» p9rt^(U|AL«»^el|* to.aQfveair disioltr^sted H 
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of his argument by the motive we ha^e assigiled 
to him. With regard to me, sir^ any refinement 
in this way would assuredly mislead yod ; and' 
though I do not disclaim the idea of some personal 
views to future honour and adi^antage^ (you would 
not believe me if I didyj yet can I truly qffirniy that 
neither are they little in themselves^ nor can they 
by any possible conjecture be collected Jrom my 
wriHngs.** 

Here Junius has a mind to confuse Mf. 
Wilkes, as he has always endeavoured to puzzle 
eveiy one else on the subject of his own identity, 
but still he isconsistent in his pursuit of power ; 
and though he makes a business of supporting 
Mr. Wilkes and the popular cause,, it is evident 
his object is to serve himself, though by their 
means. 

The spirit of the great man is visible through 
all his writings, no less than in the instance al- 
ready adduced respecting Mr. Wilkes and the 
mob. Your Lordship will recollect how con- 
temptuously he speaks of the Scotch on all occa- 
sions; and with what arrogance he confounds 
them all, as. a set of people incapable o( aihcerity 
or any good quality whatever. No one, but a 
man of rank, accustomed to the reverence of in- 
feriors, would have employed the expressions of 
asperity and disdain with which Junius is civer 
attended. « Who (he says) is lord North ? The 
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son of a poor unknown Earl, who four years ago 
was a needy commissioner of the treasury foif 
the benefit of a subsistence, and would have 
accepted a commission of hackney coaches upoii 
the same terms*" Lord Chatham is honoured 
with half a dozen base or ridiculous appellations: 
one among them is, a miserable, decrepid, worn 
out old man j and when lord Bute is associated 
with him, " May that union (says Junius), ho- 
nourable as it is, subsist for ever ! May they con- 
tinue to smell at one thistle, and Hot be separated 
even in death/* Lord Boutetort is " one of 
your cringing, bowing, fawning, sword-bearing 
brother courtiers j'* and lord Rochfort is ««a 
mute in the house of lords, and destitute of for* 
ttmcj interest^ and connexions.^^ 

It is unnecessary to repeat his scornfal allu- 
sions to all the ndblemen whose politics dis- 
pleased him : the expressions must be fresh in 
your memory j nor shall I dwell on the haughty 
violence with which he repels the attacks of 
those beneath him : a few quotations will suffice* 
In Private letter. No. 12, speaking of some 
one who had written with a view to entrap him, 
as he thinks,'" I should like (he says) to know 
what the fool means/* " Modestus (in Misce!.* 
Letter 154) is not the first blockhead who has 
plumed himself upon an imaginary triumph over 
Junius." Of lord Mani^eld he says, " We*ave 
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got the rascal down — ^let us strwgle him/^-^ 
<< Sca^vola is a blockhead and a &>ol, the wretch- 
edest of all foob, and a dirty knave \^* ^^ Swin- 
ney^ a wretched and dangerous foolj" <^ Gar- 
rick, a rascal, and a vagabond j" " the Old Cor- 
respondent, a pert youth, who makes free with 
Junius." I think his letter to the Actor is per- 
haps the strongest specimen (^ Aristocratical 
indignatiQp. " I am very exactly informed (he 
says) of your impertinent inquiries and of the 
information you so busily sent to Richmond, and 
with what triumph and exultation it was re« 
ceived : I knew every particular of it next day. 
Now mark me^ vagabond — ^keep to your panto- 
mimes, or be assured you shall hear of it ! med^ 
die no more, thou busy informer ! It is in my 
power to make you curse the hour in which you 
dared to interfere with Junius." 

The Lord Mayor "is an abandoned prosti- 
tuted ideot." How does he ridicule Mr, Cha- 
mier, whom he styles " the little broker fix>m 
Jonathan's." Mr. Home is not treated even as 
a gentleman, though as a writer he is certainly 
Junius^s equal. The duke of Grafton's ancestor 
is called " one of king Charles's bastards." This 
Jast nobleman £ills under the high displeasure 
of Junius for appearing at the Opera with miss 
Parsons. The moral and admirable principles 
of the duke of PcHiland, then but lately married 
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to a young lady of the first rank and eharacter^ 
would certainly have led him to construe such 
an action into a gross insult on the virtuous feet- 
ings of the community j and no one, I thinks 
could have witnessed such an exhibition with 
greater indignation than the duke of Portland, 
particularly as his Grace of Grafton was then 
conspicuous both in rank and power* 



LETTER XXVII. 

24 Feb. iBie. 

With respect to the age of Junius, I 
see Mr. Woodfall has fancied him to be fifty, 
and chiefly because he once says, that " after a 
long experience of the World, he never knew a 
rogue that was not unhappy/* Now, after the 
various contradictions of which we have but 
lately proved him guilty, I do not conceive that 
any particular stress should be laid on this ex- 
pression, so as to authorize Mr. WoodfaU's con- 
clusion, against other more important evidence 
arising out of his works. Many a person at 
thirty-five years of age thinks he has had a long 
experience, and has seen a great deal of man- 
kind. Nor can I imagine that Junius, except in 
one instance, possessed the caution which be- 
longs to grey hairs. The exception to which I 
aUtlde is,the circumstance of bis having avoided 
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detection { for which I am^ however, indluiedla 
think he was indebted chiefly to the honouraUe 
conduct of Mr* WoodialL 

At the time Junius talked of long experience 
of the world, his Grace of Portland was thirty- 
three years old : an age I own I should have 
supposed best calculated for the ardour, the en* 
terprise and the perseverance of such a writer as 
our author. 

I would not argue much from his Letter to 
Junia, replete with indelicate allusions, of which 
I have expressed an opinion already, though I 
still feel unwilling to reckon it among the pro- 
ductions of a moral writer approaching the win* 
ter of life ; but read his Letter signed Correggio, 
examine the graad council upon the affidrs of 
Ireland, his Letters to lord Barrington, the scenes 
between Waddlewell and the LACutenant-^ene* 
ral, the King and lord Barrington, lord Barring* 
ton and Waddlewell. Is this levity characteristic 
pf age ? does the fire of his vengeance, when 
kindled by the mention of the Cumberland grant, 
of the Nvllum Tempus bill» of lord Chatha^i'a 
dereliction^ of lord Mansfield's doctrines, of the, 
duke of Grafton's very n^ne, emanate firom aa 
head silvered over by age» or from an heart 
cooled by the frosts of fifty winters ? Oh i^oi I 
remember no one thought or expression thro^gfa-^ 
ou^ all his writings, that is not xa^her. the pro* 
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perty of a man in the vigour of life, in tiiie ma- 
turity of youth^ if I may be allowed such a 
phrase, rising into a knowledge of his mental 
talents, and feeling confidence enough to exert 
them from no unjust self-approbation *. 

The motives for Junius's writing on so many 
other subjects than that which we haye called his 
own, may be explained by a reference to some 
of his Letters to Wilkes. These are the passages 
to which I allude. " I affirm, without a doubt, 
that poUHcal prudence^ th« benefit qf the cause^ 
gowpubUe reputaiioTL, and personal interest, do 
all equally demand this conduct of you. I do 
not deny that a stroke like this is above the level of 
vulgar policy J or that if you "were a much less 
considerable man than you are, it woidd not suit 
you. But you will recollect, Sir^ that the ptddic 
opinion of you rises every day ; and that you 
must enlarge your plan as you proceed j since you 
have eoery day n nexv acquisition of credit to 
maintain. 

" To make our passions subservient to you, 
you must command your own. The man who for 
any personal iq^dulgence whatsoever, can sacri- 
fice a great purpose to a. little one, is not ^ali- 
6ed for the management of great a&irs.'^ In 

* The Writer of No. 65, in the Misc. Letters, calk Junius a 
young gentleman, with that fire and spirit which accompanies 
green years. 
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teaching Mr. Wilkes the management of his 
passions, to carry political points, Junius ac- 
counts at once for his whole course of writing, 
and almost confesses that lie had used the pas- 
sions of the multitude, to carry a point of his 
own. Mark what he sayi^ in the same Letter to 
Mr. WilkeSj^ on the subject of Mr. Sawbridge 
being the Lord Mayor. " His disposition^ as you 
^aoellknoWy is not fitted for that active manage^ 
M£NT and INTRIGUE, "(xMch acquire an active popu* 
larUy and direct the people hy their passions. 

** Common men are influenced by common 
motives^ but you. Sir, vfho pretend to lead the 
peopky must act on higher motives." And af- 
terwards : " A man who honestly engages in a 
public cause, must prepare himself for events 
which will at once demand his utmost patience, 
and rouse his warmest indignation. I feel my- 
self at this moment in the very situation I de- 
scribe*.^* This is too plain to require any com- 
ment ; however, it may be worth while to re- 
mark, that at this time he had just finished his 
correspondence with Home j and tliat a few 
days afterwards he wrote the fifty-seventh Letter 
to the duke of Grafton, about the Whittlebury 
oaks, the duke of Portland, and nullum tempus. 

The ninety-tbird and ninety-fourth Letters of 

• Junius and Wilkes, Letter lxvi. — 7 September, 1771, 
7 
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the miscellaneous collectaon, are adjlressed to 
the Lord Mayor Crosby, and Messrs. Oliver and 
Wilkes, justifying and approving their conduct^ 
in having resisted the dictatorial power assumed 
by the House of Commons. The first and second 
were in the Tower at the time, where they were 
visited by the dukes of Manchester and Port- 
land. 

The antipathy of Junius to the duke of Graf- 
ton, is accounted for by his identity with the 
last of these two noblemen j but, having record- 
ed some passages in his writings, asserting, that 
the dukes of Grafton and Portland had once been 
friends, I shall give you a little collateral testi- 
mony on the subject. • 

On the 15th of March, 176S, there appeared, 
prefixed to a new tragedy cdled the Fall of 
Mortimer, a letter, supposed to be written by 
Mr. Wilkes, being a dedication of the tragedy to 
lord Bute, and replete with invective against 
him. I will give you one extract from this 
letter, leaving it to your Lordship to form your 
own opinion of the writer; it tends merely to 
show that there existed a political intimacy be- 
tween the two Dukes at the time. The writer 
addresses himself to lord Bute. ** You hold the 
first office of this kingdom, and enjoy, ahnost 
exclusively, the smiles of your Sovereign. Th^ 
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(Mr. Pitt, and lord Temiriie and others,) have 
only the empty applause of their countiy* 

*« This too they share with others — a duke of 
Newcastle and Devonshire, a marquis of Rock- 
ingham, an earl of Hardwicke, and the two spi- 
rited young nobles, who stand so high in fame 
and virtue, whom England glories that she can 
call her own, the dukes of Grafton and Portland. 
These illustrious characters will everi)e respected 
by your Lordship for their ardent love of our So- 
vereign and of liberty, as well as honoured by 
this nation as the declared, determined, and 
combined enemies qfdespoticy insolent^ contemptible 
fceoouritism'^ 

On the 8th day of March, among the dissen- 
tient lords on the Cyder Bill we have seen toge- 
ther the names of " Grafton and Portland.** 

On the 29th of November, 1763, a prpt^t, 
signed by seventeen lords against the decision in 
that House, to agree with the Commons that the 
privilege of Parliament did not ext^d to libets, 
contains the names of Temple, Bolton, Devon* 
shire, and others, linked with those of Gra^n 
and Portland. 

The list of the members of the Club m Albe- 
marle-street, in 1764, commences with ^^ thg 
dukes of Devonshire, Newca^tle^ BoltQn> Grqf 
ton^ and Portland.'' 
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In the RockiDgham administration t^e duke 
of Graftcm and general Conway were Under 
Secretaries of State, the duke of Portland was 
made Lord Chs^wbl^hin. 

The duke of Grafton deserted his party and 
friends, and Junius eternally reproaches his 
Grace with having abandoned and persecuted 
the duke of Portland* 



LETTER XXVIir. 

2S Feb. 1816. 

Two very prominent features in Jumus 
are his hatred to the Scotch, and his refusing to 
derive any pecuniary .advantage from his writ- 
ings^ The duke of Portland, as the descendant 
of the first Bentinck, probably inherited a dislike 
.to the leading men of that nation whose mozuurdi 
was expelled by the assistance of his own sove* 
leign and master, William III.* Junius perpc* 
tuially reminds us of the Whigs who brought 
about the gl(»:ious Revolution. Misc. Letter 
thirty-seven contains several forcible allusions to 
it In facty though the Scotch under their lead- 
er, lord Bute, jrallied round the thtone of Bri- 
tain when fiUed by a descendant of the house of 
Brunswick, it« does not appear that the Whigs of 
the house of Nassau ever shewed a disposition to 
encourage or eve^ to tpt^ them. But the in^ 
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vasion of the duke of Portland's property by the 
intrigues of the Scotch favourite, and the transfer 
of it to the husband of that favourite's daughter, 
are argument enough to account for a partial 
antipathy to that nation ; for we all know how 
naturally mankind, confounding public with pri- 
vate^ draw general conclusions from particular 
examples: besides, (as Junius observed,) the 
Scotch engrossed the power of the Crown, and 
liiere was no room at St. James's but for Tories 
and Jacobites. 

There were two Scotchmen in the triumvirate 
that heard counsel on the Duke's caveat Lord 
Mansfield (a Scotchman) as Lord Chief Justice, 
one of the King^s servants^ ought, according to 
Junius and to the case, ^^ to have debated so- 
lemnly on the Duke's title," and to have quashed 
with his decision the grant to sir James Lowther; 
and Wedderbume, a Scotchman, was counsel 
for the Crown at the trial in Westminster HalL 

Hie other circumstance of refusing all pecu- 
niary advantage, indicates that Junius was nei*^ 
ther poor nor avaricious. There are few per- 
sons, even of good fortune, who would decline 
in these times to profit by any lucubrations they 
have the talent to produce; and if a doubt 
dhould be started as to accepting a reward for 
writing in a newspaper, it would probably vanish 
at the sight of two octavo volumes. But Junius 
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would not' even submit to benefit a charity by 
his labours. He says he is far above all pecu- 
marjf viea>s. He writes, according to his 44th 
Letter, neither for profit nor fame, that is, for 
profit derived from the press, for he had told 
Wilkes he did not disclaim the idea of some per- 
sonal views, to Jiiture honour and advantage.'^ 

However I think it very fair to infer from this 
circumstance even, that Junius was no underling 
nor insignificant person, but a man of rank and 
influence. We may easily imagine for example, 
tliat a nobleman of the first class and distinctioii 
in the realm would disdain to take a reward for 
Letters written to serve a party and published ia 
a newspaper, much less would his pride submit 
to receive a recompense for Letters written in a 
newspaper to serve himself. 

2n signifying his fears of detection, Junius 
says he should not survive a discovery three 
days, or if he did, " they would attaint him : by 
bill,'* which expression implies, that he was a 
peer, because he could only have been attainted 
for a libel*. " He has left no room for accom^ 
modation with the piety of St. James's, his of- 
fences are not to be redeemed by recantatien or 
repentance," a truth we may easily admit, and 
^s a peer, he had indeed every ,thing to appre*- 

* Private Letter, No. 41. 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 188 ) 

bend in detection. He calls himself once a 
member of one house of parliament in mourn- 
kig for the honour of his King and Coantry ; and 
I cannot help, mentioning here, (though I do 
not me^ui to insist on the idea,) that when he 
advertises <^ Junius to another duke,*' I think 
he was instigated by some little conceit beyond 
the mere &ncy of signifying that the antagonist 
of the duke of Grafton had now turned his arms 
against the duke of Bedford. 

There is a private letter of Jnnius, No. 10, 
amoi^ the fac-similes, wherein the writer speaks 
«f a paquet which Mr. Woodfall had received 
witib the arms of Cavendish on the cover. Ju- 
nius (one would imagine) was in frequent habits 
of writing the Cavendish name, for he uses an 
abbreviation, and describes it Candish. Hie 
contents of this paquet are unknown ; probafely 
it was returned to Junius unopened, if from Ju- 
nius it had originally come, which I very much 
suspect That the duke of Portland, the most 
noble William Henry Cavendish Bentinck, son 
of lady Margaret Cavendish, y^ho had married 
into the family of the duke of Devonshire, ano- 
ther &mily of Cavendishes, should have had a 
seal with their arms is not very improbable, nor 
that be might have used it by mistake \ few per- 
sons are always perfect in mystery, and no one 
knew better than the duke of Portland that there 
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was **no end of the family/*— rBut as Junius 
had always £^ken well of the duke of Fort- 
h&i^ we might expect him to mention his &jxnly 
and connexions with respect. He says ^^ihe 
paquet cannot come irom the Candishes^ though 
there be no end of the iunily. They would not 
be so silly as to put their arms on the cover/* 
For a second mention of this &.mily I must re- 
fer you to the 59th Letter, wh^e Juniua says he 
will not reject a bill which tends to confine par- 
liamentary privilege, though it be stolen ^om 
Oe house qf Cavenduh^ and introduced by Mr* 
Ondow. « The features qf the in^t are a 
proof of the descent^ and vindicate the nobis hhik 
Jrom the baseness of the adoption.^* One of the 
seals affixed to the letters in Mr. Woodfall's 
possession is a dtwal coronet. The engraving of 
it is published with the fac-similes ; others are 
antiques, particularly a fine head of Marcus 
Aureliusvery finely cut. The cabinet of his 
Grace's mother would have furnished these. 

The hand-^mtipg of Junius is genefaMy db> 
guised, although his real haik4 appears at times 
in spite, of every precaution 5 sometimes he 
uses a stqall i at the commencement, where be 
would natwally be most attentive to conceal^ 
mept, but the ha^d-wiitina. ^ the did£«.i9f 
^ortlaijui is precisely that of Junlvw, w&enenrcr 
undiiiguised^ and. formation of the lett^if ia al"^ 
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ways similar, Juhius's disguise consisting in 
placing them ^upright, and without any in- 
clination. The manner of his forming the 
letter P is very remarkable. He has three dif- 
ferent ways of writing it, besides a fourth, which 
is sometimes used in signing the name Portland. 

I think there is an attempt at disguise in 
them aH except one, which is the most com- 
mon j but a sight of his Ghrace's hand-writing of 
the same date compared with the fac-similes in 
Mr. Woodfall's book will satisfy ijrour. Lordship 
at once, that there is no one reason whatever to 
doiibt, that Junius and the duke of Portland 
were one and the same person. 



LETTER XXIX. 
MY LORI>; March \%, 1SI6. 

There remains but one circumstance 
which I shall recommend to your Lordship's no- 
tice at present, feeling persuaded that the mass 
df evidence which I have given you has pro- 
diiced all the conviction you could desire, though 
you must have seen that I have hardly brought 
fi^rwardmore thaB half the evidence which t 
had the power- to employ. The volutries of 
Junius's Letters are replete with the most incon- 
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ttovertible proofs of a personal interest per- 
vading them. There is a personal feeling, a 
sense of injury and oppression, a wounded but 
indignant spirit discernible in every Letter, if not 
in every page. 

* It is impossible for a man that writes one 
Mng not to have that same thing in his mind •/ 
As Junius has made the duke of Portland's 
cause his own, by defending it almost personal" 
ly, so the sentiments it breathes have their echo 
in every succeeding case which Junius defends 
politically; the string which had been first 
struck never ceases to vibrate, and there isr 
liardly a single Letter in which so^a portion of 
that individual feeling is not to be detected, 
either in substance or by implication, though 
sometimes it appear but as a solitary gleam, or 
exist only in a solitary word, — ^a glance at sir 
James Lowther, lord Bute, the duke of Grafton, 
or the duke of Portland, a hint of the man^ the 
minister^ of forms, property^ charters, grants, 
prodiises, &c. &c. &c. 

On referring to the Letters which I have 
quoted, your Lordship has seen that I have se- 
lected only the most pointed expression^, and 
but enough of those to serve my purpose,*'--had 
I transcribed every passage that could elucidate 

• * Lord Erskine. 
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er strengtiien my argument^ I should have en- 
cumbered you and exhausted myself with an 
infinity of correspondence which the circum- 
stances of the proof have not seemed to require. 

I have airoided the observations of historians, 
reviewers and magazine writers on the merits of 
Junius as an author and as a man, and more 
particularly of those who have thought proper 
to abuse him and his works. Whether their at- 
tacks are generous or just, or both, or neither^ 
it is not my province to decide, and I have not 
lihought them worthy .of our notice, since they 
have been all written in ignorance of the man 
and of his motives ; but enough of this subject. 
I shall proceed to the circumstance I mentioned 
m the beginmng of my letter as still to be ex*^ 
pkmed, premising that I state a suf^ositious 
case from which no absolute conclusion need be 
drawn, but as a matter of speculation, a case 
not unworthy of a few lines. 

Let us suppose €hat Junius bad not written,, 
that the language of the duke of Portland's 
case had never transpired, that his Grace arid 
lord Rockingham had tio/ endeavoured to writ^ 
down the two administrations, or to curb the 
alarming encroachments of tifie Crown, that the 
secret itifloence of thte fevourite and the power 
of the Tories had remained in fiill force and 
vigour^ — ^what had become of the Forest of 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 193 ) 

It^lewood^ and the castle aad soccage of Car- 
lisb ? Would the duke of Portland have ejected 
sqr James Lowther^ or would the Tories have re- 
newed the leases of the Marylebone estate which 
devolved to the crown ii^ 1794? If the Trea- 
sury had seated dr James Lowther in perfect and 
secure possession of his new grants what plea 
could his^Orace have iet up aggpist the resump^ 
tion of' the IVfarylebone estate, in which the 
Chywn had every right i You, my Lord, wbo 
know the value of the Marylebone property, can 
estimate justly the enormous portion (^ fais re- 
venue and influence which by siich a combina- 
tion of circumstances Ihe duke of Portland 
might have lost. 

The same ministers who had granted away his 
heredity property in Cumberland might hkve 
sold or granted away even the reversion of this. 
I;et us suppose -still anodier case i^^Had the 
iMrtsbqr of Juuius's LettMs been discovered b^ 
ibve the year I7d4, and bad it been proved tiiat 
he was &e'duke of Portland; ;could the Duke 
have isxpeqted of the . Crown the renewal of th^ 
Mai;3^bone estate, whether Wh%8 or Tmiss 
were^ uppermost? and would ndt thd apiirdie» 
sioni of such aik efrent have influenced any i|mii 
breathii^to have desisted from writSngsuch Leti- 
ters aa Junius wrote, when be had no lodger a 
personalantereat to serve? What dbes Juniwdii* 
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fer by telKng sir W. Draper that mo&oeswry Sf* 
^fcrentfrom any apprehension of his resentment 
vQsike it impossible he should ever know him? 
Taking for granted diat the Duke and Junii:^ 
were one person^ for what a mighty stake did 
that one person contend! and how neces^uy 
was it to his interest that the Scotch influence 
-and the power^f the Tories shoulii* be over- 
thrown ! — Surely it is na small palliation^ if -not 
an entire excuse^ for every thing that has or c&n 
he urged s^ainst him, that he fought pro oris et 
f)cis^ and not for aggrandizement or avarice, but 
to defend his inheritance, to keep what he had 
got, to preserve all that mankind value and 
scramble for, the wealth and the power which he 
already possessed. 

The security of the Cumberland estate was 
the first concern' of Junius J the possibility' of 
losing the other, though at a distance of more 
than twenty years, muftthave been contemplited 
with a perpetual anxiety. Indeed, to this dLt-- 
cun^tance the poHtieians of the day attributed 
his change of piur^ in 1794) and probably an 
idea originating in this supposition caused the 
reatiark of lord X^nsdown in the House of Lords 
respecting the renewal of the leases. I have 
heard or read, that lord Lansdown, but a little 
time before his deaths declared his knowledge of 
Juimiis} but I haire been informed on excellent 
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authority, thjlt nolhing^whatever relative to that 
writer has been found among his Lordship's pa- 
pers. 

So much for the last circumstance which I 
thought worthy your notice, — I have mentioned 
it as merely being so, without having drawn an 
inference from it of any nature: indeed, it 
never occurred to myself till yesterday, and can 
only be entertained as a piece of speculation — 
except that it admits a most ample apology for 
any thing and every thing that Junius has 
written. 

I shall now take leave of the subject which 
has so much interested both of us, and in the 
investi^tion of which we have not discovered, 
encountered, nor avoided any one objection 
whatever. I shall close my correspondence with 
two passages from our author. 

** The conclusion to be drawn from these 
premises is obvious, it amounts to a moral 

CEETAINTY*, AND, TAKING THE WHOLE OF THE 
EVIDENCE TOGETHEIl, I AFFIRM THAT IT CON- 
STITUTES A MASS OF DEMONSTRATION, THAN WHICH 
NOTHING MORE COMPLETE CAN BE OFFERED TO 
THE HUMAN MIND t." 

* Misc. Letter xlv.|)..158. Vol. IIL 
t Junius to lord Mansfield. 
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APPENDIX. 



THE CASE OF HIS GRACE 



DUKE OF PORTLAND, &c. 



As I shall have frequent occasion in the course 
of the foUomng pd^ges to speak of the debates and 
proceedings in the late parliament, I shall pre- 
mise, that I consider myself fully at liberty to 
canva^is their conduct, though they were but yes- 
terday in the plenitude of their power, either to 
tedress grievances, if they had so pleased, or to 
leave them unredressed, which they thought the 
preferable parts, as any faitMul historian would be, 
who should have occasion to relate events in the 
pensionary parliament of Charles the Second, or any 
odier the most obsequious that can be found in our 
aiicient aiinab, either in the prerogative days of 
Stuarts and Tudors, or the violent race of Plan- 
tagenets. I shall use no ^mbig^ous terms of cer^ 
tain nohle persons^ or a certain' augicst assembly^ and 
all the shifty phrases for comrjaying hints instead of 
affirming, I shall relate the conduct of tii^ Board of 
Treasury^ lennng it to l^ie public to judge, whe- 
ther or no they have be^n gi^lty of: an uDjust and 
ifiolentJitteckiipoii private properly, to serve the 
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purposes of an election, and I shall leave the late 
parliament itself, to be handed down to posterity, 
as having refused redress to their constituents of 
such grievances, and having denied the proffered 
security for their fellow-subjects, against fixture at- 
tacks of the same kind. Let the public judge how 
fit those men are to be trusted with the administra- 
tion of government, who think it sport to involve 
the holders of landed property in law-suits with 
the powers of the Crown, after an uninterrupted 
enjoyment without question of their title, for more 
than threescore years, and this for no pretence of 
crime, or other visible cause, than that the tenants 
of the party thus attacked, oppose, in right of their 
own private property as' fireeholders, the election 
of sir James Lowther for the county o{ Cumber- 
land. As to the personal conduct of the members 
of the last parliament, it behoves us likewise to be 
be fiiUy apprized, not, I fear, that it would have 
much weight as to the fixture election of many of 
them into parliament, should the terrors of govern- 
ment be held out to siich refractory constituents, 
as refuse to return their dependants and £tvour- 
ites« But still it is an advantage always to be ap- 
prized of the danger, if at any time hereafter so 
great a calamity should lie in wait for us, so severe 
a visitation for the too general profligacy and ve- 
nality of constituents, as to find the liberty and 
property of themselves and their fellow-subjects, 
betrayed by their own profligate and venal dele- 
gates. . 

" A motion was made** on the 17th of February, 
1768, in parliament. By sir George Sayile, and^se- 
conded by sir Anthoriv Abdy, "for leave to bnng 
in a bill fi)i: quieting the jxMselsions pf the subject; 
and for anlending and rehderitig inore ^^c£aal an 
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act of 21st of James L for the general quiet of the 
subject against all pretences of concealment what- 



ever ** 



The purport of this act of 21st of James I. fs, 
that a quiet and uninterrupted enjoyment for 60 
years before the passing of the act, of any estate 
originally derived from the Crown, shall bar the 
Crown from any right of suit to recover such estate, 
under pretence of any flaw in the grant, or other 
defect of title: This act, at that time^ therefore se- 
cured the rights of such as could prove their pos- 
sessions 60 years, but, by its very nature, has been 
continually diminishing in its effect, and departing 
from its principle, since it would now become as 
necessary to prove a possession of 205 years, as it 
was then to prove 60. Thus, by a kind of retro- 
grade inversion of the principle, security wastes and 
weakens, instead of gaining strength, by time and 
possession : aind he who has longest enjoyed, is the 
most perplext, and may how be most liable to any 
vexatious law-suit, that any Board of Treasury, to 
serve any clandestine purpose, may at any time 
please to institute- The proposal to amend that 
biUi and to render it more effectual towards the 

3uiet of the subject, was simply this. That an un- 
isturbed possession of 60 years (or any such tenn 
as parliament should have thought proper) to be 
taken backwards ftom the time beings should be a 
security from any suit to be commenced by the 
Crown, t)r any of its ministers. 

This 'motion was introduced upon public grounds, 
aiid supported upon &6se principles otily, without 
any personal attack upon the administration or the 
members of the Board of Treasury, nay expressly 
gtkarded against even the appearance of serving 
any immemate and periBonal purpose, or taking in. 
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any pendent recent case : But as an evil conscience 
will betray itself, and the galled jade will winch^ 
the mere proposal of securing the juture quiet 
of the subject, was wormwood at that time to thpse 
who laboured under the consciousness of tlveir own 
past and recent conduct. They made a faint at- 
tempt, worthy indeed of themselves, to oppose the 
salutary principle of this bill, by ransackii^ the 
tombs of tyranny for argument, and holding up, 
the relics of prerogative for adoration \ by daring 
to contend in the fiw:e of their country, th^t it 
would shake the fundameptals of the constitution 
even to limit minister^ under the Crown, from ha- 
rassing the private subject, with antiquated claims, 
vexatious suits, and threats of confiscation \ and by 
such other detestable doctrines as made their own 
servile dependants shudder to hear. Feeling their 
weakness on this ground, they left the interest of the 
pubUc in this great question, for the private cause 
of endeavouring to colour, misrepresent, and es^ 
plain away (if they could have done it) the iniquity 
of their own conduct in the particular act of vip* 
lence towards the duke of Portland's property, &r 
which they &lt that every impartial man in the king- 
dom (though &w indeed are uninterested in the 
consequences of this precedent) must hold tboffi in 
abhorrence. But even upon the private gromad 
they succeeded no.better than on the public, t^oug^ 
every cirdumstance was planned by themsejlveft, cards 
sent to summon their dependants pro aris fit^fitcis^ 
and aU parties to the trial of accuser, crivinal^ i|d- 
vocate, and judge united in the person of the miqis- 
try. Self-accused even in their Qwn turgument^ thie 
ministry; criminal,. ^e minififtiy; a^vocate^ the 
ministry; yxdgfiB^ the ministry^ Vet I mlj fpnture. 
to say that that naoistry shs^l bear in their fbxe^ 
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head from that day, the mark of reprobation which 
no future times shall separate from their nsmaes 
and memory. And I will likewise venture to 
hope and to foretell, that the very next parlia- 
ment shall, to their eternal disgrace^ erect a vie* 
torious monument oere perenniusj of private pro- 
perty rescued and secured from the violence, breach 
of faith, injustice, and profligacy of hirehng mi- 
nisters; 

' I have no hesitation or scruple to avow, that the 
cause which I am going to lay before the public is 
B private concern, for what cause can be more inte* 
testing to the public, or more universal, tiian the 
defence of private property against oppression and 
the hand of power. The friends to the future peace 
and quiet of their couiitry, could not have wished 
for a more fevou^able incident. The value of the 
property put into litigation is not inconsideriable in 
itself^ (about 30,000/.) but it is fer from being the 
most material part of the noble Duke^s inheritance 
s^ainst whom this attack is made. It might hav« 
&Uen upon s6me other crown-grantee and have 
been his a,!!. Such a case might have excited more 
compassion, yet the evil consequences comprehend* 
ed under the precedent and principle, hi^veno less 
tend6ncy agaii^t the public^ qftiiet, thwgh. it has 
liappened to a Duike. 

< I will anticipate one drcifiinstabce, mzi that the 
^arit of part of (fee duke <rf Pbrtland's properly 
was made out by the Tre«5ury^tp sir James iLowther 
•withont consulting the c^owii lawyers, or hearing 
tli^e'dii|:e of Portland's lawyers, as to the^ validity 
of' his present title and possession. The only rea- 
son of this must be, lest the diAo of Portla|id*s 
title should have been so clearly made out, that they 
could have had no pretence of granting a lease to 

7 
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sir James Lowther to serve the temporary, purpjoses 
of the next election, but even here they have &iled, 
having so far over-shot the mark in Cumberland, 
that the laudable spirit of the freeholders has been 
disgusted and not terrified at such violent proceed- 
ings. I conclude from all this that we shall freely 
be acquitted by the public from being actuated by 
motives of spleen or pique or panic, neither being 
galled by the appearance of the election, nor yet 
the duke of Portland under any apprehension of 
losing the smallest part of his property. As to the 
expence of the law-suit, there are but few so well 
able to support it as himself, and none more wilUng, 
like Hampden, to go through every form and every 
court of law, whatever be Ae vexation or expence» 
having the fidlest hope and confidence^ that his 
case may fiimish an opportunily of enacting some 
salutary law, that shall henceforward protect his 
felloW'Subjects from such vexations ; not that his 
abili^, his readiness or resolution to stand In the 
gap K>r the general quiet of private property, does 
in any sort extenuate the conduct of tlie itoard of 
Treasury^ in this act of violence, but is on the con* 
trary the greatest reproach and a^ravation. 

As to the proposed bill, the leaders of the late 
parliament, with aU their store of prerogative doc- 
trines, could not look it in the fiice, hut after hav- 
ing exposed the blackneasi of their secret thoughts^ 
even with a venal mi^rity of three to one on any 
other question, they did not dareto divide upon this, 
their most implicit dependants at any other time, 
having refhsed to fi^t .under the high flying ban- 
ners of prerogative set up by i^em* Beiqg. de^ 
feated in this attempt» they oould, onty obtain, a 
delay of this bill,, an^ the iinjlver^al s^nse of the 
house (the few miniiaterial advocates for prerogative 
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excepted) was expressed^ for taking up the cause in 
the first session of the next parliament. Even this 
delay was carried only by a majority of twenty. 
Many trimmers were so obsequious as to retire, not 
having the hardiness directly to oppose an imme- 
diate redress of so flagrant a grievance, as the inva- 
sion of private property for the purposes of an elec- 
tion; There was one piece of ministerial and par- 
liamentary craft, which perhaps every one may not 
be aware o£ When any question is moved and se- 
conded, if there is a division of the house upon it, 
that question must appear in the votes. The ma- 
jority not daring to throw out such a question with 
the votes to confront them, in the fiice of the public, 
moved for the orders of the day, which, accprding 
to the forms of the house, avoids any public specif 
cation of the motion then in debate. Concealment 
betrays guilt, and those will ever retire into dark- 
ness and subterfiiges whose deeds are evil. ; 



Accipe nunc Danaum Insidias^ et Crimine ah una 
Disce qmnes. 

I shall now, state the transactions and matters of 
fact as they stand between sir James Lowther, the 
Board of Treasury, and the duke of Portland. The 
materials by which I am enabled to verify the se- 
veral paarts of this narrative, are, MemoriaJs to the 
Treasuiy, with their oflicial replies, all pubhc and 
authentic. Besides these, there are letters which 
have passed between some of the parties to this 
transsiction, they are not by any means to be called 
private letters, either from any secrecy implied in 
the 'matter of them^ or the expression. But ifor the 
sake of 4he most scrupulous punctilio, it is riot 
.thought proper to publish them without the consent 
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of all parties. I can answer f<x one side, tkat ihe 
duke of Portland neither has, nor can have, any ob- 
jection, to have every letter, every note, every pri- 
vate conversation, and every the minutest transac- 
tion or hint whatsoever, brought out into open day- 
light. Not that the facts alluded to in any of these 
personal papers, (for I cannot call them private ones) 
are in any sort different from those which can be 
authenticated from the public memorials, but ori- 
ginals written by the parties theuisielves, during the 
very transaction, would hold up life and real ob- 
jects to the public, of which a narrative can be but 
the representation. 

On the 9th of July, 1767, sir James Lowther pre- 
sented a memorial (No. 1.) to the Treasury, pray- 
ing a grant erf the forest of Inglewood, and socoige 
of the castle of Carlisle, which the duke of Port- 
land enjoys under a grant from kiiig, William^ and 
which his family have been in qutet possession of^ 
between sixty and seventy years. The memorialist, 
sir James Lowther, says he is informed, that the 
possession of the premises has beeii fbr many* years 
withheld from the Crown, and that no benefit what- 
ever arises to the Crown therefrom, therefore prays 
a lease of his Majesty's interest therein, for three 
lives, on such terms as to their Lordships^ shall seem 
meet. This memorial tiie Bosard of Treasunr re- 
ferred to the surveyor-general of crown lands for 
his opinion thereon. His report in answer to the 
Board (No. 2), dated the 7th of August, 17©7, 
says, that the forest of Inglewood, and soceage of 
Carlisle, were not conveyed by king WilHain*s 
grant to the earl of Portland, but were still vest- 
ed in the Crown, he therefore recommends a lease 
of the premises to l)e granted to sir Jafties Low- 
ther, for three lives on certain reserved rents. 
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viz. !^6/. per flnw.fdr'thesoccage of Carlisle, ati^^ 
ic?. fdr th'e forest, a^nd, a/^hifd part in both of thq 
relit ttf such ktrds, ^&p. as shall be recovered from 
tfte date of Porflafid. , / . 

, this yeport pf the SuiVeyor-jCjeneral, who is not 
a lawyer Hitiiself, was returned to the Treasury, 
without having taken the opinion of the Attorney 
or Solid t6r Gefneral, th6ug][i on a point of law, 
or hearitig th6 duke of Portland's lawyers m de- 
ifettc'6 of his title. This officer, called Surveyorr 
tjeneral, is a person not known in the law, nor iij 
any sort connected with it. H« is supposed to be 
conversant ih the knowledgg of <netes and bounds; 
as(5fe!rtaiiling the value of lands ahd houses; and the 
Settinj^of finfes, in Consequence of such Kno^pjedgef 
Such questidijs ias these, and not points of law, are 
*the jpr(i^er sifbjects of reference to him ; for he is 
noihdre than a keeper of the King's maps, or Land- 
Stfrveydr J and neither by pfofegsiop, nor office^ 
has the le'ast connection with the law. The pi^r 
seWt SurVeybr-General is an elderly gentleman, 
who has lost his sight by age, and is himse,lf inca?- 
paCble (if ^^isiness. Which therefore devolve^ dejacto^ 
iljfoil h^ (leimty, Mr. Zachary Chambers; Think 
then tfr tlje diike of Portland*^ * title, which is ta 
be feith'^r defeated, or supjxorted^ by a lotig train qf 
]prec'4^i^fits, uskges, c.ons^^^ grants,^, su,r>^eysi, 

peiram'bui^atiohs, verdic^ ahdahnuineraW^ aqt^^of 
own^rghip, for three hundred years bac 
titn^ of Kichard III. when duke-ol'Giqucester),:bq- 
tiig decide^d between the 9th of July, an^ the 7tli - 
"of Augiisi, without any consultation with tiie crq^jm 
lawyer^, by Mi:. (^ambers,'the Surveypr's deputy. 
I wbiild have giveii aiiy inah an hundred guesses, to 
find out the prpperestpersoja to decide a grqat mit- 
ter^f right and property. J^ne mightTiave thought 
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of" my Lord High Chancellor, (but perhaps he 
would not, have served their turn) or my Lords 
the Judges, or his Majesty's Counsel, learned in the 
law. No ! none of these. The standing counsel 
to the Board of Treasury, whenever the King's in- 
heritance is called in question, is a Land-surveyor's 
deputy. 

I would not aver, indeed, that they have been 
entirely destitute of all legial help ; for it has been 
Bhre\Cdly suspected, from the utter impossibility 
of an abstruse question in law being stated by such 
an oflScer, that sir James Lowther's lawyers as- 
sisted to draw up that report, in their client's fe- 
vour, which was presented to the Board, as from 
the Survwor-General. We shall see, by and by, 
that the Treasury asserts this report to be binding 
upon their proceedings, and that they have no 
power to contravene it. Which end will they take 
it by ? have they, in their capacity as King's mi- 
iifsters, instituted a suit against the lineal possessor 
of seventy years, upon the advice of a mere Land- 
purveyor, without consulting the crown lawyers ? 
or, io mend the matter, did they consider the re- 
foTt as drawn up by a lawyer of the paity petition- 
ing for ihe grant ; and, for that reason, to be com- 
piusive upon their determinations. There is a 
maxim in logic, onrne majus continet minus^ and I 
do not see what can be thought impossible for a 
Board to do, who have granted away the property 
of a fellow-subject, without hearing him in defence 
of his title, notwithstanding the most solemn ai^d 
repeated assurances, that no step should be taken 
tiU he had been heard. 

But, to return to the narrative : This report in 
favour of sir James Lowthfer, whether drawn up by 
his own lawyer, br the deputy-surveyor, was pre- 
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aehted to the Board bn the 7th of August, but ih^ 

Board thought themselves utfder no obligations to 

ittferm 'the duke of Portland, whose property was 

so materiallj attacked, of their proceedings^ though 

his agents attended, day by day^ at the Treasury^ 

from the middle of August, to tRe end of the months 

upon a vague report, that something of the kind 

was m agitation. After many days attendance, a 

friend of the duke of Portland, whom his agent 

knew (a member of parliament)^ came to theTrea^ 

sury upon some other business: tlirough his means^ 

the agent applied to the secretary of the Treasury 

for information ; who answered, he could give no 

papers without orders from the Board. Upon this, 

the' duke of Portland's fHend applied directly to a 

Lord of the Treasury, who procured copies of what 

had passed. I will observe bere^ that, in common 

justice, where any one's property is attacked, he 

ought to have the earliest notice to stand upon his 

defence. The Board of Treasury might have in- 

^med the duke of Portland^ Bit any time, between 

the 7th of August and the end of the month, for 

his agent- attended constantly ; the clerks of the 

Treasury knew this very well ; but even supposing 

the Board not to know of the agent's attendance, 

yet the duke of Portland himself is not so entirely 

unknown, but that the Secretary of the Treasury 

might have informed hiih by letter. 

On the 2d of September, the duke of Portland 
received authentic information (notwithstanding all 
the silence and reserve of oflRce) of sir James Low- 
Cher's memorial, and the Surveyor^General's report, 
for so it is called. He immediately applied. for a 
suspension of all proceedings in the matter, till he 
had an oppoctunity of laying his title before the 
Bbsxd.: The. Treasury, in the interim^ had ad« 

P 2 
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journed till th6 '9th of October, and, during this 
«tac^ona all lawyers at this time of the yeBxheAiig 
ab^nt from London, the duke of Portland could 
majfie hut liUile {progress in preparing his title for the 
Board* In the heginning of October (viz. ontiie 
8th) wwafc were entered in the oflSces of the Chan- 
ceflor cff tlie Exchequer, and the Auditor of th^ 
land revenue for the county of Cumberland, to pr&- 
l^vA any leasie^ or grant, jessing to sir James Low- 
tber by surprise. The propef fees were paid at 
jeai^ office, and the ameats received ; and, for a 
greater caution* a awmtw^^s entered with the clerk 
of the patents to tbie Great Seah But, in respect 
j>f.tbe Board. of Treasury, whidb is not an office of 
law;, the dujke of Portland, instead of a caveat^ pre- 
sented a niemorial (No. 8)., praying £o be heard by 
counsel, in defence of his own tide, .befor? the 
Board proceeded to any act m coaftsequ£ince of sir 
James. Lowther's application. 
- This request from the duke of Portland to be 
beard iti defence of his title, before the Treasury 
came to any determination against hito, produced 
the following at that time very satis^ctory ueplv^ 
frpm the Secretary of the Treasury^ by order of the 
Board# 



(No. 4.) Treasmy-Cfiam^s^ Oct. 10, I7m. 

■ ' ' \ ' ' '. ' } 

MY LORD, ^ 

A MiaiiOBjfAL of your Grace's to the;^ Boand 
of Treasury, with orespect to the forest crf^ Ingle* 
wood, was delivered to* me yesterday, by your 
Grace's agent I did not lose a moment in hnag^ 
ing it before the Lords, I gave it place of all 
other papiprs, and, upon its being read, the duke 
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of Grafton, and the oth^r Lordd^ werepleased'to >di*- 
rect me to acquaint your Grdce, that if you would 
b^ pleased to lay before them a state of your claim^ 
and title to the forest of Inglewood, they would re- 
fer it to the Surveyor-General, and send faim badk 
also, at the same time, his report upon themenio* 
rial of sir James Lowther for his farther conside* 
ration. And I am directed also to assure tf our Grtice^ 
that no step shall be taken towards the decision of the 
matter in question^ till tf our Grace's title has been sta^ 
ted^ referred to^ and reported o», bt/ the proper qffleer^ 
andjulh/ and maturely, considered Ifyi the Board of 
Tre(vsury^ \ have the honour to >be, &d. 

GftET OooPEBi 



^ I will stop the reader in this place, a^nd rectom^^ 
mend him to weigh every word of this letter, with 
the utmost attention and accuracy, and then tell 
me, whether there can/b6 found any tewns in the 
whole extent of language, moreex^cit, Of rftore 
peremptory than these. Is there the least' a»lbi<^ 
guity or loop-hole for mental reservation ? Let us 
attend to the request that called out these assu* 
ranees. The duke of Portland desires to be heard 
by counsel, in support of his awn rights. Can tbore 
be devised any proposition in itself more reasonable 
and just ? The Treasury assure hm^ihat no step shoU 
betaken, till his titk had been stated; rejerred to^and 
repf^rted on^ bjffhf proper officer y and Jidfy and ma* 
turej^consideredbjf the Board. Yet these words were 
given; to: the wind, i Wfehare hiaxd of mnristerial 
paromises broken^ eten i ta a proverb $ and if the 
duke of Portland: had; applied fbr some fkvoui^, or 
plaee^^or iLeofiion^ /had the^promiae ^fcreett conceived 
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in otdln^r^ or indefinite terms, I can conceive, that 
many precedents might be found for the exercise 
pf this ministerial prerogative. But in a plea of 
strict justice, no more than that the party attacked 
riiould be heard before decision, ana in a country 
where not only strict, but liberal justice, is the in- 
defeasable inheritance of the meanest subject ; to 
3dolate this fundamental law, without remorse, and 
in contempt of the most solemn engagements that 
words could express, attested under the hand and 
fieal, and record of o&ccy is a degree of madness, 
infatuation, and profligacy, beyond example. ^Some 
judgment hangs over them ; some fate or fatal in- 
fluence impels them to their ruin. Q^os Deus 

tmU perderes prius dementat. 

From this time, the duke of Portland, trusting 
to the full assurances from the Board, and, therefore, 
that his labours would not be thrown away, conti- 
nued to employ his agents in preparing his title. 
Their time was fully employed in inspecting, and 
takiog copies of a great variety of evidences, in 
many of flie pubHc ofiices. But, in order to exa-. 
mine whether the £icts stated in the Surveyor's 
report were truly and impartially stated, it was 
thought desirable to have recourse to his ofikre, to 
inspect the surveys, courfe-rolls, and muniments, on 
whtch he founded his report. The propriety and 
justice of this is very apparent ; for what presump- 
tion can there be, diat such a report should be ac* 
Cttrately stated, if it be supposed to come from the 
incompetent hand of a deputy la^id-surveyot ? and 
if it be the performance of a lawyer of the adverse 
iMirty, how can it be considered as impartial ? Hie 
agents of the duke of Portland, made no doubt of 
obl^umng permission to inisqpect the Surveyor's of- 
fice} accprdingly, application was made to Mr^, 
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Chambers for that purpose; which ap()lication/ 
however, he refused to comply with. This reA^ 
of Mr. Chambers to produce the vouchers for^fne 
contents of his report, did not at all contribute to 
lessen the suspicion of the duke of Portland's 
agents, that the facts^ alledged in the Surveyor's re- 
port, might be partially stated, though the Trea- 
sury entertained it with such implicit deference. 

However, upon this disappointment, the duHe 
of Portland's agents, thinking they could fully em- 
ploy their time among other oflSces, till the meet- 
ing of parliament, when Ke was expected in town, 
determined so to do, and to apply tahim, when he 
came, to obtain an inspection into the Surveyor's 
office. Accordingly, on the 25th of November, 
the very next day after the meeting of parliament, 
the duke of Portland met the duke of Graflon at 
court, and had a conference with him on the sub- 
ject. In a few days, the duke of Portland presented 
a Memorial to the Treasury, (No. 5.) dated De- 
cember the second. The Memorial prays (in regard 
that all public records otight^ and by all courts qfjtidi* 
fiuture are directed to be inspected for the benefit of the 
parties interested J an order from the Treasury for the 
inspection of such surveys, court-rolls, &c. as re- 
lated to the matter in question. On the next day, 
the Secretary of the Treasury informed the duKe 
of Portland's agent, that their Lordships had 
granted the request, as to the inspection of llie Sur- 
veyor's office, not upon the foundation of right, 
but as a matter of candour and civility, and that 
such an order would be drawn up by Mr. Wat- 
kins, the clerk, in whose department such business 
was. • 

The agent appiied to Mr. Watkins, who put him 
off till-ihe middle of the next week. The order was 
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afterwards called for twice; the first time t^je* clerk; 
was not in the way, butthe next day appeared, and; 
took his fee for the order, and said, thatithad beeiv 
sent to thej Survey or-Ge,peraIj he was applied to fcwr^a, 
cqpy^ l^ut would notv give, one, alledging, that the. 
order, sent to the Surveyor-CJeneral, was -sufficient. 
Application was then ipade at the deputy survey- 
ors,' to know if they had received it. They (de- 
nied that any such order had been sent, although 
they h^ returned an answer to the Treasury ty^p^ 
dayS before, remonstrating against any order foiT: 
inspection, by those whp litigate the. rights of thCr 
Grown. Then farther applicatipn was made at t|ie^ 
Treasury^ to hunt out this supposed c^derj which 
Mr. Cooper had told them, the Lords, out of their 
grejat candour and civility, had given JnstructiojQS: 
for; and in this manner were thq agents/ tossed 
about, from pillar to post, from the 2d of JDecember 
till Christmas. 

1 dare say, the reader no mqre suspects what wfis^ 
pjassing at the Board in this interim, than the agents , 
did. The Board had indeed given the most'sofeioan 
assyraqqeSj/Aa/ no step should be taken tottwdsthe de^ , 
cision of the matter in question^ till Jhe. duke of. Port- 
land's title liad been stated.^ referred to^ and reported 
orif hy the proper officer^ and fully and rmturelyfonsi- , 
dered by the Board. But notwithstanding this^pro^ 
mise), and w:ithoJut the least previous notice^ or cita- .. 
tion, to ,the, duke of Portland, to lay the particulara 
of his title before the Board} and. while his agents.^ 
were, preparing hji.s^title.,under insitructipqs from t^^, 
Bpardjand were amused with the. expectatjbhp^^. 
order, for inspection,; the .grants were actually exe;- 
cuted(kll but the Exchequer seal) before the dukeoit^ 
Portland, or his agents^ were eye^ apprised tha^jthe 
inspection ojr,the Suryeyoj;'s "office was denied. 



Digitized by 



Google 



A^mm:^ 21 • 

H5iying«peciiie4;in w^fe/majniier th0 Agonte were« 
emplpy^J,,let us.no\M see wJi^t Has been passing at- 
the Bp*?xJ, i^Y. Bra4shaw,; i^ pwwsuicQ to theit 
Lordsljips/, cqaimap4voii.th€! 12th of Decemb^, 
sent tl)e,fi^>fic/^o%^pf the BoarAtq the Su;Tey:orj cfe^ir^. 
i»^hiu^,tp;?isrw£/tbeinspe€tion;Of;hi3offi^ on the- 
15th qf DQqemh^r, he reportsr (No, ^60 in an^w^r 
to Mr. Bra(ishj|.w's lett^5 thftt the Records in his 
pflSce arenptpublic^ hut Mpt for tJber King's uae 
only J thenjierea^pnstrfites against, s^ny: permission, 
tq ii^spect, by the ^ents.of any persons wha ayow-. 
^dly intend to contest the rights of the Crc^vih. In> 
tj^p, conclusion, he. recommends the ^Aorfc^* wc^.U) 
, try the' rights of the Crown, by grmting the desifedj 
leases tp. sir James Loivther. 

I cannot imagine >vh^t put it. into, th^ Surveyor's? 
h^ead, to subjoin this lastinji^ncitiQn tol^e Tre^^l^y*. 
to take the shortest wai/ with the duke of BoriUwd'fi' 
property. It was qjiite fpreignitfti thie purpovH:^: 
his report, .\vhich ought, tq hsve: teeeft,\iJ3»r^ly( tft 
assign his reasons for not permitting *thfe inspection; 
of the records. In what light canjthi^ insertion^so 
f^reign.ta t|jie purpose of his report^be coni^idered,' 
hut, as .taking the part of sua, agent for sir Jam^si 
L<?»y{theri? But if the whole: 39ai?4 of Tre^-snry had: 
been sir James Lowther's^ mpptt; pfgciou^ agent9». 
tl^ey could not have foj^pwed thiainjuncticwmore' 
impjlicitly. The Surveyor. General .; c tonofc be sup- 
pjosed/to haye known jofth*esqlemopjrQmise^. that- 
^f^j. subsisting from the Bofijd to the dui^ of Port- . 
lapd/not to take ai>y step; till hi% title; h^d been. 
sfatedy l^.^andfulh/ andimi^0k/'J^im^ 
t^is, njj^de.; no injp^dinaent ,to: the . Treasury;^ tbey r 
topfc the^sAorfc^ttJoyiindeedj wbicb:Wjasi.to deddei 
witlipivtttljievp]agj4p (tfiheaijn^ tbecjrtdence^; aiwii 
on.tl^ec^^Sid pf,I)eicein)?^i Mr^lG^cfW^^WMteitoikb^j 
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duke of Portland, (No. 7.) that the Board, upon re- 
ceiving the Surveyor's second Memorial, refusing 
the inspection of his office to the agents, and recom- 
mending to the Treasury to proceed the ^shortest 
way to work, had given orders for the leases to 
sir James Lowther, without any more to do : and 
so, my Lords the Commissioners of the Treasury 
present their respects to your Grace, and it is all 
over : which was the trutii of the matter ; for the 
Board adjourned that day for the Christmas holy- 
days, the leases were signed and sealed, and exe- 
cuted by the Lords, at their awn houses^ during^ the 
holy days, and delivered to sir James Lowtiier ten 
days before the Board was to meet again. As this 
was the case, they were safe enough from any me- 
morials or remonstrances against the breach of 
&ith, and injustice of these proceedings, till the 
grant was too fiir out of their reach to be recalled^ 
and posted up in band-bills, to the honour of the 
King's ministers, at every hedge-alehouse in Cum- 
berland, with the King's arms affixed. 

Two parts of a plot may be going on together, 
jbut it is not easy to describe them in the same 
breath. The poor agents are all this time quite in 
the dark, though continually attending at the Trea- 
sury. They are rummaging for an' order to inspect 
ihe Surveyor's office, a week after it was all over. I 
think those who were in the secret, and knew what 
was passing at the Board, must laugh in their sleeve ; 
and to prolong the entertainment a few days, the 
Secretary of the Treasury wrote, on the 22d of 
December, to the duke of Portland, who was 150 
miles off in the counfry, that all was over, and the 
grant ordered to sir James Lowther, instead of 
living, five days before, when the order to pro- 
xeed in the leases was signed, informed his agent, 
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who was ia the lobby tibe very day and hour when 
that order was made out. A trusty o£Bk^e truly ! 
where Mr. Watkins, the clerk, is receiving a guinea 
fee, to examine the Treasury books (viz. on the 17th 
of December) for the supposed order for inflection, 
in the same breath that the Board having superseded 
that order, is proceeding to decision with the utmost 
4i8patch ! Had they stuck to their favourite prind* 
pie of doing things the shortest wc^y they might have 
informed tibe agent of their proceedings upon the 
spot ; and at the very time of their determination, 
instead of concealing them in a clandestine manner, 
till the last day before the holydays, and then send^^^ 
ing the information three hundred miles round. 
There can have been no otiber intention in all thi« 
secrecy, but to av<Md any memorial from the duke 
of Portland's counsel, who are gentlemen of the- 
first eminence in the law, and wa-e th^i in town ; 
and the consequence was, that the leases were 
signed aqd executed bv the Lords of the Treasury, 
and nothing remained but the Chancellor (^ the 
^Exchequer's seal to be affixed, before either the 
duke, c$ Portlaqd's agents^ or lawyers, were in the" 
least apprised of the matter. 
; As soon as iDfo^tQatioo arrived fitmi the duke of 
Portland of these proceedings, his agent waited 
upon the Chancellor of the Exdiequer, to previiil 
upon him to withhold the seal, in consequence of 
tne caveat entered at his office^^ His Lordship said 
that he wa3 pressed to.affix the seal mstantaneomlyy 
that as Chancellor of Exchequer, he considered 
Umself a ministerial officer, and subject jas xavith 
to an order from the Board of Treaaui^ aa any 
common clerk, in r^pect to bis seal to grants, ^tnd 
llierefore could not withheld Jt I will venture 
to say, this is so &r from being the c^se, that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer is one of >he first 
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kgul oih^^s.xm the kingdom , and that the'vefry 
purpose of his. being annexed- to the Board m 
TreHsury, ia, that, he may be a jWwta/ controul 
upon the: acts of that Board; At least, so says^ 
j^addp:K> it his history of the Exchequer, page 
580 :: a&to the Chancellor q/^ the Ejx>heqtier, he seems^ 
iQ hdfmbeen appointedjto be ($ controtd' or check upon 
ibe. Traasurer* . The commissioners' are supposed, to 
apt qpon the cominpn principles- of justice, they are 
SHppQ^d to^take the adidoe oi the crown lanryers, 
thf^r, agreimj^po^e^Ttahear/tfae oouilsel oF the parties 
QAQoe^ied^ . or the pairties* themselves, (and surely - 
n<>t^^e:l^^iso &r, having given the most solemn 
at^urances). but in case of^ any- notorious dissatis^ 
Action* the ^parties have aright to entei' a ctweat 
hn^o^e ' the. CbanodUor^ of tbe Exchequer, aind; to 
9i^pfdZi^tQ Ittoi.as a: 2^^ officer of conti*oul, and' 
Tkfit as. a jijere deputy, clerk to the Treasury* j ^[nd* 
if,, upon a legal conaideration of the matter, the 
Cbffc^^dlor of the Exchequer- sees sufficient caiise, 
he m$y, in right of his office, i^use to affix his seal. 
StAt to put this out of tiie question^ I can prod&ce 
a^ case in point, which bi^petied^hen ^e^duke: 
of Newcastle was first Lord of the Treasury, and 
m Ge^ge Lyttleton . ChaMellor o{ the , Ex(^e-L 
qp^^ / A.lQ^e- wag ordered to rbe made oiit by 
tb&.Soard: of Treasury iii &rVour of the corpora^^ 
tlondO^ Plymouth* 1^ defendant* enteredar caveat 
at the $eal of the Chancellor of the Excheqtier; 
The. Chancellor of the E:icbequer withheld his^ 
sesd ; the defendant was beard by his counsel, and. 
the< lease revoked. Lquote no obscure case ; the* 
living witnesses^ to this ^transaction are, (amon^ 
oth8r^).thei duke of Newca^le, lord Lyttlfeton/ 
lord:..Mail»Seld, die 'earl of -N^rthingtori,^^ and^ 
lord Qimden^ having^ all been^p^rties to it Wi^' 
njiea profit by tbe^experieoGe^f4>l^ers,^^ I^ope^the" 
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pteieni Cbaacillor ot^dh^^^K^heqaet) M|iU' be ^matk 
"brlmQWu^ ...•'■ '\ •-•;./* 

U woufld.b^ Ab^brd^o sl«ppb$& any officer, having 
the King'fi 9ealui his^cristody, ^ud respoostbte fior 
lfaeie!serctse of it, to be mib^eryi^iil;, like a mere^kift: 
of the Treasury, besides the very right of his offie^elte 
receive a cflfV^a/, is a proof of his judicial oapadt)^ 
Who ever heard of .a ca/veat entered at the diesk of 
a common clerk'^ I hop6 this plea of the Chani* 
cellor of the* Exchequer, being aiterely-mfabiteffal 
as to his seal to grants^ will !not be establtshediixto 
precedent, as the mutual check of office^: \ipon. <m9 
another is a. principal bswri^r to, the piroperty of 
the subject, and as siidh, a precedelfrt wo^Id defeat 
the very main security in future tiibes, a^QSt 
the encroachments^ inju^tic^ «nd insolence,* of of* 
fice* How different the fkte of this cofucat iia^ 
been, compared vnth another l^^hich has been latev> 
ly entered at the Privy Seall the eari bf Chat- 
faam!s health not allowing hiisi io attend to bu- 
^ness^ the Privy Seal is put inito commission for 
no other purpc^e, but to hear counsel upon that 
cwt^fl^/notwithstanding the Lord H%h Chanoellof ^ 
(whose abilities and integrity to eilquirfe into the 
ftubgectwatter of that cofveat no one can do\^^,) 
Hetnains in order, afler .the privy sedi^ to' igiye t^ 
defendants a second bearingJ ' : ; . 

> The Chancellor of the £xdftequf^r^ las a ^^af 
officer, ranks next tcr the Ijoid High ^ChsmoeUor^ 
and takes precedence of the ' G^iiinoellor of thip 
Duchy of Lancaster, aind both- €hief Justices^ 
It is great condescension in hiih to act the mhf 
missive part of, a toere indented cleric % but tf , h^ 
had stood up to the dignity bf hib office^ the ^9oar4 
of Treouliiuy could not hat^ abided bearing : bdun- 
ael ait. law, Drhrdi mi^ht perin^ have idfefidated 
their designs, of granting away the. duke of 
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Pordand'g property to sir Jsmes Lowthien No* 
thing surely can bear so little the appearance of 
justice^ as for a Board, without the least smattering 
of law among the members, without consulting 
the crown lawyers in a matter of very abstruse law, 
who are bound, ex officio^ to give their advice; re* 
&uing to hear the defendant's counsel ; and during 
the adjonrmaeiit of the Board, when no memorial 
could have access to them, even if the parties 
attacked had been apprised of their conduct^ 
which was so cautiously kept out of sight. I say, 
under all these circumstances, what motives of ho- 
nesty, or justice, could impel them to grant away 
the property of a British subject, by a clandestine, 
precipitate,. and surreptitious act ? 

If I were to follow the example of the Board of 
Treasury, I should content myself with stating 
one side, and end here, without producing to the 
public their apology for themselves, as set forth 
in a letter from one of the secretaries (No. 8). It , 
was in answer to the duke of Portland, who had 
written personally to the principal members of 
the Treasury, no Board sitting to receive a Me- 
morial. In it he complained of the injustice and 
precipitancy of their conduct. He represented 
that, resting secure in the promise he had received, 
that no steps should be taken, till his claim had 
been maturely considered : he was actually collect- 
ing his title, when by one and the same letter 
(No. 7.) from the Secretary of the Treasury, he 
was informed, to his great astonishment, that the 
Surveyor-General's Office was not to be inspects 
ed, and that the grants were ordered to be made 
out to sir James Lowther. 

I shall now state the substance of this letter, (No. 
8.) and consider the particulars in order. Tlieletter 

6 
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sayt^ tfaaithe Surveyor-General declares his opimon^ 
that the Jbrest of Ingkwowl is not in grants hut' 
vested in the Crown^ md recommends and advises, 
that a. kase qf the said Jbrest may be granted to sir 
James Lo^ther^ for such term^ at such a rent^and on 
such conditions as are therein mentioned. In ordinary 
caseSy according to the ancient practice and precedents 
of the Treasury y reports (tf this nature are immedi- 
ately approved of upon being read. In this in- 
stance J the consideration of the report was pos^ioned, 
with numy expressions cf personal regard. I have 
ah^ady ispoke of the Surveyor's capacity as a lawyer^ 
to give an opinion in a deep point of law, but in 
this place he is introduced and acknowledged by 
the Board in a new ci^city, viz. that of recom^ 
mending. and advising them, who are the proper ob- 
jects to receive the favours of the Crown. The 
First Lord of the Treasury is always supposed to 
be minister, but here we see the whole Board ac- 
knowledging the deputy, Mr. Chambers, as their 
privy counsellor and reteree for the favours of the 
Crown. If one taransient ray of common justice 
had shot acro^ the Board, if it had perchance oc- 
curred, that the duke of Portland, as the lineal 
and undisturbed possessor for sixty or seventy 
ye^rs, should have had an offer of the lease grant- 
ed to sir James Lowther, it must of course have 
been checked by Mr. Chambers's recommendation 
of sir .Fames Lowther as the more deserving man; 
Again — as managers of the public revenue, under 
the CivO List Act, quoted by Mr. Chambers in his 
repprt, who sets a low fine, and small resetted 
refit, in considei^ation of the trouble and expence 
to recover tlie premises j if upon reference or con- 
uderation before the Board, the duke of Portland 
liad found his^tle/ defective, it would have been 
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workh his i^rilelto^hkxiter^vfefi^s ffiubh more dmti 
%W Jtoies LowthBr, ks ^e e^pdncftt df >fte stril raiisf 
inoduht Co. Bat4he$e>iite^r(b of the ^BKd prd* 
hr th6 ihesthnable/fiidird of Mr, ^2afeha^^^6 any 
well cctosideraYion; * . 

What bit but i*fiwhe itepertitttencJe fet' a liiete 
dffi^«f Terence to ffi^tattfe, in this IrMfttter, to 
the fiiTrt Bottrd tn the 1ihlg1k)ni : aiid if such a re- 
port is to he approved as sodn as readi, ivhiit seciirhy 
ih there agstinst .partiality ^r secret ihfliietice, ^- 
pecially in matter^ of gmat property. . I rfiteSn ise- 
curity to the private subject^ feir the more liable 
«ny private office is to corruption, the riicMrfe te^ily 
may it be turned into aft *e*igine of iyrsmny by 
ministets^ Sbra^ profligM^'^dfninisfrgftSdn *tay, in 
futin^etimesi, arim^mther ifCt?ng^froni*a general pi*e- 
flueditated design of sjJi^eading desti*tifcfei^through- 
ottt this kingdqwn^ or S^di the special vfe^ 'of ap- 
pbrifag thie terrors 6f/p*oQcriptioh, te thfe iJectibn 
m rn^nbem ; preferring thfe ^attde^ that a parKa- 
ment> so elected, will hetooatlikely t6 betirky th^ 
Itbdrty. and property xjfthj^ir cTOstit<iettts,%oth^ 
hazard of propeeding by bpeii VlttteAt^. 'the Strri 
vejror-Geheral, as *far as Itelmp&A lo'life otf te^ miisfri 
at all times, ije a mere weatuM^e ol'^&yjadtafhistiili 
tion, wheniiver they shall teke a*iy wit*feA d^gn 
ktto ^eir head, being an officer refi^Ve^Me at 
plateare. The * Treasury «Aay sh^ltfer Hffeitilselve^ 
undsr his san^tron^ <and they May ^ei^Cikte thd 
most desperate aoks^ without exposih^ theptelvd?, 
udder <the gttise of a ^ poor, d^e^dent^ tniki]^fff- 
bant, uni«iponi^ble object* A secret unfleirstaM- 
iog may 'subsist between (ih^ twd partiis^, kndl it 
will behow the Sffirveyoi-, for his dwh ^dfee, ixr ,be 
^uiift: tkf apprehension, ^nd hbi to irB^tt liti f^- 
vouf of 4tiiy obttttxidus j>iirty, Whtei« l^i; ia&i^i\i^ 
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shall aim a confiscation; until the. very sound of 
Surveyor-General, shall , become as, odious in the 
ears of the people, as the names of Empson and 
Dudley. I think I do not exaggerate when 1 say, 
that all these mischiefs tread on the heels of them, 
who get instructed in the use of such, dangerous 
weapon^, especially when faction, resentment, and 
party rage, quicken the appetite for revenge. 

However in the case of the duke of Portland, 
the Tressury postponed J as they say, the considera- 
tion of the Surveyor's report, with mqni/ eapressions 
of personal regard^ ^c. But how was the matter 
ipended by mere postponing ? for they never heard 
the other side of the question, nor consulted the 
Attorney-General, nor took any of the steps thejr 
had engaged for, to consider the CB&eJuUy arid 
maturely. This boasted postponing, was, in truth, 
no more than lying in wait for some opportunity 
to finish the whole matter, at one sudden stroke, 
by giving final orders, without any previous notice 
to t£e duke of Portland, upon the last Board day 
jbefore their adjournment for the holydays j which 
effectually barred him from claiming the promise 
of the Board, to.be^ heard in defence of his title, 
as the whole matter was over long before the Board 
met again. . 

Now comes the capital stroke in their defence, 
viz. to assign their reason for the violation of, a 
direct engagement and promise, given to the duke 
of Portland from the Board on the lOth of October. 
I will state the words of the promise itself, and tHe 
motive swsigned by the Board for dispen^ng wi$h 
the observance of it» side by side, which will be 
the fairest way to state it j and if the Treasury had 
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followed the same rule, by hearing the duke of 
Portland's defence of his title, as well as the attack 
upon it, we had never come \p this crimination, 

Oct. 10, 1767. Jan. 8^ 1768. 

And I am directed to • ;J7dffSirf(vi^.yourMe. 

assure ^mr Grdce^ that iiiorial) beflh'e ihe Bodfd 

no step shdU be taken to- mtho'itt a moment^ s delay ^ 

iooards the decision of the and in preferertce to all 

matter ihqtiesiidn^tiUi/otir othdr.pdpersy and Updn 

(xrdce's title has been ^ta- my acquainting the Jjords 

ted^ referred, h^ and re- that I understood Jf^Sm 

^'driedtiponjhjiWie proper y&iir Grdce*s hgent^tkat 

[ Officer y dnd ftdly find tfta- the htaie of i/otir Grdch^s 

ture'bf considered by the' cldiht and right to the fb^ 

^jBddrd. rest^ rnight be t^dwh itp 

ahd prepared , M "a shtirt 
tithe j^a cohditidh wtifdi 
howevier he had rievfer 
acquainted the duke of 
Portland with beforle) 
thciirlJdrd^Tnp^'i^^ 
sed h drder fh&i ioMte 
to your Grice ,ihe ktHir 
of the 10th of October. 

Here is a secret ttatfs^tction between thfe Bdard 
and the Secretary, that has nteyer ajipear^ yet 5 a 
mental reservation is k stale device ; here is the most 
solemn and explicit fengkgeiheht defeated ih ii Whis- 
per between them. Biit where is the coridition in 
tiie promise? Whjr was it not specified that theBbard 
womd hear no evidence, unleks produced by isiich or 
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such a day? Why was not a day fixed by the Boards 
and connected with this promise? Why was not this 
whisper about a short day, conveyed to the duke of 
Portland, in the course of the negotiations subse- 
quent to the 10th of October? Why was he not 
cited .for delay? On the coptrary;, the duke of 
Pordand has expressly not been charged witlj neg- 
lect or delay, in the answer to his enquiries, whe^er 
the .Board.tbougbt him. chargeable in that respect. 
I go no £u*ther tlnui this, tho', for my own part, I 
wish some letters that were not official w?;re laid 
before the public : but I think I have a right to 
say what is.np; in them# 

Take another view of the disposition to justice 
and equity^ in a Board, where the Secretary drarWs 
a picture of himself, interceding that the duke of 
Poland may be heard in defence <rf his title. I 
thmk.I.CQuld very fitirly draw thi^ comment, or 
tcanslation, out of Mr, Cooper's. letter. . Mv Lord, 
I do assure you, the Board was in a very ill dispo- 
fiitipn towards yau, notwithsrtanding all their ex* 
pressions of personal regard. Sir James Lowther, 
^nd pfirfiaps somebQdy else, wouldhfi^yebeenincensed 
to ti>e highest degree, if they had shewn you any pit-» 
tarice of fiivour ; besides, the elections were so near, 
and their Lordshippl^heads were so full of them, 
thsM^ I began to tremble for you. In this deplo* 
rable prospect for your Crrace'js aSairs, I could not 
refrain from putting in a word in your favour. 
Perhaps, said I, his Grace will not be a great while 
in stating his title, and it would at least have the 
appearance of justice; (for you know it would 
have been their own. fault if they had allowed you 
any more than the appearamx*^ I was timorous. 
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and afraid of asking too much ; but what did pos- 
sess their Lordships, all of a sudden, to give you 
a promise so explicit, so unbounded, without any 
reservation, and so consistent with every principle 
of honour, equity, and justice, is as much beyond 
my. comprehension, as it is beyond my power, ei- 
ther to deny, or justify the breach of it. 

The very next paragraph of Mr, Cooper's let- 
ter represents him, as again under the necessity of 
interposing his good oflBces, seeming to foresee, 
that the duke of Portland could have but little t5 
expect, from any candour in the Board, unassisted 
by his friendly endeavours. In speaking of the 
memorial to the Board, desiring the inspection of 
the Surveyor's office, he adds, / assured your Grace's 
agent ^ upo?i this occasion, that I would use my best en- 
deavours, that this indulgence might be granted to your 
Grace^s request. Yet I will not omit this opportu- 
nity of doing justice to Mr; Cooper's candid and 
friendly conduct throughout the course of this 
transaction. I would make an apology personally to 
him, if I thought there wanted any, for the liberty 
that I take in commenting upon his qfficial letters ; 
but every one will consider, the sophistry, reser- 
vations, and double dealing, which are unavoidable 
in so lame a cause, as merely qfficial; and I will 
venture to say, that those who know him best, will 
least think him capable of personally taking part, in 
ATiy transaction iriconsi/steilt with the punctilios of a 
man of honour. 

But to proceed — ^The Surveyor -General, itissaid, 
gave such reasons for not permitting the inspection 
of his office, as were satisfactory to the Board. — Up- 
on this head, I do allow, if that office is not public, 
nor an office of record, the duke of Portland had 
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not a claim, ex debito Jtcstitice, to the inspection. 
But the Treasury will not stop here, they contend 
farther, viz. that the precedent of permitting an 
ancient crown grantee to defend his title out of those 
very material, upon which his grant was originally 
made, and is now attacked, will be a prejudice to 
the King^s interest on future similar occasions, and 
create great inconvenience in the future management 
qfthe kind revenue. That is to say, in plain English : 
Let any crown grantee have, bonajide, ever so good 
a title, yet, if^ by length of time, or any casualty, 
he has the misfortune to lose^the proof of his title, 
although there shall be lying in the Surveyor's of- 
fice sufficient proof of his right, yet the King shall 
recover such estate, notwithstanding the real right 
of the possessor, while the Surveyor-General know- 
ingly suppresses the evidences of the true right. 

I have heard of seditious Jibels tending to alie- 
nate the affections of the subject. In what class 
then shall this assertion be ranked? That it is the 
iiiterest of the Crown to rob the private subject of 
his just property, because he may have lost his title 
deed^ the Crown's officer having a power to secrete 
the proof of his right, let it be ever so. clear; and 
perhaps, that very same oiBBcer, having trumped up 
a felse or partial report in favour of some informer, 
to involve any crown grantee whatsoever, that shall 
be obnoxious to the administration for the time be- 
ing, in a law-suit, without producing the vouchers 
for the proof of his report. But it is going farther 
oflFthan we need, to consider what future evils may 
arise out of this detestable principle. Look at the 
instance before us. The Treasury liave instituted 
a law-suit against the duke of rortland^ for an 
estate in value about 30,000/. upon no other slig- 
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gestion whatsoever, than that Mr. Zachary Cham- 
bers has reported unfavourably to his title, and has 
refused to producfe the vouchers. 

Upon the inspection of the Surveyor's office be- 
ing denied, the apology proceeds to Say, that it not 
appearing to their Lordships^ from any thing alledged 
on tike part of your Grace* s agents j that the state of 
your claim to the inheritance of the forest in qiiesRbn 
('which the Board had, by its former order of the 
10th qfOctobery undertaken to refer to the Surveyor- 
General J could be prepared without such inspection, 
the Lords ordered the grant to sir James Lowther, 
&c. The matter conveyed in this part might be 
cut very short ; it not appearing to .their Lordships, 
from any thing alledged, &c. These words seeth 
intended to convey, that they had, at least, made 
some enquiry, and that the agent had alledged no- 
thing, on the duke of Portland's part, to suspend 
their decision j but this was so fer from being the 
case, that no such enquiry was made by the Board, 
eitiier on the day when the leases were ordered to 
ffli* Jatnes Lowther, or in any part of the transac- 
tion, directly or indirectly. How then could the 
Lords of the Treasury think themselves entitled, 
in point of justice, to stoch an inference, not hav- 
ing' made any enquiry about the matter? Bat 
perhaps 'it maybe thought (for Iknow such f<6p6rfc 
have been industriously sprfead) that the Treasury 
waJted a r^fl^o/i/zftfe time, after the diike of Poit- 
land,' or his agents were informed, that they Were 
not to inspect the Surveyor^* t>fficcf ; and upon no 
uteps being taken bylhem towards <>ffering their 
defence, the Treasury concluded, that they had drop- 
ped their point,and therefore proceeded to order the 
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grant to sir James Ixxwjttier. I «|i»pt \stiJl iflsist, 
thai the plainest way, witboy^ my xiegfitiv^ 
inferences, would have beep fo?? the Bq^d (to hay^ 
asked the duke of P<H'tland, whether he had jwithr 
drawn his claim tp be heard qv n.o, and»^hat I tbipfe 
any Board, meaning to act wfth honesty and iippar- 
tiality, would have done. However, supposing tbeoi 
io have waited a reasonable time, what . wO^Id aDy 
4)ne gue^ to be a reportable time, to conclude^ b^* 
cause the duke p^Fortland did not obtrude Ju^ Qtil^t 
bf his own accord, without any citation or day 
fixed by the Board, that he had therefore no eyji>- 
dence, among bis^axnily pa{>ers, or the public re*- 
cords relating to crown, lands, of weight enougb 
io balance the pattial report of an ignorant OLand 
Surveyor. But I will not perplex the reader with 
a question, where his labour will be sp entir/^ly 
4iu:o wn away ; for, whatever might have been re^ 
zombie y they gave the duke, of Portland i^o ti«ie» or 
previous notice, at all. 

It has been shewn, holv studiously th^ Board 
avoided to inform him, or his agen;t, that thet, in- 
spection of tiie Sujcveyolf's' oflScfei was denied, tiJl 
they sent him information, by the very same post, 
4iiat they had decided the ^rant in favour of siy 
James iJowfcher ; and^Aa/.upoti the very last board- 
day before Christmas. Here I repeat my voucher. 
Mr. Cooper, in his letter of the 22d of December, 
says, tlie duke of Grafton commands me to present 
his respects to your Grace j and to acquaint you^ thai 
upon reading a report of the Suroeyor-General^ (of 
which I have the honour to send your Grace a 
xopy,) <§pc. ^c. the Lord^fnmi themselves oblig- 
ed^ by the course and practice of office, to jdireiot 
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a grant to be made to sir James Ltmlher^ 8gc. S^c. By 
this ij^dubitable testimony from Mr. Cooper, it may 
be seen, that the information of both these points 
got to the dulte of Portland together, when all 
was over, and the Board aciyoumed* 
- Bat observe how dexterously this thing was con- 
ducted, to defeat the duke of Portland from laying 
his title before the Board- The Surveyor's report, 
denying inspection, was dated the 15th of Decem- 
ber, and the Board sat a week after that. If the 
Duke had been immediately informed of it, and 
that the leases were to be ordered out, there would 
have been time for him to present a memorial to 
appoint a day, either before or after the holydays ; 
which memorial nothing could have stopped, but 
delaying the information till the last Board befi)re 
tlie holydays; by which trick (as has been expressed 
b^re) the members of the Board proceeded with- 
out interruptioti, during the Christmas, to go 
through the finishing forms of the grant ; where- 
as, if the several steps had been taken, out of ho- 
lyday time, at so many public Boards in the face 
of day, and with the knowledge of the parties 
interested (as any honest act might have been) 
this grant could not have passed through the ne- 
cessary sts^es, without the defendant Isiying in 
his claim, in point of justice, and by promise of 
having his title fully and maturely considered. 
,By this piece of dexterity to suppress the Sur- 
veyor's report denying inspection, till the leases 
were ordiered, and out of the reach of any me- 
morial to stop them, let ^ny impartial man give 
his judgment what the intentions of the Board 
were* ^ ■ > 
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Let us descend a little farther into particulars, 
and take a specimen of most exquisite conduct in 
carrying a clandestine point. The Board having 
determined to grant the leases, a warrant was sent 
on the 17th of December, to the Surveyor-General, 
to make out the constats ; that is to say, the parti* 
xulars of the lands, &c. descriptively to be inserted 
into the leases. This was fintshed by thie 21st, as 
. appears by the date of the constats. ^On the 22d, 
the Lords sent ^jiat; that is, a warrant to the 
Clerk of the Pipe, to make out the draught of 
leases according to those constoto. AH subsequent 
forms were capable of being executed (as they 
.really w^re) during the holy days. Mark then how 
.nicely the thing was calculated. The 17th of 
'December was on a Thursday. If the Board had 
informed the duke of Portland of their proceed- 
ings by that post, he could have sent notice to his 
agents by the Monday following at the latest" 
(sooner if by express) and have presented a me- 
morial on. Tuesday the 22d of December, the 
last board day before the holydays. Had their 
Lordships wrote on the 18tli, a memorial might 
still have been ready by the 22d. Nay, they 
would not even trust the 19th, which left but three 
days for a memorial to be drawn up, after a jour- 
ney of three hundred miles round ; but on the 
22d, the day of adjournment, when the deed was 
done, and the perpetrators thought themselves 
out of reach, they informed him, mth every pos- 
sible mark of attention and respect, of their mis- 
chievous intentions, that they had cut a great gash 
in his rent-roll, but (unfortunately) their deci- 
sions were not final in law. In all this, there is 
such manifest ^tudy to lie concealed, and to 
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■ • 

avoid detection, that I will call it an overtf^act of 
concealment. 

We are alnK>st got to the end of this minister 
rial apology, :which, I am sure^ the reader will be 
as ghA of as myself, for poking into the dark and 
vicious recesses of concealment, equivocation and 
treachery^ is nauseous to the morai sense, and an 
office no more to be coveted, than the cleric of the 
arraigns to the Old Bailey. 

JMr, Gboper concludes by saying, that the duke 
©f Gjfaftoh signed the order, with the greatest re- 
luctance. Then, in God's name, why did he sign 
it at all, without advising with the crown lawyers, 
heari&g the duke of Portland's defence, or even 
informing him ? The demur of any other Lord 
might not have stopped the proceedings of the 
Board, but, without question, if the First Lord of 
the Treasury had declared his .reluctance till the 
promise to the duke of Portland, of maturely con- 
* sidering his title had been fulfilled, his single sus* 
pense might have prevented all that is now com- 
plained ot\ 

- Talihus insidiis^ perjurique arte $inonisy^, . 
Perdita res-* / ■ ' — • 

We are at last got to the end of this ministerial 
apology, which finishes the narrative of facts. J 
jneed say nothing to assure the public that I have 
stated them, truly, because my on,6 may see the 
original vouchers at length* in the Appendix. As 
to facts of less note, viz. such as passed bet\yeen 
the clerks of the Treasury, and the duke of Port- 
land's agents, the main points of the question do 
not turn upon them, fi^t suppose such a point 
. as this should be called in question j wheither tjie 
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agent paid a fee at the Treasury for a supposed or- 
der to inspect the Surveyor's office on the 17th of 
December, which was two days after the report 
from the Surveyor to the Board, finally denying 
the inspection ; the evidence to prove this is from 
the attorney's booEs, who paid the guinea upon 
that day. Or suppose they should equivocate 
about signing the leases at their private houses— 
To be sure they might be signed at a tavern, or 
at sir James Lowther's, or any where else, but it 
was private, and not at a Board, for the letters 
patent were dated the 28th of December, 1767^ 
according to sir James Lowther's own advertiser- 
ment, and the last Board, was on the 22d. I bar 
air these petty-fdgging tricks, because I know the 
runners of , administration have been, and wift'be, 
veiy' assiduous, to propagate any falsehood jliSt 
for the day. We had a story, not long ago, most 
confidently asserted, to palliate the conduct of thfe 
Treasury. It was said, that the whole grgtnt t^ 
sir James Lowther was but a trifling estate 6f se- 
venty ' pounds a-year^ Let every one coiisid'et 
whefiier sir James Lowther would thiiik it wtfrlh 
hh while, to take an estate of seventy poUnds 
a-year, paying fifty pounds reserved rent tt>'thfe 
Crown, and a third part of th« yearly reetj dV^lr 
and' above that fifty pounds per annum^ of" what 
he shall recover after a law- suit ^i(Ji the diflce of 
Pbrflandl Sic de smiiibiis. But the pxMiH will 
require an account af their -hands, of the holkftiotts 
features in this transaction. There is an instinC- 
tive judgment in the impartial ' puHic, ^hich no 
minist^ can equivocate them out of, a liort of na- 
tional jury, whose verdict Guilty is a formidable 
sentence. . . : .: .. 

Methinks I hear a plain, blunt mafn, who 
fears it may be his turn next, say, Did not 
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they grant away the duke of Portland's estate 
without hearing him ? Answer me that. Did 
not they promise to hear him, and did not they 
break their promise ? Answer me that. Did 
they consult the Attorney-General, or any of the 
Crown lawyers? Answer me that. JWhat ho- 
nest motive could they have to grant away any 
man^s estate without hearing evidence or law? 
I should be glad to know that. Was it not 
done at the eve of an election, while a contest 
for Cumberland was depending, and given to sir 
James Lowther, one of the candidates? What 
could that be for but to intimidate the free- 
holders? for if the estate was the King's, what right 
had sir James Lowther to it more than any other 
man? Did not they lay their heads together with 
a man called the Surveyor-General ? and upon his 
report alone, grant away the duke of Portland's 
property without examining the Surveyor's vouchers 
by the King's counsel, or letting any body else see 
them ? O ! but they say that is legal, because his 
office is not public, but a private one. So much 
the worse ; that a man's estate should be granted 
away upon the secret suggestion (without proof) of 
a private inquisitorial office ; and to mend the 
matter, the Treasury think it legal too^ to decide 
without hearing evidence or law. At this rate, 
any man's estate that votes against ministry may 
be granted away tp some minister's favourite, or 
some favourite's favourite, for the reward of voting 
with them. These evils, if they are legal, require 
a speedy remedy before they spread. 

When any question is debated, touching public 
grievances, or any remedy is proposed to prevent 
such for the future, the administration are instantly 
in arms, and range themselves, as it were by in- 
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stinct, in battalion, to repel what they consider as 
their enemy, let it be ever so friendly to the pub- 
lic ; as if the general good of the community, and 
the partidular. objects of administration, were in 
their own natures, inconsistent and incompatible. 
I3 it then confessed, that the vexation and disquiet 
of the subject i^ their view? Why (else should 
they be so strenuous to stifle a law, in the very first 
step, for quieting the possessions of the subject? 
But perhaps they had not consulted some superior 
oracle, who controls, not only their actions, but 
even their words and thoughts. . I cannot feel re- 
spect enough for these pageants that are put into 
the place of ministers, to be angry with them ; God 
help them ! they scarcely knoW who it is that con- 
trols them, much less to what ends they are con- 
ducted. . What are they but babies learning to lisp 
prerpgative and nullum /dTwpj^?— Butmark,by their 
babbling, what lessons they have been taught in 
their nursery. — There shall be no quiet for the sub- 
ject. — We will hear of.no such law. Prerogative 
is a precious jeweLqf the Crown. The subject shall 
have no place of security to lay his head, or where-i 
pn to rest the sole of his foot. Terror, search, 
vexation^ persecution are the precious jewels (^ 
the Crown. — Thanks to them for giving us this 
warning; but if their preceptor should chastise 
them for their tell-tale tolly, I cannot pity them. 
I do not ask where their instructor lives who 
teaches these maxims, or who he is, for I shall 
hot put myself under his tuition; but I will 
tell these bpys where they did not learn them. 
.They did not receive them from one, whose 
glory h that he was born a Briton. Shall, 
then, the ministers of a prince, who esteems the 
liberty of the subject, and the security of their 



Digitized by 



Google 



42 APPENDS. 

property, the only jewels of his Crown, shall they 
stand between, and deprive us of that peace and 
quiet, which was not denied to the wibject, in the 
most vexatious times of prerogative^ by the founder 
of the Stuart line? 

Hear them again. Nullum tempus occurrit 

regi. By thi3 law, which shall be maintained in 
its utmost Severity, we will provide an ample ^d 
never-failing revenue for the Grown, by proscrip- 
tions, cotifisc^tions, and the whole train of legal 

rapine. What 1 are we but in the beginning of 

things ? Is that violent actj which we thought to 
proceed merely from -au impotent rage at an elec- 
tion ; is it j 1 say , but the fldsh of the priming ? Is 
it but the first Act of a pestilent system, that is al- 
ready planned with endless malice afore-thought? 
The private English subject, who has so lately con- 
tributed millions upon millions, without repining, 
to purchase national honour and security^-lionour 
abroad^ and peace at home — to him do you oflB* 
thi« consolation; that giving and granting is crtrer 
for ever, but vengeance and plunder are substituted 
in their place? The soldier who returns to his 
native home, loaded with his country's honotiis 
flattering, hfmiself to enjoy sotne rest, frotii the 
toils of wat in hiis paternal retreat ; thinking to 
beat his spear iilto a plow-share, a.nd his sword 
into a reaping-hook^— Will it staunch his wounds, 
will it administer comfort to the achings of his 
hearty to greet hiin with the news; that all which 
he can no^ call his own, his house, gatdens, parks, 
meadows, woods, patrimony, mansion, with every 
thing so situate, lying, being and thereunto be- 
longing, is marked for confiscation ; that fie in»^ 
repose his head upon his laurels, but that bis 
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•lot, and the reward of hid labours, is to be poverty 
and exile ? 

TuTlc miles trerftulm posita iulit arma tiarai 
Et ruit ante aram summi Jovis, vi vetultis bos, - 
Qui domini cultris tenue et miserable collum 
Prabety ab ingrdtojamfastiditus aratro. 

One shotdd hkrdly have conceived in whose 
heart or heid such horrid plans of tyrantiy and 
vexati(m could be devijfeid, if the untutored folly 
of thise mock ministers had not blurted it out, but 
^e aire told that ibis of confiscations is but parti)f 
a magnificent fdan for resuming forest claims, and 
reviving tihe forest kws. Perambulate, . level en- 
croachments, trample down the vineyard and the 
waving corn, expel the cottager, who, with two 
hundred years' mistaken labour, has made the forest 
bring forth food for the use of man. Spare not his 
little ewe lamb, for that too has grazed feloniously 
on the royal demesnes. Search, validate the dor- 
mant claims of the Crown ; the resources must be 
made good, they must be restored by such windfalls 
as it shall please God to send, in the lapse of time, 
and by the destruction of family wntings. We 
have two hundred and five years to range in, the 
civil wars have intervened ; fire, deaths, attorneys, 
executors, and their executors, may have destroyed 
or mislaid the parchment : here is rich plunder for 
the public; fall on, spare not, no not one; royalists, 
Hampdens, sons of the revolution nulh discrimine. 
Of all the wonders that I ever yet have met with, 
it is the most astonishing, to have heard, in open 
parliament^ a deliberate proposal, in cold blood, 
of raising a revenue from a concerted system of 
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search for confiscations; not for any crimes com- 
mitted, or any in contemplation ; but as the un- 
gracious recompenee for all the glorious and im- 
mortal virtues of those men, who have heretofore 
rescued this kingdom from oppression. Plunder 
the posterity of those heroes, on whom was here- 
tofore bestowed the^feward of their valour and 
virtues with unregretted munificence. We have 
been too liberal. We have rewarded ^the support- 
ers of liberty, and of the Protestant cause, with 
too prodigal a hand; we have purchased these 
baubles at too dear a price. Resume, confiscate, 
replenish the public cofiers with the spoils of pa- 
triotism. Si cerarium ambitione ea:hamerimuSj per 
scelera replendum eriL 
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to A CELEBRATED CASE. 



NUMBER I. 

July 9, 1767. 

To the Right Han. the Lords Commissioners qf 
Ms Ma JESTT** Treasury. 

2^(r MEMORIAL^ Sir JAS. LO WTHER, JJo^^. 

SH£WETHy 

That his Majesty, in right of his crown^ is 
seised of the forest of Inglewood, ia the cotinW of 
Cumberland, and of the manor of the -soccage of the 
c^tle of Carlisle, with the appurttoaats belonging to 
the said forest and manor. 

That the memorialist is informed that the possession 
of the above premises has been for many years with- 
held from the Crown, and that no benefit arises to the 
Crown therefrom. 

Therefore prays a lease of his M^tfesty's interest 
therein to himself, his heirs, and assigns for 
three lives, on such tierms as to their lordships 
should seem meet. 

NUMBER 11. 

August 7, 1767. 
The Surveyor-general reports, in answer to 
the foregoing memorial, his opinion as to the title of 
tne lands in question. The former part is merelya re- 
cital of technical terms in law, relating to the duke of 
Portland's private property, and belongs only to a 
court of law. It concludes in these words: 

Tbaty with regard to the memorialist's request of a 
lease of the premises remaining in the Crowui he was 
of opinion, a lease of his Majesty's interest in the forest 
of Inglewood, and of the rents, royalties, and services 
might be granted to him for 99 years, determinable on 
three such lives as he should nominate^ reserving to his 
Majesty, Ifis heirs, .and supcessors, the yearly rent of 
ISs. 4a. and one third of the yearly profits of what 
should be recovered, and to pass with fine in regard to 
the trouble and expenses he might be put to in reco- 

R 
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vering the premises, and . briosfilig them in charge for 
the benefit of the Crown after so long an intrusion. 

And that the lease of the manor of the soccage of 
Carlisle, with the courts, royalties, and lands, might be 
granted to him for a like terin^ reserving the ancient 
rtot of 501. per annum, and one third of the yearly 
jept ot what ^bfdl be recovered iihQve the reW of 50% 
per annum, which would be agreeable to. the Civil List 
Act. 

NUMBER III. 

OctiAer 9, 1767. 

To th^JRight Hon- the Lords Commissioners of his 

The MEMORTAL of the Most Noble WILLIAM 
HENRY CAVENDISH, duke of Portland. 

That yotur memorialist has been informed, 
t^^l ^ir Jamos Lowther, bart. lately presented a memo* 
rial to your lordships, praying a grant of a lease of 
the ftjjffjst.of loglewood, in the county of Cumberland, 
ap4 %?¥€«al otibeir premiseB in the same county for three 
livQ9, OQi sufph terms as to yomr loidships shall seem 
meet. 

That the said forest and premises were upwards of 
70 years ago granted from the Crown to one of your 
memorialUt's ancestors in fee/ who, with voux memo« 
rialist, have ever since been in the actual possession 
thereof. 

Your memorialist therefore hopes* your lordships 
will be pleased at present to postpone the con- 
sideration of the said memorial, and grant him 
leave to be heard hj himself or counsel against 
the prayer thereof, that he may manifest his 
rights and interest in the aforesaid premises. 

NUMBER IV. 
Treasury CkanAiersy Ckt. 10, 1767. 
wtY lor:d> \ 

A MEMORIAL of jour Gjacc to the Board of Tr^- 
sury, with respect to the forest of Ipglewood, was de* 
liV6red to me yesterday by yQur Grace's «<gent ; I did not 
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lo^ea mofti^tit in bringing it bfefore the lotdsj I gavfe 
it place of all other paperd; and upon its b^ing read, th6 
duke of Grafton, and the other lords, W6re pleased t& 
direct me to acquaint your Grace, that if you would b6 
pleased to lay before them a state of your claim and ^Itl^ 
to the forest of Inglewopd, they would r^fer it to the 
Surveyor-general, and send him back also at the stuhi 
tiraehis report upon thememofialof sir J^mes Lotvthejr 
for his further consideration; and I am directed dho to 
Assure yoUir Grace ^ that no Step shall tre taken tozi^atds the 
dtcision of the matter in question tittyout Grace's titUhas 
heen stated, r^etred to, afid reported oh bu the ptopef 
officer, andfufiy and maturely considered by the Soara of 
Treasury. — 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

GREY COOPEft. 

- NUMBER V. 

Decembet^l'fGf' 
To the l^lghtHon. the Lords Commissioners ofhU 
3iaJ€styU Treasury. . 

the MEMORIAL of the Most Noble WILLtAHf 
HENRY, Duke of Portland, 

. SHtiWETii, 

That your meihorialist, and those utidei? 
whom he claims, have been seventy years and up^eard^ 
in the guiet and utildtferftipted posseisiott of th6 forest 
of IngieWood, and the manor of the socfcaffe df the 
castle of Carlisle, in the County of Cumberland, amd of 
divers lands, tenements, and hereditaments within the 
said forest and county under a grant from the drown. 

That sir James Lowther, bart. in JFunelrfst, in a se- 
cret underhand manner, without the lea^t ndtice or 
fntimation given to yotir memorialist, applied to your 
lordships' by memorial, praying a leasebf the Said fo- 
rest, manor and prismises ; and, unon th6 gtb day of 
July laist, your lordships were pleased to make an 
order, referring it to the Smrveycir-genetial to ekamine 
and report his opinion thereon. * 

That the SurveyoJ--generdl, tHtliout calling dn your 
ittemorlaHst to ^pport his title, dr givingfybur memo- 
rialist the l^ast notice or opportunity of tJeii)g heard, 

r2 
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made his report upon 7th Auguajl last^ (in less than a 
month after the order of reference) advising your lord- 
ships to grant the lease desired on the terms therein 
meotioneoy apd thereby refers to divers ancient surveys^ 
court*rollsy and other instruments. 

That your lordships having acyourned soon after 
making the said order of reference, and your memorial- 
ist's counsel and agents, during the recess of business, 
being retired into the country, your memorialist pre*- 
sehted a memorial to your lordships, desiring your 
lordships would be pleased to postpone the consider- 
ation of the said memorial, and give him leave to be 
beard by himself or counsel against the prayer thereof, 
that he might manifest his title and interest in the afore- 
said premises, which your lordships were pleased to 
grant. 

That your memorialist's agent, upon the 20th Octo- 
ber last, applied to tbf Surveyor-general for leave to in- 
spect the surveys, court- rolls, and other instruments re- 
ferred to by his said report, or at least such of them as 
were in his possession, when Zachary Chambers, esq, 
the Surveyor's deputy, took time to consider of such i^- 
^uest, and directed your memorialist's agent to attend 
iiim again on the SSd October, when he declared the 
Surveyor-general had given him directions not to pro* 
dttce any papers. That the Surveyor-general's office 
was not a public office, and therefore not obliged to 
produce records for inspection, and that he could not 
suffer any to be inspected without a superior order. 
Therefore, and in regard all public records ouffht, 
and by all Courts of Judicature are, directed to 
be inspected for the benefit of the parties interest- 
ed, your memorialist prays your lordships' di- 
rections to the Surveyor-General, to permit your 
memorialist's agents to inspect all the surveys, 
court-rolls, and other muniments and writings in 
his custody relating to the matters in question, 
and that your^ memorialist may be at liberty to 
take copies thereof, or of such parts diereof as he 
shall be advised, that your memorialist may be 
. enabled to lay the merits of his case before his 
^counsel, and manifest his ' title to your lord- 
ships. 
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NUMBER VI. 

MAT IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIPS, 

I HAVE received ^your lordships' directions 
by letter from Mr. Bradshaw^ dated the 12th instant, 
desiring me to suffer the agents of liis Grace the duke 
of Portland to inspect the court-rolls and other muni- 
ments and writings relating to the forest of Inglewood, 
jtnd the manor of the soccage of the castle of Carlisle, 
in the county of Cumberland, in my custody, it having 
heea suggested to your lordships that I had an objec* 
tion to bis Grace's request. 

I beg leave to inform your lordships, that, about 
three ^eeks ago, an agent of the duke of Portland ap- 
plied to me to inspect the surveys^ and other evidences 
m my ofBce,^ which are mentioned, or referred to in my 
report to your lordships on the memorial of sir James 
Lowther, bearing date the 7th day of August last (of 
which they had obtained a copy) ; and on my enquiring * 
to what use or purposes he wanted them, he said, that 
be apprehended he was entitled to the inheritance of 
the forest aforementioned, and should dispute the right 
of the Crown thereto, on which he was acquainted, by 
my direction, that I should not suffer them to be in- ' 
spected, as the surveys and evidences in my custody 
were not public records, but kept there for the King's 
use only; and 1 have heard nothing since relating to 
that matter till yesterday, when I received the letter 
above-mentioned. 

As to the propriety of the Duke's request, I humbly 
apprehend, that the- permitting the King's deeds and 
^deuces to be inspected by the agents of any persons 
whoavowedly intend to contest the rights of the Crown, 
would be a bad precedent, and may be detrimental to 
bis Majesty's interest on future occasions; and 1 think 
the shortest way will be to try the right of the Crown, 
which sir James Lowther is ready to do at his own ex- 
pense, if your lordships shall think fit to grant him the 
desired lease. . •< 

All which is hufaibly submitted to your lordships' 
wisdom. 

ROBERT HERBERT, Surveyor-general. 
December 15, 1767. 
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NUMBER VII. 
MY LOEi), Tramury Chambers^ Dec. 22, 1767. 

The duke of Grafton commands m& to pre- 
sent his respects to your Grace, and to acqtiaint vou, 
that, upon reading a report of the Surveyor-general (of 
which I have the honour to sead your Grace a copy) 
and upon taking into consideration a former report olf 
the same officer, dafed in the month of Aogxist last, 
relating to the forest of In^lewood; in which ht is 
clearly of opinion, that the lands in question mtc non 
included in the grants made to the earl of Pordaod byr 
king William,' and that they are now vested iii the 
Crown; the lords found themselves obliged, by the 
course and practice of office, to direct a grant to be 
made to sir James Lowther (pursuant to the recom^ 
mendation of two successive reports of the Surveyor**? 

General) upon his undertaking to try this right of tbet 
!rown at his own expense, and upon his conforming 
to the other condition^ mentioned in the said report; 
I am directed to assure your Grace, that the lordft re>- 
ceived and entertained your Grace's memorials relative 
to this matter, with every possible mark of attention' 
and respect, but that in all cases where it appears that 
the title to the inheritance of the King's estate is con- 
tested, the Board is guided by the opinion of , the Sur- 
veyor-general, in whose custody all the evidences and 
records relating to the crown lands are deposited^ and 
to whom all matters and questions of this nature ore. 
referred. My lords have at the same time the salis- 
faction to know, that no act of their Board, done in 
necessary compliance with the rules and duties of their 
office, can decide any legal right, or affect any claim 
which your Grace may have to ti>e inheritance of the 
lands or forest in question. 

I have the honour to be, Sec* 

GREY COOPER. 

NUMBER Vm. 

^ORy of Mr, Cooper's Letter to the Duke of Pottldnd. 

MY LORD, January 8, 170S. 

As I have but too much reason to apprehend 
that your Grace's last letter to the duke of Grafton^ re- 
lative to the foyest of Inglewood, which has given him 



-t^; 



,^ Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



A CELEBRATED CASE. 51 

much real concern^ was, in a great measure, occasioned 
by my not having explained to your Graoe so fully a& 
I ought, the grounds and motives, on which theBo^rd 
appeared to me to have proceeded during the cQurse of 
this whole transaction ; 1 most humbly beg your Grace's 
permission to lay before you, more at large than 1 did in 
the last letter which I had the honour of wrhing to you, 
what I concejve to be the real state of the circumstances 
of the case- The' Surveyor-general, in his first report, 
dated in August last, declares hi« opinion, that the fo«- 
rest of Inglewood is not in grant, but actually vested in 
the crown, and recommends and advises that a lease of 
the said forest may be granted to sir James Lowther, 
for such a term, at such a rent, and on such conditions 
as are therein mentioned. In ordinary cases, according 
to the ancient practice and precedents of the Treasui*y, 
reports of this nature are immediately approved of upon 
being read, and leases are ordered in conformity to such 
opinions. In thi^ instance, the consideration of the re- 
port was postponed, with many expressions and marks 
on the part of the Duke, and the whole Board, of the 
greatest personal regard for your Grace. 

On the 9th of October last, being the day on which 
the lords met after the adjournment, your Grace's first 
memorial was delivered to me : I laid it before the 
Board without a moment's delay, and in preference to all 
other papers ; and upon my acquainting the lords, that 
I understood, from my conversation with your Grace's 
SiK^nt,Xhsti a state of your Grace's claim and right tp 
the forest might be drawn up and prepared in a short, 
time ; their lordships commanded me to write to your 
Grace the letter dated the 10th of October, a copy of 
which you was pleased to send inclosed to the duke of 
Grafton. . From the time of this order all proceedings of 
the Board were suspended, atid the whole matter slept till 
it revived by your Grace's memorial ; in which you pray 
my lords* directions to the Survey or-genersil to permit , 
your agents to inspect the surveys and records in bis of- ^ 
fice, and to take copies thereof, or such parts thereof as 
you should be advised. 

I assured your Grace's agent, upon this occasion, that 
I would use my best endeavours that this indulgence 
might be granted to your Grace's request. Upon read- 
ing this memorial, the Board were of opinion, that the 
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records and papers in the custody of the Surveyor-gene- 
ral were not public records, but merely the evidences 
and the deeds of the estates of the Crown, and that no 
pci-son had a right ex debitojttstitite to inspect or take co- 
pies of such records, without a special case made for that 
purpose : but it being suggested that the Surveyor-ge- 
neral had no' objection to the inspection desired by your 
Grace, the Board ordered that your Grace's agents might 
be permitted to make such inspection, and lo take copies 
of papers and records, in case the Surveyor-general nad 
no objection thereto. Upon this order the Surveyor 
made his second report, a copy of which accompanied 
the last letter which I had the honour of writing to your 
Grace on this subject : His objections to the inspection 
were so strongly marked and expressed, that the lords 
were of opinion that they could not direct it to be al- 
lowed, without the hazard of great inconvenience and 
prejudice to his Majesty's interest on future similar oc- 
casions and applications ; and it not appearing to them, 
from any thing alledged on the part of your Grace's 
agent, that the state of your claim to the inheritance of 
the forest in question, (which the Board had by its for- 
mer Order of the 9th of October undertaken to refer to 
the Surveyor-general) could be prepared without such 
inspection, the lords found themselves under the ne- 
cessitv of yielding to the usage of precedents of offipe, 
in ordering a grant to be made to sir James Lowther, in 
pursuance of the clear opinion and repeated recom- 
mendations of the Surveyor-general. Upon the whole 
matter^ I think it a debt due to truth and justice to as- 
sure your Grace, that the duke of Grafton shewed the 
greatest reluctance and unwillingness to make any or- 
der which might carry even the appearance of affecting 
your Grace's claim to the lands in question, and that he 
withheld his assent so long as he thought be could do 
it, without establishing a precedent which might crje- 
ate great inconvenience in the future management of 
the land revenue, and prejudice the interests of the 
Crown commit)ted to his care. • 

I have the honour to be, 8&c. 

GREY COOPER. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER IX. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE CONSTATS. 



County of Cumberland. 

All that forest, called the forest of Inglewood, with 
the rights, members, and appurtenances, &c. 8cc. 8cc. 

In like manner. 

All that the manor of the soccage of the castle of 
Carlisle, with all and singular the rights, members, 
8cc. &c. &c. 

Then follows to each. 

This constat is made forth and rated by virtue of a 
warrant from the Right Hon. the Lords Commissioners 
of his Majesty's Treasury, bearing date the nth day of 
this instant December, in order to a lease of the premises^ 
with their appurtenances, to be passed under the Ex- 
chequer seal to sir James Lowther, &c. 8cc. 8cc. 

Examined by me, ROBERT HERBERT, 

Surveyor-General, 
Dec. 21, 1767. 

This voucher is inserted to prove, that the definitive 
order of the Board to proceed in the leases was signed 
on the 17tk of December, according to the reference 
in the Surveyor's report, annexed to each constat, al- 
though the Board suppressed this order from the duke 
of Portland's knowledge, till after they had adjourned 
for the holidays. 

FINIS. 



REI^RIMTED BY G. lYOODFALL, 
ANGEL COURT, SKINNER STREET, LONDON. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ 55 ] 



ERRATA. 

Page 177, line U,for " lord "RdcMort," read " lord Rochford." 

^183, — 17, — "a new tragedy, called the Fall of Mor- 
timer/' read " a new edition of the 
tragedy called the Fall of Morti- 
mer/' 

188, — 13, — '' paquet," read " pacquet/^ 

'■ — 18, idem. 

189, — 5, idem. 

193, — 17, — "suppositious,'" read " supposititious.'" 



Digitized by CjjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



F THE MINISTRY, 



IPage 51. 



ACCESpRTH'S MINISTRY, IN THE YEAR 1770, 

I MADE IN THE LETTERS OF JUNIUS. 

I • ■ 

k I . ■ 1 ■ I ■i fi , ■ i» n ,^,m, m I ■ ■■ , . 



miesMmutnf. Duke 9f Grtfftmet Mkustry. 
ttf 1766. December, 1767. 



LordNinik*8Mim$iry. 
Jamaryy 1770. 



Lo^ Chancellor b 
Lord President, jigton 

Lord Privy Seal ^ 

Lord ChamberlaI'd 
Groom «f the Sttjgdon 
Lord Steward 
Matter of the H<|aster 
First Ld. of the 'fton 
Chanc. of the Ex iishend 

>ell 
Lords of the Tre nshend 



Joint Secretaries 



Ishaw 
iJHawke 



First Ld.«f the 
Secretaries of St 
Northern D<ne 

SonthemDc^ay 
For the Cok 



Postmasters 



^n^on 



Master of Ordnar 
Secretary at 
Paymaster . . 
First Lord of Tr|>rottgh 
Treasurer of tiie 
Lord-Iieut of Ii 
Id 

Vice Treasurers ^'*^ 



trough 
peneer 



id Geo. Cooke 



Lord Camden 
Lord Gower 

; Ld. Chatham till Oct. 

^ Lord Bristol, 2d Nov. 
Lord Hertford 
Lord Huntingdon 
Lord Talbot 
Duke of Ancaster 
Duke of Grafton 
Lord North 

Pryse Campbell 
C. Jenkinson 
George Onslow 
Grey Cooper 
Thomas Bradshaw 
Sir Edward Hawke 

Lord Weymouth 
Lord Rochford 
Lord Hillsborough 
Lord Sandwich 
Lord le Despencer 

Lord Gicanby 
Lord Barrington 
R. Rigby 
Lord HiHsboroogh 
Lord Howe 
Lord Townshend 
Isaac Bairre 
James Grenville 
R. kigby 



Lord Bathurst 
Lord Gower 

^'^^^l Duke of Grafton 
1768 5 

Lord Hertford 

Lord Bristol 

Lord Talbot 

Dukeof Ancitfter 

Lord North 

Lord North 

C. To¥nishend of Honingham 

C. Jenkinson 

George Onslow 

Grey Cooper 

John Robinson 

Lord Sandwich 

Ld. Sandwich, Ld. Halifax, &c. 
Ld. Weymouth, Ld. Suffolk, &c 
Lord Hillsborough , 

Lord Carteret 
Lord le IXespencer 

Lord Granby 
Lord Barrington 
R. Rigby 
Lord Hillsborough 
Sir G. Elliot 
Lord Townshend 
Lord Clare 
Lord Comwallis 
Welbore EUii 
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